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One of the important areas in the field of natural tourism in Iran is Yasouj city, especially the
Yasouj-Sepidan road, but despite its potential capacities, this road has not found a place in the
field of tourism. In this regard, the aim of the current research is to evaluate the impact of
ecological tourism obstacles using an interpretive structural model on the Yasouj-Sepidan road,
which has been carried out with a descriptive-analytical method. In the process of preparing
and generating data, firstly, the factors affecting the development of ecological tourism in
Yasouj-Sepidan have been identified using the opinions of 15 experts in this subject and
professors and experts in relevant organizations through the Delphi method. In order to analyze
the information of 15 factors as strong influencing factors of Yasouj-Sepidan ecological
tourism, interpretive-structural modeling and then MicMac software have been used. The
results of the research showed the lack of proper planning by responsible government
institutions, weak private sector investment, weak government investment, lack of independent
organization to hire experienced and competent managers and organize tourist organizations,
and lack of specialized and trained personnel. In the region, the weakness of management and
the weakness of education and publicity in the field of tourism culture development, the failure
to provide the necessary facilities and permits from the government are the most effective
levels, and the three obstacles are the lack of suitable hotels for tourist accommodation, the
inappropriateness of health and service facilities, and the inappropriateness of facilities and
equipment. In addition, out of the 15 obstacles to the advancement of ecological tourism in the
Yasouj-Sepidan road, 10 obstacles are variables that have high influence and dependence, and
5 obstacles are dependent variables that have weak influence but high dependency.
Recommendations are provided at the end of the paper.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, due to various reasons such as the high
pressure of work and life, fast pace and short
vacations, the conflict between the continuous
growth of tourism demand and limited tourist
attractions has become increasingly prominent, and
among these are peripheral trips, rural trips, and
ecological tourism. They have gradually become
new travel options for the leisure and entertainment
of city dwellers. In addition, in this era, the tourism
industry, as a dynamic industry with unique
capabilities and characteristics, has become an
important part of the economic activities of many
developed countries. Tourism is involved in
changing and shaping the surrounding environment
and can guide the workflow and economic, social,
cultural and political activities of the host societies.
In fact, under the influence of the growth and
development of technological innovations and the
comprehensive growth of capitalism, tourism has
found a global scope; In such a way that it is
known as one of the main pillars in the equations of
the international economy and a broad economic-
social activity. Yasouj city and especially the
Yasouj-Sepidan road is not an exception to this
rule. One of the important areas in the field of
tourism in lran is Yasouj City, which has been
introduced as one of the natural tourism
destinations in the country so it attracts many
national and international tourists every year. In the
meantime, one of the most important axes with
natural attractions in the south of the country is
Yasuj to Sepidan road, which has exhibited a
unique collection of natural and human attractions.
Appropriate strategic planning in this road has not
yet utilized this capacity in a proper way in order to
create employment with a view to the future and
sustainable development of tourism. Despite the
existence of high capabilities to attract tourists, this
tourism road is currently considered spontaneously
by the people and outside of official guidance by
the planners and the government only as a place for
spending free time. In spite of these potential
capacities, the contribution of the residents of this
region to the tourism economy is very small and
has not found a suitable position. Therefore, the
current research has been done with the aim of
modeling the effective obstacles to the
development of ecological tourism in the Yasouj-
Sepidan road, and the main question that the
authors are trying to answer is what are the
obstacles and challenges of the development of
ecological tourism in the Yasouj-Sepidan road from
experts’ point of view?

Methodology

This applied research is descriptive-analytical in
terms of methodology. In the process of preparing
and generating data, firstly, using the Delphi
method, the factors affecting the indicators of
ecological tourism on Yasuj-Sepidan road have
been identified using the opinions of 15 experts
including professors and experts in universities and
research centers. In order to analyze the
information of 15 obstacles as strong influencing
obstacles for the ecological restoration of the
Yasouj-Sepidan road, ISM interpretative-structural
modeling and Mic Mac software were used.

Results and discussion

There are 15 identified indicators in ecological
tourism development obstacles in the Yasouj-
Sepidan road. The results identified obstacles such
as the lack of proper planning by the responsible
government institutions, the weak investment of the
private sector, the weakness of tourism
management in the region by the cultural heritage
of the province, the weak government investment,
the absence of an independent organization to hire
managers with experience and authority and
organize tourist organizations, lack of specialized
and trained forces in the region, weak management
and weak education and propaganda in the field of
tourism culture development, lack of cultural
acceptance of tourists by the people of the region.
Moreover, the lack of provision of necessary
facilities and permits by the government, the
conflict and difference between the culture of
tourists and the people of the region, the lack of
knowledge of the people of the region about the
economic opportunities of tourism, the lack of
welfare facilities for tourists with the power of
influence, ranked 15, 13, 5, and 4 accordingly.
Finally, the lack of suitable hotels to accommodate
tourists, the inappropriateness of health and service
facilities, and the inappropriateness of recreational
and sports facilities and equipment has the least
influence compared to other factors in the
evaluation of ecological tourism development
obstacles in the Yasouj-Sepidan road.

Conclusion

The results of the research showed that out of 15
obstacles in the progress of ecological tourism in
the Yasouj-Sepidan road, 10 obstacles are related
variables that have high influence and dependence,
and 5 obstacles are dependent variables that have
weak influence but high dependency.
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