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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sustainable security is the infrastructure of a
society's development, and the development of
border cities increases the national security
factor; for this reason, border areas have double
importance in various types of planning. One of
the major problems of the border areas is the
decrease in the population due to economic
factors, and this issue can be seen in lIran's
borders as well, which can have harmful effects
on national security. In fact, the lack of
sustainable employment has caused the
migration of the active population of the border
villages in recent years. Among the borders that
face this problem are the borders of Kurdistan
province. In terms of geomorphology, the
borders of Kurdistan province are located in the
mountain unit, and this problem has caused
many restrictions for employment in various
sectors of agriculture and industries, and this
has caused a decrease in sustainable
employment, an increase in false employment,
including goods smuggling, and also increase in
immigration. Based on this, natural factors,
especially the geomorphological situation, have
played an important role in the employment
situation of the border strip of Kurdistan
province. A noteworthy point regarding the
border strip of Kurdistan province is that its
geomorphological ~ factors, despite  the
limitations they have imposed, have also
fostered significant capabilities. These include a
high potential for tourism and horticulture,
among others. Unfortunately, these
opportunities have not received sufficient
attention. In this research, the economic
situation of the border strip of Kurdistan
province has been examined, and in the
following, effective strategies for its
development have been presented according to
the geomorphological situation of the region.

Methodology

Descriptive-analytical methods have been used
in this research. The most important research
data were the statistical information related to
the studied area, DEM 30m, Google Earth
images, and the results of the questionnaire. The
most important research tools are ArcGIS (in
order to prepare the desired maps), Expert
Choice (in order to implement the AHP model),

SPSS (in order to perform the desired
calculations) and Google Earth (in order to
monitor and prepare the geomorphological map
of the region). According to the topic and
objectives, this research has been done in
several stages. In the first stage, in order to
investigate the role of geomorphology in the
function of the villages in the region, first, a
geomorphological map of the region was
prepared based on Google Earth images, and
then the location of 30 border villages of
Kurdistan province in geomorphological units
and their functions were examined. In the
second stage, the relationship between
geomorphological factors and the economic
situation of the region has been investigated.
Next, in the third stage, the most important and
effective solutions to improve the economic
situation in the border region of Kurdistan
province have been introduced separately for
each city.

Results and discussion

A large part of the border strip of Kurdistan
province corresponds to the mountain unit, and
this issue has caused this region to face a lot of
restrictions in terms of the variety of economic
activities. The economic limitation of the region
has caused a large percentage of the people to
turn to false economic activities such as goods
smuggling in recent years. The investigation of
the land use situation in the border region of
Kurdistan province has shown that due to
geomorphological limitations, agricultural
lands and gardens, which play an important role
in the economic development of each region,
are facing little development. Also, according to
the Statistical Yearbook of Kurdistan Province,
in Sarvabad County, tourism and horticulture
activities account for the highest percentage of
employment at 27 and 21 percent, respectively;
in Marivan County, agriculture and horticulture
activities account for the highest percentage of
employment at 32 and 15 percent, respectively;
in Saqgez County, agriculture and animal
husbandry activities account for the highest
percentage of employment at 31 and 21 percent,
respectively; and also in Baneh County,
agriculture and animal husbandry activities
account for the highest percentage of
employment at 24 and 21 percent, respectively.
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According to the mentioned information, a large
part of the border strip of Kurdistan province is
engaged in horticulture, agriculture and animal
husbandry activities.

Conclusion

The geomorphological situation of the border
strip of Kurdistan province has caused many
restrictions for the development of economic
activities. Of course, the natural situation of the
region has also provided capabilities in addition
to limitations, but unfortunately, these
capabilities have not been given much attention,
and this issue has provided the basis for
increasing unemployment and also the tendency
towards fake jobs, such as extortion and
smuggling. In this research, based on the results
obtained from the investigation of the
geomorphology of the region, the information
obtained from the statistical yearbook of 1400,
as well as interviews with local people and
relevant experts, the limitations and capabilities
of the border zone of Kurdistan province were
explained separately for each county. Based on
the findings, which are rooted in the region's
geomorphological conditions and expert

opinions, the most important economic
strategies in the border strip of Sarvabad and
Saggez counties are the development of the
tourism sector. Furthermore, in the border strip
of Marivan and Baneh counties, encouraging
the attraction of domestic and foreign
investment has been selected as the most
significant strategy. In conclusion, the results
have also shown that one of the most important
problems of the region has been the lack of
attention to the geomorphological situation or
planning without considering the environmental
situation of the region.
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