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The purpose of this study is to examine Jane Jacobs's street-watching eyes theory and its
relationship to women's safe spaces with a futuristic perspective in Tehran's Narges Women's
Park. The present study is applied in terms of purpose and was conducted with a descriptive-
analytical method using a mixed method (qualitative-quantitative) and a foresight method.
Analyzing information with Scenario Wizard software to develop prioritized scenarios,
compatible scenarios are identified, and then desirable future scenarios are prioritized,
described, and interpreted. The statistical population and sample size are 30 experts and
scholars in the field of urban issues and urban management, who have been weighted and
scored using the Wizard Scenario Matrix. The research scenarios have been examined by
experts and scholars in the form of an uncertainty questionnaire with physical, social, aesthetic,
functional, and location-finding indicators. The results showed that in the dimensions under
study, the physical dimension index (emphasis on small residential blocks) in scenario 1 and
the index (reduction of crime, especially in parks around the house) in scenario 2 (desirable
scenarios); in the social dimension index (order of activities over visual order) in scenario 1
and the index (providing night security) in scenario 2 (static scenarios); in the aesthetic
dimension index (protection of life) (ideal scenario); in the functional dimension index
(emphasis on functional diversity in residential neighborhoods) in scenario 1 and the index
(emphasis on density and concentration as a vital factor of urban life) in scenario 2 (desirable
scenarios); and in the location dimension index (locating compatible uses together) (static
scenario); were the coherent images in plausible scenarios according to the outputs obtained
from the Scenario Wizard software.

Citation: Teymouri, S. (2025). A reflection on Jane Jacobs's Street Watching Theory and women's
safe spaces with a futuristic approach (Case: Narges Women's Park, Tehran). Journal of Geography
and Regional Future Studies, 3(1), 56-71.

—G) &)

@ AT © Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights.  Publisher: Urmia University.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.30466/grfs.2025.55925.1092

DOR: https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.2981118.1404.3.1.4.2

! Corresponding author: Somayeh Teymouri, Email: somayehteymoori@yahoo.com, Tell: +989106040736



https://doi.org/10.30466/grfs.2025.55925.1092
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.2981118.1404.3.1.4.2
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9533-8682

Teymouri, A reflection on Jane Jacobs's Street Watching Theory and women's safe spaces ... 57

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The feeling of security in urban spaces is one of
the indicators of the quality of space; social
harms are one of the most important
consequences of the lack of security, and the
need for security is one of the most fundamental
human needs. Today, social security is of great
importance in relation to the presence of women
in society; because today women have a more
prominent role in society and their presence in
social arenas is much more prominent than in
the past. Studies show that women do not
benefit from urban spaces equally as men.
Among the Sustainable Development Goals,
achieving gender equality and women's
empowerment can lead to sustainable
economies, peaceful societies, and sustainable
development in general. Future trends indicate
that the world is moving towards a feminine
future; therefore, with this concept, the role and
influence of women in societies will increase.
Jane Jacobs proposed the “eyes on the street”
theory in the early 1960s. She believes that the
peace of the urban environment is first ensured
by the police, then the street itself should be the
law, meaning that there should be eyes watching
the street at all times. The concept of a safe city
for women suggests a kind of equality of rights
between men and women, so that men in a
society do not feel superior to women, and there
are no issues of gender discrimination. In this
theory, first, it is necessary that the street creates
a clear distinction between public and private
spaces. Public and private spaces should not be
mixed in any way (similar to what has been
realized in suburban complexes). Second, eyes
are needed to monitor and care for the street, the
eyes of those who can be called the natural
owners of the street. Buildings adjacent to the
street should also face that direction; these
buildings should not turn their backs to the
street and should not present their blind views
to it. Narges Women's Park, also known as
"Mother Ghaem Park", is one of the few parks
specifically for women in Tehran, located in the
southwest of the capital and in the Yaftabad
neighborhood (District 18). This park has a
space specifically for women with special
facilities and conditions. Therefore, in line with
the above-mentioned topics, the present study
aims to reflect on Jane Jacobs's Street Eyes

theory in creating a safe and feminine
environment, and the main research question is
as follows: What are the dimensions and
indicators of Jacobs' Street Eyes theory in the
formation of safe feminine spaces with a
futuristic approach, and what impact do they
have on environmental security?

Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of purpose
and has been conducted with a descriptive-
analytical method using a mixed method
(qualitative-quantitative) and a future-study
method. Data analysis was performed in order
to formulate priority scenarios using the
Scenario  Wizard software.  Compatible
scenarios were identified, then desirable future
scenarios were prioritized, explained, and
interpreted. The formulation of excellence and
priority scenarios in this study is a mixed
method that initially uses a quantitative
approach and a descriptive and survey strategy,
and then, in the final part, the research is
completed with a qualitative approach and an
analytical strategy using the content analysis
technique.

Results and discussion

The research findings, based on the Scenario
Wizard software and the Cross-Impact Balance
(CIB) matrices, have been used to extract expert
opinions regarding the effect of the probability
of occurrence of one state of a descriptor on a
state of another descriptor in the form of verbal
expressions. Finally, by calculating the direct
and indirect effects of the states on each other,
consistent scenarios for the studied area have
been extracted. In the first step, the uncertainty
guestionnaire was designed using the Scenario
Wizard software and then distributed among the
statistical population. Then, standardization was
carried out, which increased the coherence and
meaning of the data. Then, two scenarios were
designed. Among the sub-indices of the
research dimensions, the location dimension
with the index of compatible uses together with
a compatibility value of 5, the functional
dimension with the index of emphasis on
functional diversity in residential
neighborhoods with a compatibility value of 2,
the physical dimension with the index of
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emphasis on small residential blocks with a
compatibility value of 1, the social dimension
with the index of order of activities over visual
order with a compatibility value of 1, and the
aesthetic dimension with the index of life
protection with a compatibility coefficient of 1
were identified as the evaluation of the
compatibility of the first scenario using the
Scenario Wizard software, which resulted in the
elements of the reported scenario forming a
complete set of mutually supportive
assumptions and the scenario can be evaluated
as internally consistent. Among the indicators of
the research dimensions, the location dimension
with the index of compatible land uses together
having a compatibility value of 7, the aesthetics
dimension with the index of life protection
having a compatibility coefficient of 6, the
physical dimension with the index of crime
reduction, especially in parks around the house
having a compatibility value of 4, the social
dimension with the index of providing night
security having a compatibility value of 3, the
functional dimension with the index of
emphasizing density and concentration as a vital
factor of urban life having a compatibility value
of 1, were determined as an evaluation of the
compatibility of the second scenario using the
Scenario Wizard software, which resulted in the
elements of the reported scenario forming a
complete set of mutually supportive
assumptions and the scenario can be evaluated
as internally consistent.

Conclusion

Security is one of the most basic needs of any
society, and women, as half of the population
and vulnerable groups, are at risk. Many critics
believe that city design must undergo several
transformations in order to improve the quality
of life for everyone. In this regard, paying

attention to women's needs and looking at cities
from their perspective can be the best strategy,
as it helps increase equality among all citizens,
which in turn will play an important role in
improving society and economic prosperity by
creating equal opportunities. In interpreting the
results of the research, we must say that in the
dimensions under study, the physical
dimension, the indicator (emphasis on small
residential blocks) in scenario 1 and the
indicator (reduction of crime, especially in
parks around the house) in scenario 2 (desirable
scenarios); in the social dimension, the indicator
(order of activities over visual order) in scenario
1 and the indicator (providing night security) in
scenario 2 (static scenarios); in the aesthetic
dimension, the indicator (protection of life)
(ideal scenario); in the functional dimension, the
indicator (emphasis on functional diversity in
residential neighborhoods) in scenario 1 and the
indicator  (emphasis on  density and
concentration as a vital factor of urban life) in
scenario 2 (desirable scenarios); and in the
location dimension, the indicator (locating
compatible land uses together) (static scenario);
were identified as a coherent image in plausible
scenarios according to the outputs obtained
from the Scenario Wizard software.
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