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Livability is a central concept in urban planning, addressing both the subjective and
objective dimensions of urban settlements. It has gained significant attention from
urban designers across all aspects of city development and planning processes. This
study aims to identify and assess the key drivers influencing the future prospects of
livability in Torghabeh city. A descriptive—analytical and applied research design was
employed, with a researcher-developed questionnaire serving as the primary data
collection instrument. The study population comprised 30 participants, including
specialists, executive officials, and university faculty members with expertise in urban
management and planning, urban design, sociology, and environmental studies at both
the county and provincial levels. For analyzing and evaluating the data, futures studies
tools, namely MICMAC and Scenario Wizard, were utilized. The results indicate that,
among the 25 projected scenarios generated by Scenario Wizard, 12 scenarios (48%)
correspond to critical conditions, 8 scenarios (32%) correspond to favorable
conditions, and 5 scenarios (20%) correspond to static conditions. These findings
suggest that critical scenarios dominate compared to favorable and static scenarios,
indicating a higher likelihood of negative (critical) events relative to positive
(favorable) outcomes.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Livability has recently emerged as a crucial
concept in urban planning and development. It
is increasingly recognized that urban planners
and designers must integrate livability
considerations into all stages of urban planning
to ensure sustainable and resilient urban
environments. This study highlights the crucial
role of livability in enhancing the quality of
life.

Methodology

This study aims to identify and evaluate the
key drivers influencing the enhancement of
livability in Torghabeh city through a
foresight-based approach. The research is
applied in nature and employs a descriptive-
analytical methodology. Data were collected
using a researcher-developed questionnaire.
The statistical population comprised 30
experts, including urban management officials,
planners, sociologists, and environmental
scholars at both city and provincial levels. To
analyze the data, futures research software,
specifically MICMAC and Scenario Wizard,
was employed to assess the interactions among
variables and generate potential scenarios.

Results and discussion

T In this research, using the structural analysis
method and MICMAC software, the most
important  driving factors affecting the
livability of Torgabeh city were identified and
weighted. The results showed that factors such
as sense of belonging and social solidarity, the
incidence of crime, the state of citizen culture,
the quality and width of sidewalks, and urban
designs contrary to the spirit and body of the
city play a key role in promoting livability.
These findings indicate that urban livability is
not only a function of physical and spatial
indicators but is also heavily influenced by
social relations and citizen culture. Therefore,
any planning must simultaneously consider
both physical and social dimensions. To
develop future livability scenarios for
Torgabeh city, Scenario Wizard software was
used, and five main scenarios were outlined,
encompassing a combination of ‘desirable’,
‘static’, and ‘crisis’ conditions. Scenario
analysis revealed that the probability of crisis

situations is higher than desirable ones, with
48% of scenarios falling into a crisis state, 32%
static, and only 20% desirable. These results
suggest that Torgabeh city will face significant
challenges in the future, and without adopting
targeted policies and strategies, the likelihood
of a livability crisis is high.

Conclusion

To conclude, on the scenarios page, the critical
situation has a larger share than the favorable
and static situations, and the probability of
negative (critical) events is more than positive
(desirable) events. “In summary, the results of
this research indicate that to achieve optimal
livability, urban management must adopt a
comprehensive and multi-dimensional
approach that includes reforming laws and
regulations, enhancing infrastructure quality,
strengthening social participation, and planning
in accordance with the cultural and physical
characteristics of the city. This approach can
help reduce the likelihood of crisis situations
and increase the resilience of livability in the
future.

A simultaneous review of the quantitative and
scenario-based outputs indicates that successful
policies in the optimal scenario are primarily
based on ‘developing social participation,’
‘preserving physical identity,” and ‘improving
pedestrian-oriented infrastructure.” Therefore,
the policies presented in the recommendations
section are also formulated based on this logic:
The strategy of ‘utilizing tourism capacity with
global standards’ aims to enhance the sense of
belonging and increase social interactions.

The strategy of ‘improving visual and
environmental  quality’ leads to the
strengthening of physical identity and
increased citizen satisfaction. The strategy of
‘diversity in construction’ contributes to
preserving local identity and reducing spatial
fragmentation.

Finally, the policy of ‘continuous monitoring
and feedback’ provides the foundation for
strategic dynamism towards achieving the
optimal scenario.

In this way, the scenario-planning results have
been applied practically not only for explaining
possible futures but also for directing urban
policies and management decisions. This
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shows that the first (optimal) scenario has the
highest feasibility due to the synergy among
social, physical, and managerial drivers, and
can be considered the indigenous framework
for future-oriented livability planning in the
city of Torgabeh.” The results of the Scenario
Wizard software analysis show that among the
five depicted scenarios, the first scenario
(optimal) has the highest feasibility, not only in
terms of the number of positive statuses but
also in terms of the internal consistency of its
drivers. This scenario, by benefiting from the
simultaneity of the three drivers ‘sense of
belonging and solidarity,” ‘social and civic
culture,” and ‘quality of sidewalks’ in a
desirable state, creates conditions that facilitate
the realization of other indicators. Conversely,
in critical scenarios, the weakening of these
same three drivers leads to divergence between
the physical and social components of the city.
Therefore, the sense of belonging and civic
culture, as socio-cultural drivers, play a
fundamental role in achieving livability. This is
because their enhancement not only increases
citizen satisfaction but also raises the level of
public participation in the implementation of
urban programs, which is itself a prerequisite
for the realization of other physical indicators.
Based on quantitative data, the average weight
of the impact of these two drivers in the

MICMAC analysis was higher than other
factors, and their interaction with other
variables is also more extensive. Hence, it can
be said that social drivers have a more guiding
role in the future path of livability than
physical factors. Consequently, any
intervention in other areas (transportation,
infrastructure,  housing,  etc.)  without
strengthening these drivers will have limited
effectiveness.
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