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Global Transformation.

An analysis of global transformations reveals that the nation-state order, once the self-evident
framework for political organization, is undergoing profound conceptual and institutional
erosion in the face of environmental crises, technological breakthroughs, and shifting
identities. In this context, the nation-state emerges as a historical construct grappling with
mounting challenges. Its foundational pillars, rigid territoriality, homogeneous identity, and
absolute sovereignty no longer suffice for the effective organization of political order.
Globalization, the fluidity of communication, and the rise of transnational subjects have
inaugurated new horizons of political coexistence, necessitating a fundamental rethinking of
power, territory, and belonging. Nevertheless, moving beyond the nation-state remains a
gradual, multi-layered, and exceedingly complex endeavor, fraught with the risks of instability
and the emergence of new forms of authoritarianism. Global experience suggests that without
establishing novel frameworks of legitimacy and reconstructing political concepts, the
dismantling of the nation-state could lead to perilous institutional voids. Consequently, the
critique of and transition from the Westphalian order require a creative political imagination,
conceptual prudence, and a theoretical commitment to reconfiguring the nexus of humanity,
space, and power within more open and participatory frameworks. Only then can new political
formations move beyond the reproduction of violence and discrimination to offer possibilities
for human solidarity, global justice, and environmental sustainability.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The modern nation-state, historically rooted in
the Westphalian order of 1648, has long been
perceived as the default political organization of
space and authority. Built upon the foundational
pillars of fixed territory, homogeneous identity,
and sovereign power, the nation-state emerged
as a historically contingent response to specific
European crises. Over centuries, these
constructs were naturalized as essential and
unchangeable components of political life.
However, accelerating global
transformations—ranging from environmental
crises and technological revolutions to
transnational  identities and  economic
globalization—have increasingly challenged
the conceptual and institutional coherence of the
nation-state. The traditional framework
struggles to cope with transboundary issues
such as climate change, pandemics, and global
migration, highlighting the need for a critical re-
examination of its legitimacy and sustainability.
This paper raises the central question: Can the
nation-state be considered a historically transient
phenomenon  that, like prior political
arrangements, may evolve or dissolve? If so, what
discourses  facilitate a  post-Westphalian
imagination, and what obstacles hinder this
transition? While not presenting an idealized
utopian vision, this research critically interrogates
the existing structures and opens pathways for
alternative political imaginaries rooted in
inclusivity, shared spaces, and global solidarity.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative approach
grounded in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA),
aiming to uncover the hidden ideological and
historical structures embedded in dominant
political narratives. CDA allows the exploration
of the discursive foundations of the nation-state,
emphasizing power, legitimacy, and historical
construction.

The theoretical framework is anchored in
Critical Philosophy of History, with particular
reference to the works of Jirgen Habermas,
Jacques Derrida, and Alain Badiou. Textual
analysis of these thinkers, combined with
prominent literature on Westphalian

sovereignty, forms the empirical basis of the
study.

Data collection involved a systematic literature
review using keywords such as "nation-state,"
"Westphalian order,” "“critical history," and the
names of key theorists. Selected texts were
conceptually coded to trace themes such as
historicity, crisis, and discursive shifts.
Theoretical triangulation was applied to
enhance the reliability of findings and to avoid
reliance on a single narrative. This approach
also enables critical reflection on the limitations
within even the critical discourses themselves.

Results and Discussion

Genealogy of the Nation-State

The transition from feudal power structures to
centralized states involved the monopolization
of violence, bureaucratic expansion, and
ideological construction of the "nation."” The
Peace of Westphalia marked the beginning of
international recognition of sovereign states.
However, concepts such as “sovereignty,”
“nation,” and “territory” were politically
engineered to facilitate state-building and
homogenization.

Nationhood was not an organic emergence but a
constructed identity  reinforced  through
education, militarization, language
standardization, and symbolic unification. The
so-called "nation™ was often achieved through
the suppression of ethnic, linguistic, and
regional diversities. Territories transformed
from fluid cultural spaces into tightly controlled
political entities, giving rise to territorial
conflicts and exclusionary politics.
Legitimacy Crisis Amid
Transformations

Modern globalization has disrupted the
ideological underpinnings of the nation-state.
Transnational migration, hybrid identities, and
cultural pluralism have rendered the traditional
idea of national homogeneity obsolete.
Simultaneously, digital communication
networks have democratized meaning-making,
weakening the state's exclusive control over
national narratives.

States are increasingly incapable of fulfilling
their promises of security, welfare, and
democratic representation. Their inability to
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address  global-scale  environmental and
economic crises has eroded their legitimacy,
with citizens increasingly disillusioned about
the capacity of the nation-state to meet 21st-
century challenges.

Crisis of Territorial Form

The state's claim to exclusive territorial control
is increasingly untenable. The fluid movement
of capital, people, and information across
borders challenges the state's spatial dominance.
Contemporary  political geographies now
recognize new forms of territoriality such as
networked spaces, multi-scalar governance, and
shared sovereignties. Global metropolises,
borderlands, and transnational regions function
beyond the Westphalian model. These
configurations represent not just spatial shifts
but conceptual reorientations from territorial
exclusion to territorial cooperation. However,
they remain in tension with persistent
nationalist ~ retrenchments  and  border
securitization.

Obstacles to Post-Westphalian Transition
Despite growing critique, several obstacles
hinder the transition away from the nation-state.
Deeply ingrained notions of sovereignty,
territory, and identity are entrenched in political
consciousness and institutions. Critical theories,
while proposing alternatives (e.g., global
citizenship, shared sovereignty), often lack
institutional clarity or practical mechanisms.
Moreover, in many regions, the nation-state has
not even fully consolidated, especially in post-
colonial contexts. Thus, calls for post-national
politics may be premature or disconnected from
on-ground realities. The economic order is still
deeply reliant on state mediation, and
institutional voids could give rise to new forms
of authoritarianism.

Emergence of Multi-Layered Political
Identities

There is an emerging political consciousness
that transcends national borders. Individuals
increasingly affiliate themselves with global
communities, cities, regions, and international
institutions.  This  multiplicity of scales

necessitates a  reconceptualization  of
sovereignty not as a monolithic, territorial
monopoly, but as a networked, flexible, and
participatory process.

Alternative political forms are being tested in
transnational unions (e.g., the EU) and global
civic movements. Yet these too face legitimacy
and functionality crises, highlighting the
fragility of post-Westphalian alternatives in the
absence of robust institutional foundations.

Conclusion

This study contends that the modern nation-
state, long assumed to be the natural unit of
political life, is a historically constructed and
increasingly  inadequate  framework  for
organizing human societies in the 21st century.
Its core principles, territorial sovereignty,
national homogeneity, and exclusive authority
are under sustained pressure from forces of
globalization, environmental crises, and shifting
identities.

However, the transition beyond the nation-state
is neither inevitable nor linear. It requires a
radical rethinking of fundamental political
concepts and the development of new
institutional ~ arrangements  capable  of
embodying justice, inclusivity, and planetary
solidarity.

Rather than idealizing post-nationalism, this
study calls for cautious experimentation,
historical ~ consciousness, and  political
creativity. The way forward is not to abolish
order but to reimagine it in terms that reflect the
realities and aspirations of a deeply
interconnected world.
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