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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Avrticle type: The urban landscape in new cities of Iran, including Sadra New Town, despite having
Research Article diverse social capacities, is facing a weakness in recognizing the effective factors and
foundations for realizing social empowerment in order to improve the quality of

?Oezcgligg;jl:S design and urban landscape. This research was conducted using a mixed quantitative-
Accented: gualitative methodology to identify the effective factors in shaping the urban
2026/%5/1-7 landscape based on the empowerment of local communities in Sadra. In this regard,
. data were collected from the perspectives of 342 citizens in Sadra using a
pp: . . . .
166-185 guestionnaire. The results of the research using exploratory factor analysis (EFA)
show that five basic factors play a role in shaping the urban landscape of Sadra based
Keywords: on the empowerment of local communities, including: participatory planning and
Urban Landscape, governance, sense of place and social capital, Social security and resilience, Social
Empowerment of Local | awareness and knowledge, and Financial-economic empowerment. This research
Communities, emphasizes the importance of empowering local communities to shape the urban

Participatory Planning
and Governance,
Citizen Participation,
Sadra New Town.

landscape by creating platforms for participatory planning, collaborative governance,
and economic development in Sadra.

Citation: Hosseini, A., Rajaei, S. A., & Sadeghi, H. (2026). Explaining the empowerment of local
communities to shape the urban landscape: A case study of the new town of Sadra. Journal of
Geography and Regional Future Studies, 4(3), 166-185.

—G) &)

@ AT © Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights.  Publisher: Urmia University.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.30466/grfs.2026.56919.1207

DOR: https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.2981118.1405.4.3.9.8

1 Corresponding author: Ali Hosseini, Email: a.hosseini@ut.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.30466/grfs.2026.56919.1207
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.2981118.1405.4.3.9.8
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3942-2222
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6113-2811
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-9017-8009

Hosseini et al, Explaining the empowerment of local communities to shape the urban ... 167

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The quality of urban landscapes has become a
critical concern in newly developed towns,
where rapid urbanization and centralized
planning approaches have often produced spaces
lacking social meaning, identity, and vitality.
Urban landscape is no longer understood merely
as a physical or aesthetic construct; rather, it is
increasingly shaped by social processes,
institutional arrangements, and patterns of public
participation. In many new towns, particularly in
Iran, urban development has been dominated by
technocratic and top-down decision-making
frameworks that limit the involvement of local
communities in planning and design processes.
As a result, public spaces often fail to reflect
residents’ needs, perceptions, and cultural
values, leading to weak place attachment and
reduced social interaction. Sadra New Town,
located northwest of Shiraz, illustrates these
challenges. Despite its demographic diversity
and physical growth potential, Sadra has
struggled to develop a coherent and socially
responsive urban landscape. Previous studies
suggest that the core problem in such contexts is
not the absence of social -capital, local
knowledge, or willingness to participate among
residents, but rather the lack of institutional
mechanisms capable of translating these latent
capacities into organized and effective collective
action. Therefore, this study seeks to explain
community empowerment as a strategic pathway
for enhancing urban landscape quality in new
towns. By focusing on Sadra as a case study, the
research aims to bridge the gap between social
capacity and institutional performance and to
propose a practical framework for participatory
landscape governance.

Methodology

This research is applied in purpose and
exploratory—analytical in nature and adopts a
mixed-methods approach to comprehensively
investigate the role of community empowerment
in shaping the urban landscape. Sadra New Town
was selected as the study area due to its ongoing
development process, institutional challenges,
and observable gaps between social potential and
participatory practices. In the quantitative phase,

data were collected through a structured
questionnaire administered to local residents.
The questionnaire measured key dimensions of
community empowerment, including
participation capacity, institutional support, local
awareness, perceived quality of public spaces,
economic impacts of engagement, and social
responsibility toward the neighborhood. To
determine the sample size, Cochran’s formula for
an unlimited population was applied, resulting in
an estimated sample of 384 respondents;
however, due to incomplete responses, 340
questionnaires were ultimately analyzed. The
validity of the questionnaire was confirmed
using the Content Validity Ratio (CVR) through
the Delphi method and expert review, while
reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient. Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA)
was conducted to extract the underlying
dimensions influencing community
empowerment in urban landscape formation. The
adequacy of the data was verified using the
Kaiser—Meyer-Olkin (KMOQO) measure and
Bartlett’s test of sphericity. In parallel,
qualitative data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with municipal managers,
urban planners, and experts familiar with
participatory planning and landscape governance
in Sadra. The interviews explored institutional
barriers,  participation  mechanisms, and
perceptions of community engagement in urban
landscape processes. Qualitative data were
analyzed using thematic coding, allowing for the
identification of key themes and interpretive
categories. The integration of quantitative and
qualitative findings enabled triangulation and
strengthened the explanatory power of the
proposed empowerment framework.

Results and discussion

The results of the Exploratory Factor Analysis
revealed six principal factors influencing
community empowerment in the formation of the
urban landscape in Sadra New Town. Together,
these factors explained 60.83% of the total
variance, indicating a robust and meaningful
factor structure. Among them, the most influential
factor was “Participation and Institutional Support
in Urban Landscape Planning,” which alone
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accounted for 32.07% of the total variance. This
dominant factor underscores the central role of
institutional arrangements, transparency, and
responsiveness in shaping residents’ perceptions
of urban landscape quality. Other extracted factors
included the quality and maintenance of public
spaces, local awareness and capacity for
participation, economic dimensions of landscape-
related development, aesthetic perception and
social interaction, and individual sense of
responsibility  toward the neighborhood.
Qualitative findings strongly reinforced these
results. Interviewees consistently emphasized that
while residents demonstrate a strong willingness
to participate and possess Vvaluable local
knowledge, participation opportunities remain
largely symbolic and non-binding. Weak inter-
institutional coordination, the absence of formal
participatory platforms, and limited trust in
decision-making processes were identified as
major obstacles to effective civic engagement.
These findings align with participatory theory,
particularly Arnstein’s ladder of participation,
highlighting that participation in Sadra rarely
progresses beyond consultation. In comparison
with previous studies, this research confirms that
institutional and governance-related factors
outweigh  purely  physical or aesthetic
interventions in  shaping urban landscape
outcomes in new towns. Therefore, the primary
challenge in Sadra is not a lack of social capital
but an institutional failure to convert social
potential into sustained, organized, and effective
action.

Conclusion

This study demonstrated that community
empowerment constitutes a strategic and
necessary pathway for enhancing urban
landscape quality in new towns such as Sadra.
The findings indicate that empowerment cannot
be achieved solely through individual
motivation or awareness; rather, it requires
robust institutional frameworks that legitimize
participation, support collective action, and
integrate local knowledge into formal planning
and management processes. The proposed
empowerment-based framework highlights the
importance of  participatory institutions,
neighborhood-scale interventions, and
responsive urban governance. By redefining the
role of urban authorities from top-down
controllers to facilitators of community
engagement, new towns can move toward more
cohesive, identity-oriented, and sustainable
urban landscapes. The results provide
actionable insights for policymakers, urban
planners, and municipal authorities seeking to
institutionalize participatory landscape
planning in similar new-town contexts.
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