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Tourism, as a major driving force, can serve as a foundation for regional development. Certain
regions possess unique advantages due to their geographical and strategic positions; however,
for various reasons, they have not been able to effectively capitalize on their tourism potential.
The Caspian Sea basin serves as a prominent example of such regions. Despite its considerable
potential, the countries bordering the Caspian Sea have not fully utilized their tourism
capacities. Therefore, adopting effective strategies for the utilization and development of
tourism in this region is essential and emphasized in this study. The research methodology is
descriptive-analytical, employing a mixed-methods approach (qualitative-quantitative) based
on survey data collection. The statistical population consists of tourism experts and
professionals. Data collection tools included interviews and questionnaires. A total of 18
participants were selected for interviews through theoretical saturation, and 116 individuals
were chosen for the survey using the snowball sampling method. In the qualitative phase, 26
initial concepts were identified and categorized into seven main strategic themes: marketing,
advertising, and media strategies; facilitation of diplomacy and regional policy-making;
development of tourism infrastructure and services; strengthening local participation and
leveraging indigenous capacities; product-oriented strategies and diversification of tourism
types; managerial, organizational, and sustainability strategies; and finally, integrated and
transnational regional tourism development. The validation of the proposed strategies through
statistical testing yielded a significance level below 0.05 and an average score of 4.028,
confirming their acceptance. Additionally, the results of the Friedman test indicated that the
strategy of strengthening local participation and leveraging indigenous capacities ranked
highest with an average rank of 5.13, making it the most prominent strategy. In conclusion, the
Caspian Sea basin possesses diverse tourism potentials that can be effectively planned and
developed through diplomacy, local engagement, and integrated regional development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Tourism can be considered a major driver for
regional development. Some regions have
unique conditions due to their geographical and
strategic location, but for various reasons, they
have not been able to exploit the potential of the
tourism sector. The Caspian Sea basin can be a
prime example of these regions. Considering the
neglected tourism capacities in the Caspian Sea
basin, the dispersion and incoherence of tourism
development policies in Iran and Russia, and the
need to strengthen regional diplomacy through
tourism, a comparative study of tourism
development strategies on both sides of the
Caspian Sea is an important research gap. This
issue is especially important because, in the
current global conditions, sustainable tourism
development requires the adoption of
integrated,  participatory, and  regional
approaches. In fact, the main issue is that despite
the diverse tourism capacities in this region,
these conditions have not been used as they
should be for regional development, and
adopting appropriate regional approaches and
strategies with a view to the future can help the
growth and development of tourism in the
region. The goal of this research is to identify
the desired strategies for developing tourism in
this region, with an emphasis on the Iran and
Russia regions, with a future-oriented vision, so
that, based on these strategies, existing
obstacles can be removed and the capacities can
be fully utilized.

Methodology

This research is a quantitative-qualitative (mixed)
survey study based on a descriptive-analytical and
in-depth method that was conducted in Iran. The
data collection was in two forms: documentary-
scientific studies, and also interviews and
questionnaires. The number of 18 people was
determined through theoretical saturation, and 116
people through the snowball method, as the sample
size of interviewees and questionnaires. In the
qualitative part, the content analysis method was
used to analyze the interviews. SPSS software was
used to analyze the statistical data.

Results and discussion
Using thematic analysis, 26 initial concepts
have been identified. Based on the inferences

made, these concepts were categorized into 7
main concepts. The seven main concepts, which
are considered the tourism development
strategies of the Caspian Sea Basin, are:
marketing, advertising and media strategy,
facilitation strategy of diplomacy and regional
policy-making, strategy for developing tourism
infrastructure and services, strategy for
strengthening local participation and utilizing
local capacities, product-oriented strategy and
diversification of tourism types, management,
organizational and sustainability strategy,
integrated and transnational regional tourism
development strategy. Among the solutions
examined, the solution "Developing marine
sports tourism” received the highest score with
an average of 4.793 and a t-statistic of 148.33
and was introduced as the most prioritized
solution. After that, "Creating appropriate
tourism services and infrastructure™ (with an
average of 4.759, a t-statistic of 329.27) and
"Producing multilingual content and media
about the Caspian™ (with an average of 4.690
and a t-statistic of 373.27) are also among the
solutions that have received the most approval
and agreement from the participants. These
cases clearly indicate the urgent need to upgrade
infrastructure, effectively represent the region
in the international space, and utilize digital and
media capacities to attract foreign tourists. The
study and evaluation of the macro-tourism
strategies in the Caspian Sea Basin through a
one-sample t-test indicates that all the proposed
strategies have a mean significantly higher than
the base value of 3 and are significant at the 95%
confidence level (significance level equal to
0.000). This finding clearly shows that from the
respondents’  perspective, the  proposed
strategies have acceptable validity and
effectiveness and can be the basis for policies
and practical measures for the development of
marine tourism in the region. In total, the
average of the total strategies is 4.028 with a
relatively low standard deviation of 0.496 and a
significant t-statistic of 22.322, which indicates
a strong approval of the overall tourism
development strategies of the Caspian Sea
Basin from the perspective of the research
statistical population. The result of the
Friedman test also showed that the strategy of
strengthening local participation and utilizing
local capacities is the most prominent strategy,
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with an average rank of 13.5. The results of this
study showed that tourism development in this
basin requires an integrated and
multidimensional approach that goes beyond
cross-sectional and national measures. One of
the most important explanations obtained is that
success in the field of tourism does not depend
on the implementation of a specific policy, but
on the combination and interaction of
synergistic strategies that each cover part of the
sustainable tourism development chain. For
example, without the active participation of
local communities, even the best infrastructure
may encounter social resistance or a lack of a
sense of belonging, or for instance, without
diplomatic cooperation between countries,
marketing plans and joint tourism packages will
not succeed.

Conclusion

The analysis shows that tourism development
strategies in the Caspian Basin are
complementary and interconnected in nature
and should be implemented within a holistic
architecture. In this regard, the local partnership
strategy was not only considered as a priority,
but actually acts as the backbone of tourism
development in the region, because it

simultaneously leads to the promotion of spatial
justice, cultural and economic sustainability. On
the other hand, regional diplomacy and
transnational cooperation strategies open up
new horizons for redefining relations between
countries in the region through tourism;
especially in today's geopolitical conditions,
tourism can play a mediating role in the stability
and proximity of common interests. As a result,
the Caspian Sea Basin has diverse tourism
capacities that can be planned and developed
using diplomacy, partnership and integrated
development.
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The construction of riverside parks is a fundamental step towards protecting urban rivers.
These types of parks have multiple ecological, social and economic functions and play a
significant role in increasing the sustainability of cities. In the present study, the feasibility of
constructing riverside parks along the Sufi-Chay River in Maragheh was examined. In line
with the research objectives, AHP and SWOT models were used. The analytic hierarchy
process showed that land use criteria with a coefficient of 0.331 and land ownership with a
coefficient of 0.231 are the most important effective criteria in site selection of Sufi-Chay
riverside parks. More than 3.4 percent of the region with an area of about 30.9 hectares is
located in a class with very high suitability for the construction of riverside parks. A major part
of these areas (about 21 hectares) is located in the southern part of the Maragheh suburb. This
site was proposed for the construction of a riverside park in the south of Maragheh city and
between Pehrabad and the railway. The mentioned site has favorable conditions for the
construction of a riverside park due to a set of factors. In this regard, we can mention the large
width of the floodplain, the significant extent of the riverside lands, public ownership, proper
access to the river, favorable access to the main communication networks and the possibility
of ecological connection with the green infrastructure along the Sufi-chay River. The
assessment of the proposed site using the SWOT model also showed that the strengths and
opportunities of this site far outweigh the weaknesses and threats. Accordingly, the
construction of riverside Park on the proposed site can bring positive results such as the
protection of the Sufi-Chay River, ecological connectivity, boost of social interactions, green
space justice, and tourism promotion.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since the beginning of the 1980s, along with the
process of urban regeneration, riparian lands have
attracted much attention. On the other hand, urban
growth and land use change in cities located near
water have created numerous threats to aquatic and
coastal ecosystems, altering habitats and species
composition, disrupting hydrological systems, and
altering energy flows and nutrient cycles (Alberti,
2000). The restoration of riparian ecosystems and
surrounding barren lands can increase biodiversity,
integrate nature with the living environment, and
create a rich and extraordinary urban landscape with
diverse functions, such as flood risk management
and runoff conservation. Therefore, the protection of
urban nature through changes in landforms attracts
many visitors. Riverside ecosystems and mosaics of
interconnected ecological habitats provide abundant
capacities for recreational and educational functions
(Hopkins, 2012). In this regard, riverside parks have
received considerable attention in recent years and
are considered a fundamental step for the
connectivity and integration of nature with urban
life. In addition to their ecological and
environmental importance, the aforementioned
parks also have an effective role in many aspects,
such as increasing social interactions. In this study,
the possibility of creating riverside parks in the
vicinity of the Sufi-Chay River in Maragheh was
evaluated.

Methodology

The current applied research is based on descriptive-
analytical methodology. The most important
research data include: data of the comprehensive
plan of Maragheh city (2016), digital elevation
model (DEM) images related to the ALOS-
PALSAR satellite, Sentinel2 satellite images and
data of the Tazeh-Kand hydrometric station. The
analytical hierarchy process (AHP) and SWOT
model were used to assess the feasibility of
establishing riverside parks around the Sufi-Chay
River. Among the multi-criteria decision-making
methods, the analytical hierarchy process (AHP) is
most widely used in land use suitability analysis and
is also a powerful tool for solving complex problems
that are affected by interaction and multiple
objectives. Combining GIS and the AHP model is a
complete mechanism for exploring complex
problems and providing quick returns for the
decision-maker (Farajzadeh, 2011). The SWOT
model represents the acronyms of the four analytical
factors in the aforementioned model, which are:
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats.
In order to determine the potential and capacity of a

subject and a place, the SWOT model first evaluates
the internal and external factors affecting it, and
then, using the results obtained, different strategies
are presented for making decisions, predictions and
guidelines for improving that place or subject.

Results and discussion

The results of the weighting of the criteria effective
in locating the Sufi-Chay riverside parks in
Maragheh using AHP showed that land use, with a
weighting factor of 0.331 and land ownership, with
a weighting factor of 0.231, are the most important
criteria effective in locating the Sufi-Chay riverside
parks in Maragheh. The historical city of Maragheh
was located around the permanent Sufi-Chay river,
and throughout history, the areas around the river
have been densely built up, and the peri-urban areas
adjacent to the river have also been converted into
agricultural lands, the vast majority of which are
privately owned. On the contrary, the slope criterion
with a weighting factor of 0.024 has the least
importance and impact in the process of locating the
riverside parks in the vicinity of the Sufi-Chay river
in Maragheh.

More than 3.4 percent of the study area, with an area
of about 30.9 hectares, is located in a class with a
very high suitability for the construction of riverside
parks. However, along a stretch of the Sufi-Chay
River in the southern suburbs of the city, favorable
conditions exist for the construction of riverside
parks. In this regard, we can mention the existence
of relatively large riverside lands, low population
and building densities, the absence or limitation of
legal issues related to ownership and occupation,
proximity and appropriate access to the river banks,
favorable  access through an  extensive
communication network, and an ideal slope for
establishing infrastructure. To the aforementioned
set of factors, we can also add the immediate
proximity to the city of Maragheh, considerable size
of the area, the existence of beautiful landscapes,
extensive surrounding gardens, and favourable
connectivity with surrounding cities and villages.
Also, favorable access to the proposed area for the
construction of the riverside park is an important
step towards spatial and environmental justice.
Finally, it should be said that the construction of
riverside park can lead to the protection of the Sufi-
Chay River and prevent encroachment and
destruction of the river channel and riparian lands.
Thus, along the southern stretch of the Sufi-Chay
River in the Maragheh suburb (between Pehrabad
and the railway) is proposed as the site for the
construction of a riverside park with diverse
ecological, environmental, and socio-economic
functions.
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In relation to the internal factors (strengths and
weaknesses) of the SWOT model, the total weighted
scores of strengths (S) were calculated to be 1.55,
and the total weighted scores of weaknesses (W)
were calculated to be 1.10. Thus, the strengths
outweigh the weaknesses, which indicates the high
inherent potential of the proposed site for the
construction of the Sufi-Chay riverside park.
According to the results of combining different
criteria, it was also determined that the proposed site
(the boundary between Pehrabad and the railway)
meets the necessary conditions for the construction
of the riverside park in terms of the majority of
indicators. In relation to the external factors
(opportunities and threats), the total weighted scores
of opportunities (O) were about 1.40, and the total
weighted scores of threats (T) were about 1.14.
Thus, the opportunities outweigh the threats.
According to the results, the construction of the
riverside park in the proposed site can have
numerous positive ecological, social and economic
consequences.

Conclusion

In the present study, the results of combining eight
criteria effective in the site selection of riverside
parks showed that suitable areas for the construction
of riverside parks of various sizes can be found
around the Sufi-Chay River. These areas are
distributed especially in the south of the city
(between Pehrabad and the railway), which also has

a desirable area for the creation of green-blue
infrastructure. In this regard, we can mention the
large width of the floodplain, vast riverside lands,
public ownership, suitable access to the river,
desirable access to the main communication
networks, and the possibility of ecological
continuity with the green infrastructure along the
Sufi-Chay River and the surrounding natural areas.
Also, in the urban stretch of the river, there are
relatively small areas that can be used for the
ecological connectivity of green spaces and natural
areas along the Sufi-Chay River. In this regard, the
experiences of constructing mini-parks or pocket
parks were cited. The evaluation of the proposed site
for the construction of the Sufi-Chay riverside park
using the SWOT model also showed that the
proposed riverside park has many strengths and will
create numerous opportunities to increase the
sustainability of the city of Maragheh.
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After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russia, with the aim of preserving its territorial
integrity and preventing another collapse by adopting strategies and resorting to various means,
has taken steps to establish military bases and expand political influence in the countries of the
South Caucasus. Also, Russia, by investing and being present in energy equations and strategic
corridors in the region, is now acting as a superior and influential power in the South Caucasus.
In the meantime, Russian officials have sought to maintain their sphere of influence in the
layers of power in the South Caucasus, which, while preserving the Kremlin's share of the
power structure in the region, will contribute significantly to the development of its ambitions
and gaining a hegemonic position on the Eurasian chessboard. The present study, with a
futures-oriented approach, seeks to answer the main question: What strategy is Russia pursuing
for establishing order in the South Caucasus? The hypothesis that can be put forward is that
after the collapse of the Soviet Union and the decline of Russian power in the South Caucasus,
the Kremlin, with the aim of maintaining its territorial sovereignty through operations to
establish order and create political, economic, cultural, and military arrangements, has gained
significant influence in the South Caucasus, which has made Russia the dominant power in the
region. In the meantime, Moscow authorities are trying to maintain their influence and
hegemonic power in the South Caucasus, which, while securing and guaranteeing their
interests in the region, allows Russia to influence the decisions of regional governments and
thereby preserve the future order and equations of the South Caucasus in favor of the Kremlin
and to the detriment of competing actors. This research is qualitative in nature, and in terms of
its implementation method, it is of a descriptive-explanatory type that is written with a futures-
oriented approach.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The growing need of the South Caucasus
countries to sell and transport energy and find a
suitable market for it has paved the way for
Russia’s presence in the region. On the other
hand, the political and security dependencies of
some South Caucasus countries on Russia have
enabled Russia to achieve its long-term goals as
a global power and the sole regional hegemon,
which will have a significant impact on
maintaining and expanding the Kremlin’s
sphere of influence in the South Caucasus. By
employing various tools and policies and
influencing the security arrangements of the
region, Russia has sought to exert and maintain
influence in the region and advance its foreign
policy goals.

Methodology

The present research is of an applied type and
has a descriptive-explanatory approach. In the
descriptive-explanatory method, the researcher
seeks to accurately describe the current state of
a subject or phenomenon, which includes
collecting information to test a hypothesis or
answer questions related to the current state of
the subject under study, and its purpose is not to
create change or intervene in that phenomenon;
rather, it only describes it. Descriptive research
has both an applied aspect and a basic aspect in
which the results of this research are used in
decision-making and policy-making, as well as
planning, in the applied dimension. This
research is of a qualitative nature and was
conducted with a futures research approach.
Futures research seeks to understand existing
trends and events more accurately to identify
alternative futures and is the knowledge that
identifies more likely and possibly more
desirable futures among possible futures. The
collection of primary research information and
data was carried out based on library and
Internet studies.

Results and discussion

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991,
Russia has considered maintaining its influence
in the South Caucasus as part of its strategic
interests to remain the main power in the former
Soviet Union. Competition with the United
States and the West, and more importantly,

opposition to their intervention in the South
Caucasus as part of the near abroad (Krickovic
& Pellicciari, 2021: 93), are among the factors
that shape Russia’s strategic ambitions in the
South Caucasus.

Russia is doing its utmost to maintain its
dominance over the South Caucasus region and
IS trying to consolidate its position in the South
Caucasus through organizations under its
leadership, such as the Collective Security
Treaty Organization and the Eurasian Economic
Union. By deepening and institutionalizing
these organizations, which are mainly under
Moscow’s influence; It can further expand its
informal control over these countries in various
economic, energy, trade and defense spheres
(Racz, 2012: 1). Russia’s military presence in
Karabakh is a trump card for Putin, who has
been waiting for such an opportunity for years
to deploy a significant and legitimate military
force on Azerbaijani soil. In fact, the 2020
Karabakh agreement goes beyond all existing
field equations and is separate from what Baku
and Yerevan achieved. This agreement is a
Russian attempt to “restore part of the security
sphere of the former Soviet Union”. That is why
in Western circles the Karabakh ceasefire
agreement is referred to as the “Russian
method” or the “Moscow agreement” to end the
44-day conflict. (Shirazi & Jafarifar, 2022: 14).
The Kremlin insists on its presence along the
corridor, citing the provisions for Russian
security personnel to manage the land corridor
in the 2020 ceasefire agreement between
Armenia and Azerbaijan brokered by Moscow.
Moscow has attempted to lead negotiations on
transport and communications with the 2021
Trilateral Commission of Russia, Armenia, and
Azerbaijan, and in key bilateral formats
(Melvin, 2024: 23-24). Russia is a vital
economic actor for the South Caucasus
countries. Indeed, sanctions imposed on Russia
due to its invasion of Ukraine have strengthened
the interdependence between Russia (through
the Eurasian Economic Union, Belarus, and
Central Asia) and the countries of the region.
The Ukrainian war has far-reaching
implications for the geoeconomics of the South
Caucasus, and the region’s role as an energy and
trade corridor is becoming even more important
for Russia (Akhvlediani, 2024: 5). While
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Armenia may be able to “move away from
Russia” by  diversifying its  security
partnerships, there are real limits to how far
Armenia can go, at least in the medium term (De
Waal, 2024: 4). Moscow may also be prepared
to threaten Yerevan with more direct responses
if Armenia deviates from Russian interests
(Barseghyan, 2024: 1).

Conclusion

After Putin came to power in 1999, Russia’s
expansionist mentality in the peripheral regions
has been the dominant aspect of the Kremlin’s
foreign policy behavior in the South Caucasus.
The continuation of this view has been a factor
in Moscow considering the security issues in
this region inseparable from its vital interests. In
this regard, Russia has resorted to creating
concepts such as “near abroad” and “Russian
Monroe Doctrine” (Simbar & Shiravand, 2016:
117), which indicate the importance of this
region in the view of Kremlin officials. Kremlin

officials believe that Russia must remain the
leading power in the region in order to maintain
its territorial integrity and prevent further
collapse. Therefore, Moscow is trying to expand
its sphere of power and influence in the South
Caucasus region and, through this, is trying to
shape the equations of power and regional order
in line with its strategic goals and policies. As
the Russian Federation, by ceding the region to
the West, will degrade its position and
credibility in the South Caucasus region.
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In the era of rapid global transformations, industrial cities play a key role in achieving
economic growth and spatial development. However, environmental, social, and technological
complexities have highlighted the necessity of revising traditional approaches to the
development of these cities. Future-oriented strategies serve as an efficient tool, enabling the
identification of key drivers and the design of sustainable scenarios for the development of
industrial cities. Therefore, the present study sought to provide positive solutions for managers
and officials regarding the urban development of Bandar Mahshahr. This was done using a
new strategic mindset and an inside-out perspective to identify internal resources and
capabilities, macro-environmental factors, and positive attributes, in addition to evaluating
current functions. This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in
terms of data collection, utilizing questionnaires as the data gathering tool. The Meta-SWOT
model and PESTEL analysis were used for data analysis. The research findings indicate that
Bandar Mahshahr City's urban development resources and capabilities possess strategic value
and play distinct roles in advancing long-term objectives. The key factors include the
Petrochemical Special Economic Zone, strategic access to the Persian Gulf, physical
development capacity, commercial jetties, and oil and gas resources. The city's development
is subject to macro-environmental variables beyond the control of urban management, such as
economic fluctuations, climate change, sanctions, and geopolitical threats. This situation
necessitates flexible, resilient, and multidimensional strategies to maintain the dynamism of
urban development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The development of industrial cities struggles
with numerous issues, including rapid growth of
urban population, increasing pollution, and the
emergence of social and economic inequality,
all of which are serious challenges in the path of
sustainable development of these cities.
Moreover, rapid technological transformation
and change in production and consumption
patterns require a fundamental review of
methods and policies in traditional urban
development. The concept of industrial cities
development is of a multidimensional nature
and includes economic, social, environmental
and technological dimensions. The intensity and
scope of this issue are such that it directly
influences the quality of life of residents,
stability, the environment and the economic
growth of the region. Many factors, such as
government policies, industrial investments,
climate change and technological advances, are
among the most important elements that are
effective in this issue. Serious consequences
such as intensifying social inequality,
environmental degradation, reducing economic
competition, and a decline in quality of life, can
follow. Also, the risks of these conditions may
lead to the migration of expert workforces,
increased social tensions and incidence of
environmental crises. In the meantime, the lack
of future strategies that can create a balance
between economic development, environmental
sustainability, and social cohesion is noticed in
urban planning. Traditional development
approaches, which have often been
concentrated on physical and economic
intervention, failed to respond effectively to the
multidimensional needs of industrial cities, and
in some cases, intensified inequality and
destruction. On the other hand, the emergence
of modern technologies, such as the Internet,
artificial intelligence, and green economy,
opportunities has provided these cities with a
chance to recreate, but the lack of integrated and
participatory frameworks to take advantage of
these opportunities has impeded the realization
of sustainable development. Therefore, the main
issue of this research is: What strategies of
foresight can influence Sustainable
development of industrial cities?) In Iran,
Bandar Mahshahr city due to strategic location

in the south of the country, access to open
waters, and large Petrochemical industries
deployment has a special role in the industrial
development planning system. However, the
city's development process in recent decades
has faced numerous economic, environmental,
social and management challenges. Bandar
Mahshahr as one of the most important
industrial cities of Iran plays an important role
in the country's economy with its extensive
petrochemical industries. But at the same time
faces significant environmental and social
challenges. The important question of the
research is: How to identify and analyze key
propellers for the development of Mahshahr
Industrial City by using the future research
approach that can assist in sustainable
development of this city.

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of purpose and
is descriptive-analytical in terms of method.
Theoretical data was prepared using the
documentary method, and empirical data was
prepared using the survey method, based on
field research and interviews. Meta-SWOT
method requires that we get the information
from experts. To select the Delphi team,
because the purpose is not to generalize the
results, the targeted sampling method has been
used. The criteria for selecting experts, was
theoretical mastery, practical experience, the
willingness and ability to participate in research.
In determining the number of experts, the
comprehensiveness of different views in the
research is assured. The number of experts
participating in Delphi was between 14 and 21
people. According to the above criteria, finally
21 managers, experts and university experts and
research centers were selected to participate in
the research process. To process information
and to provide future strategies influencing
Bandar Mahshahr development has been used
by the SWOT-Meta model and PESTEL
analysis. The Meta-SWOT model was
employed to identify the position of Bandar
Mahshahr City, including the value, rarity,
inimitability, and non-substitutability (VRIN)
of its resources and capabilities; the extent of the
impact of internal factors on controlling threats
or optimally utilizing external opportunities;
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and to examine the degree of alignment between
objectives, resources, and capabilities

Results and discussion

In comparison, Bandar Mahshahr holds a
superior  position across most  urban
development indicators among its regional
competitors, namely Abadan, Omidiyeh,
Gachsaran, and Masjed Soleyman. Abadan is
considered the only close competitor, as it has a
relatively similar status in terms of access to the
Persian Gulf and urban infrastructure. However,
it lacks a special economic zone and industrial
diversity. Despite their oil and gas resources,
Omidiyeh and Gachsaran are at a lower level in
terms of other urban infrastructure and capacity.
Masjed Soleyman, despite its historical
background in the oil industry, is significantly
behind Mahshahr in terms of infrastructure,
municipal services, and attracting investment.
Overall, Mahshahr's combined advantages—in
transportation,  port  facilities  (jetties),
workforce, and supportive policies—have
placed it in a far superior strategic position for
urban and industrial development compared to
its rivals

Conclusion

The results of this research indicate that Bandar
Mahshahr City's urban development resources
and capabilities possess varying strategic value
and functionality, with some playing a more
prominent role in advancing long-term
development objectives. Factors such as the
presence of the Petrochemical Special
Economic Zone, strategic access to the Persian
Gulf, the capacity for physical city
development, access to the commercial port and

jetties, and oil and gas resources have the
highest level of influence. These elements are
not only valuable and non-substitutable but are
also difficult to imitate due to their unique
characteristics, thus playing a key role in
implementing  future-oriented  strategies.
Furthermore, some components have gained
greater importance in terms of policy urgency
and alignment with current developmental
needs, particularly in the infrastructural and
spatial domains where the greatest potential for
actualization lies. The identified drivers suggest
that the development of the industrial city of
Bandar Mahshahr requires a comprehensive and
multidimensional approach that considers
economic, social, and environmental aspects.
Drivers such as reducing air pollution,
protecting water resources, and developing
transportation  infrastructure  were  also
recognized as supporting yet essential factors.
These drivers contribute to environmental
sustainability and improved living conditions in
the region. Ultimately, these drivers are
presented as the basis for future planning toward
achieving the sustainable development of
Bandar Mahshahr City, highlighting the
necessity of coordination between various
governmental and private sectors.
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Flooding is one of the hazards that has caused a lot of damage in different regions in recent
years. Flooding is a devastating and destructive factor and is one of the hazards that causes a
lot of financial and human losses every year. The aim of this research is to identify and analyze
the key indicators that affect urban flooding in Talesh city. This research is applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of method with a futures research approach. The
Delphi technique, as well as the documentary and field survey methods, were used to collect
information. The statistical population of this study was 25 urban experts who were selected
based on snowball sampling. Among the 29 main variables that were selected by experts using
the Delphi method, based on the experts' scoring in the interaction matrix and entering these
scores into the MINMAC software, the results showed that 9 factors were identified as key
factors and effective indicators for causing floods in Talesh city, which are: precipitation,
vegetation, tree cutting, creation of agricultural lands, development of planning at the county
level, county management, plowing in the direction of the slope, development of settlements
in the river area, and population density. It is important to note that the creation of agricultural
lands based on cutting trees and destroying vegetation and increasing population, and other
important factors, in addition to heavy rainfall in the region, are the main cause of flooding in
Talesh city.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the dangers that has always threatened
the lives of human societies for centuries is the
occurrence of disasters and accidents that, in the
event of ignorance and lack of preparation,
cause irreparable damage to various aspects of
human life, including residential, social,
economic, environmental, and psychological
areas. According to United Nations statistics,
among natural hazards, floods and storms have
caused the most damage and casualties to
human societies. Considering that Iran is one of
the major flood-prone areas in the world and
sometimes destructive floods make parts of the
country unstable and in crisis, studying and
paying attention to understanding this
phenomenon becomes particularly important.
Iran is located in a region with high flood
intensity in the world, and in most of the past
years, about 70 percent of the annual funds of
the plan to reduce the effects of natural disasters
and unforeseen events have been spent on
compensating for the damages caused by them,
and the 250 percent growth in the country's
flood damages in the past five decades also
confirms this claim. In view of this, the flood
trend in the north of the country has also
increased sevenfold compared to the previous
four decades, with 74 percent of these incidents
occurring in the past twenty years. Gilan
province is also considered one of the country's
disaster-prone provinces, and according to the
announcement of the Director General of the
Governorate's Crisis Management, Gilan is
among the top five provinces in facing natural
disasters. Also, its proximity to the Caspian Sea
and the benefit of oil and gas fields have given
it a special political and economic position.

Methodology

The research method in this study is descriptive-
analytical, an applied study based on a futures
research approach. In the first round, using the
content analysis method in the form of a closed
questionnaire, the effective components on the
spread of urban flooding were collected. In the
second round of Delphi, the effective
components from the first stage were
prioritized. In this way, the total number of
items raised in the first round was summarized
and presented to a limited number of experts for

opinion in order to identify the most important
variables. In the second stage of the research
process, using the interaction matrix, the degree
of influence of the primary factors on each other
was scored in the form of an expert
questionnaire and by considering the effect of
the row on the column. The degree of
correlation of the variables was also measured
between zero and three. In the next step, the
scores were entered into the MICMAC
software. The output of the interaction analysis
model shows the relationships between the
variables, which the MICMAC software has the
ability to convert relationships into special
shapes and diagrams and with its features
enables easy analysis of the relationships of the
system structure.

Results and discussion

The results of the scatter diagram of variables
and their positions based on the direct effects of
variables using the MIMAC software indicate
that among the 29 key factors identified in the
vulnerability of Talesh city, 4 factors
(precipitation, city management, planning at the
city level, population density) have a greater
impact on the creation of floods in Talesh city.
In this research, the strategic and most key
variables include precipitation, city
management, planning at the city level, and
population density. In the second category,
which is located in the northeastern area of the
figure, there are variables that have high impact,
including vegetation cover, development of
settlements in the river area, cutting down trees,
creation of agricultural land, vegetation cover,
human factors such as plowing in the direction
of the slope, land uses, and land use zoning. The
status of these variables in the development of
Talesh city is both in the group of many other
variables and has a great impact on other
variables. The third group is the regulatory
variables that are located in the center of the
figure and can be upgraded to influential
variables or bimodal variables depending on
government policies; these variables include the
removal of materials from river banks and the
management of the county's crisis. The category
of influential variables that are most affected by
other variables includes the variables of the
watershed, drainage network, runoff collection
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system, local flood barriers, construction of
forest roads, soil and erosion. The last group is
the independent variables.

Conclusion

The key factors affecting the flooding of Talesh
city with a futures research approach are natural
(rainfall, vegetation), infrastructural (human
factors such as plowing on slopes, cutting down
trees, creating agricultural land) and social (city
management, planning at the city level,
population density). It is suggested that a study
be written and compiled on the pathology of
flooding of communication networks and vital
arteries based on emergency routes in urban and
rural settlements of Talesh city. The use of
modern and up-to-date technologies and
equipment should be used to better provide
services and the desired method of relief to
population centers in need of relief during a
possible flood crisis in population settlements of
Talesh city. The creation of minimum criteria

and standards for important, sensitive and vital
uses should be considered. The successful
experiences of advanced flood-prone countries
should be used to optimally manage the
potential flood crisis in Talesh city, and
appropriate mechanisms should be considered
to prevent the establishment and creation of
urban settlements, as well as the construction of
buildings in flood-prone areas.
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The university innovation district, as a vital hub for the convergence of ideas and resources,
can contribute to local and national communities. Accordingly, the aim of the present research
is scenario planning for the university innovation district at Islamic Azad University of Isfahan,
Khorasgan Branch, with a futures studies approach. This research is applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature. Data collection is based on library and field
methods. For data analysis, environmental scanning and MICMAC software , ScenarioWizard,
and Expert Choice were used. The findings from environmental scanning indicate that 30
factors influence innovation at Islamic Azad University of Isfahan, among which 15 factors in
4 dimensions are identified as key factors in the university’s innovation. Then, possible
scenarios for each key factor were designed and analyzed using ScenarioWizard software,
resulting in two strong and credible scenarios. Subsequently, the main elements of the
university innovation district—including drivers of high uncertainty and importance, key
predetermined factors, scenarios, and policies—were analyzed and explained. The research
findings show that realizing the university innovation district at Islamic Azad University of
Isfahan (Khorasgan Branch) requires adopting key policies that integrally provide the
necessary platform for innovation development. One of these policies is multilateral
cooperation among the university, government, and industry, which acts as the main factor of
the innovation district. This cooperation not only enables synergy among the three key sectors
of society but also accelerates the commercialization process of new ideas and technologies.
Moreover, implementing joint projects between the university and industry serves as a
practical tool to link academic research with real market needs. By effectively implementing
these policies, Islamic Azad University of Isfahan will be able to create a conducive
environment for innovation growth that not only supports scientific development but also
positively impacts the region’s economic growth.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Islamic Azad University of Isfahan has
educational and service environments, and
considering that it is a concentrated university
campus, the establishment of an innovation
district aimed at advancing knowledge through
education, learning, support, startup business
development, and service provision within this
university campus is increasingly felt. As a
strategic step, creating an innovation zone for
Islamic Azad University of Isfahan in one of
Iran’s metropolitan cities provides an opportunity
to initiate practical and operational actions. By
establishing a suitable foundation for the core of
university innovation districts, it contributes to a
more dynamic, sustainable, knowledge-based,
and innovative economic development. This
foundation aims to create value for the growth of
standards, quality of life, and entrepreneurship,
which in turn fosters economic development.
Since an innovation district is a more evolved
form of a knowledge city, the present research
seeks to propose a model for establishing an
innovation district for Islamic Azad University of
Isfahan to support the realization of startups.

Methodology

This present research is applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature. To
gather the necessary data, both library and field
methods were employed. In the library method,
environmental scanning was used to examine
theoretical foundations, background of the
subject, and to collect dimensions and indicators
influencing academic innovation. In the field
method, semi-structured questionnaires were
utilized in several stages to complete the required
data. Additionally, to ensure informed selection of
experts, purposive sampling was employed to
select ten specialists in urban planning and
architecture from Islamic Azad University of
Isfahan, who are knowledgeable in urban
planning and work within academic and urban
planning environments. For data analysis,
MICMAC, Scenario Wizard software were used,
and subsequently, the AHP method was applied to
map alternative futures.

Results and discussion
The results indicate that the realization of the
university innovation district at Islamic Azad

University of Isfahan (Khorasgan Branch)
requires the adoption of key policies that, in a
coordinated and integrated manner, provide the
necessary foundation for the growth and
development of innovation. One of these policies
is multilateral cooperation among the university,
government, and industry, which acts as the main
driving forces of the innovation district. This
cooperation not only enables synergy among the
three key sectors of society but also accelerates the
commercialization process of new ideas and
technologies. Furthermore, implementing joint
projects between the university and industry
serves as a practical tool to link academic research
with real market needs. In addition to these
measures, holding regular meetings among elites,
industrialists, and entrepreneurs plays a
significant role. These sessions provide a platform
for exchanging knowledge, ideas, and experiences
among various actors in the innovation ecosystem
and can lead to the identification of new
challenges and opportunities. Finally, introducing
the programs and objectives of the innovation
district to investors is another vital policy that
facilitates attracting investor participation. This
action not only helps secure sustainable financial
resources for innovative projects but also builds
trust and support among investors, encouraging
their active involvement in the innovation process.
By effectively implementing these policies,
Islamic Azad University of Isfahan will be able to
create a conducive environment for innovation
growth that not only supports scientific
development but also positively impacts the
region’s economic growth. The present research
highlights the importance of a futures studies
approach in managing and developing innovation
districts, demonstrating that through precise
planning and appropriate policy adoption, the
identified key factors can be leveraged to
strengthen innovation. Moreover, this study
provides a valuable model for other universities
and educational institutions to achieve sustainable
scientific and technological development using
similar approaches.

Conclusion

Project results are fundamentally in line with the
findings of Pourarabi et al. (2020). The findings
of this study showed that individual experiences
in innovative environments increase social
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participation. The present study also makes the
point that environmental and experience-based
spaces provide a platform for the synergy of
memories, increased belonging and active
participation of academics, entrepreneurs and
other stakeholders. On another level, the
research of Carvalho and Noronha (2025) using
structural tools on tactical urbanism as a means
to increase social participation and enhance
public space shows that the success of
innovation zones does not depend solely on
macro policies or institutional cooperation, but
also on the quality of the environmental and
social environment. The findings of Pourmatin
and Rafiian (2023), which focus on the pivotal
role of the university and the science and
technology park as an anchor area for
innovation and entrepreneurship  studies,
directly overlap with the results of the present
study. It also introduces the Islamic Azad
University of Isfahan Branch as the central core
of the innovation zone and emphasizes the
necessity and cooperation between the
university, industry and government to

implement a sustainable domestic innovation
ecosystem. Therefore, considering the future-
oriented and systemic research, based on the
synergy between key players, environmental
and infrastructure design, targeted policy-
making and active domestic social participation
is needed. This study has developed the findings
of previous studies by providing a
comprehensive and future-oriented proposal for
the analysis and improvement of the university
innovation zone.
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In this study, while systematically reviewing the futures literature and conceptually analyzing
“future images” and “future grand images,” a set of synonymous and related terms was first
identified, and the theoretical framework of grand images was defined, emphasizing
components such as the multiplicity of the future, the flexibility of the image, and the role of
collective memory. In fact, in the first part of the study, by reviewing all definitions and
theoretical approaches in the field of future images and grand images, it became clear that the
main difference between the two lies in the level of analysis and their temporal and spatial
scope: While “future images” focus on a specific area or topic in the medium term, “future
grand images” focus on interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral interactions, cover a very long-
term period and a transnational scale, and have attempted to consider all economic, social,
cultural, environmental, and technological dimensions in an integrated framework. In the next
step, using a combined qualitative-quantitative approach, about 200 selected articles from the
Web of Science database (1950-2025) were reviewed and in the qualitative section, conceptual
dimensions were extracted using the content analysis method; then, the bibliographic data of
the articles, including authors, keywords, and references, were post-processed, and co-citation
maps and thematic clusters were drawn using VOSviewer software. The findings of the
scientometric section were that the publication of articles in the field of "future images" has
increased exponentially after 2000, and the focal points of research are in developed countries;
topics such as educational futures studies, public policy, technological innovation, and social
psychology have received more attention than other fields. On the other hand, the citation
network maps indicated that concepts such as "future multiplicity,” "scenario-making," and
"sustainability" have become hubs in the scientific structure of this field.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Images of the future serve as cognitive and
motivational anchors that shape individual and
collective decision-making. While the concept
of “future images” has been explored
extensively—encompassing forecasts,
scenarios, and mental models—the strategic
notion of a “grand image” or “mega image”
remains underdeveloped despite its pivotal role
in guiding long-term policy and societal
transformation. A grand image transcends
isolated scenarios by offering an integrative,
system-level perspective that aligns diverse
stakeholder aspirations into a shared vision. In
an era of accelerating technological innovation,
climate uncertainty, and socio-political flux,
crafting robust grand images is critical for
enhancing strategic coherence and resilience.
This research addresses two principal gaps.
First, it establishes a unified conceptual
framework for the grand image of the future by
synthesizing terminologies from futures studies,
sociological theory, and information mapping.
Second, it empirically charts the evolution and
structure of grand-image scholarship via
scientometric analysis. By bridging conceptual
refinement with empirical evidence, the study
aims to equip scholars, planners, and
policymakers with analytical tools and
actionable insights necessary for designing and
legitimizing grand images that are both
visionary and evidence-based.

Methodology

A sequential mixed-methods approach guided
this research in two distinct phases:

Qualitative Conceptual Analysis Literature
Collection: A systematic review identified 60
cornerstone publications (books and articles)
from futures studies, sociology, and information
science that discuss future images or related
concepts. Keywords included “future images,”
“grand image,” “megatrends,” and “big
picture.”

Thematic Analysis: Employing Braun and
Clarke’s six-phase framework, textual excerpts
were coded to reveal underlying dimensions.
Three core dimensions emerged:

Multiplicity of Futures: Recognition that
multiple, divergent futures can coexist as

alternative possibilities rather than a single
forecast.

Image Flexibility: The capacity of an image to
adapt dynamically to new data, stakeholder
feedback, and emerging trends.

Collective Memory: The role of cultural
narratives, myths, and historical consciousness
in shaping shared expectations of the future.
Quantitative Scientometric Mapping

Data Retrieval: Web of Science was queried for
articles published between 1950 and 2025 using
Boolean expressions: "Futures images" OR
"Image of the future”™ OR (grand image AND
future). After screening for relevance, 200
articles were retained.

Data Preprocessing: Bibliographic metadata—
titles, authors, institutional affiliations,
keywords, and  citation  counts—were
standardized. Synonyms and variant author
names were unified.

Network Analysis: Using VOSviewer, we
generated:

Co-citation Networks: To identify major
intellectual hubs (e.g., scenario planning,
sustainability futures, social psychology of
future).

Keyword Co-occurrence Clusters: To uncover
thematic groupings and research frontiers.
Temporal Overlay Visualizations: To track the
emergence and maturation of grand-image
discourse post-2000. Case Study and Expert
Validation: A panel of five futures-studies
experts conducted qualitative content analysis
on Iran’s “Second Step” national vision
statement. Through iterative coding and
consensus workshops, four strategic themes
were extracted and validated as components of
a coherent grand image.

Results and discussion

The integration of qualitative and quantitative
findings yields several insights:

Conceptual Clarity and Dimensions Thematic
analysis confirmed that a grand image must
balance breadth (multiplicity) with depth
(flexibility) and be anchored in collective
memory to achieve cultural resonance. This
three-dimensional framework clarifies how
grand images differ from narrow scenarios: they
articulate a system-level narrative that can
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accommaodate diverse pathways and stakeholder
interpretations.

Scientometric Trends Publication Trajectory: A
steep increase in futures-studies publications
since the early 2000s reflects growing academic
and practical interest.

Core Hubs: Co-citation networks reveal
scenario planning (e.g., Schwartz, 1991),
sustainability futures (e.g., Dator, 2009), and
psychological dimensions of future perception
as foundational clusters.

Research Frontiers: Keyword co-occurrence
highlights ~ emergent  themes:  scenario
narratives, future multiplicity, participatory
foresight, and digital futures mapping.
Grand-Image Gap: Only 13 % of the analyzed
articles directly engage with the concept of a
grand image, indicating a substantive
conceptual diffusion and a need for focused
scholarship.

Case Study Insights The expert panel’s analysis
of the “Second Step” vision statement distilled
four interrelated themes:

Revolutionary Values: Ideological foundations
that convey purpose and unity.

Civilizational Outlook: Framing national
development within a broader historical and
cultural continuum.

Development  Strategies:  Sector-specific
roadmaps for education, industry, and
technology.

Civic Participation: Mechanisms for inclusive
engagement and co-creation. These themes
were synthesized into a cohesive grand image
that demonstrates methodological feasibility: a
structured extraction of strategic narratives from
policy texts can yield a legitimate, motivating,
and actionable vision.

Implications for Practice Policy Design:
Policymakers can leverage the grand-image
framework to align sectoral strategies under a
unified narrative, thus enhancing coherence and
buy-in.

Participatory  Futures: Involving diverse
stakeholders in grand-image development
ensures representativeness and reduces socio-
cultural bias.

Digital Narrative Tools: Integrating
VOSviewer-style mapping with interactive
storytelling platforms can enable real-time co-
creation and iterative refinement of grand
images.

Conclusion

This research advances both theory and practice
by articulating a clear conceptualization of the
grand image of the future and empirically
mapping its scholarly contours. The proposed
three-dimensional ~ framework—multiplicity,
flexibility, collective memory—provides a
diagnostic lens for evaluating and designing
grand  images.  Scientometric  mapping
illuminates the intellectual structure of the field
and exposes critical gaps, notably the
underrepresentation of grand-image—focused
studies. The case study confirms that policy
documents can serve as rich substrates for
extracting strategic narratives, provided that
expert-driven content analysis is applied.

To foster robust grand-image practice—
particularly in non-Western contexts—the study
recommends: (1) developing localized
scientometric infrastructures that integrate
English and Farsi publications; (2) expanding
participatory, field-based futures workshops to
harness diverse stakeholder perspectives; and
(3) adopting digital narrative-mapping tools to
support iterative co-creation. By bridging
conceptual rigor with empirical mapping and
participatory methodologies, futures scholars
and policymakers can craft inclusive, evidence-
based grand images that galvanize collective
action toward sustainable, resilient futures.
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Geotourism is a combination of the words earth and tourism and refers to tourism that has
geological, morphological and cultural attractions. The purpose of this research is to evaluate
the geotourism capabilities and geomorphological destinations of Nir County for economic
development. The nature of this research is descriptive-analytical-applied and to investigate
the geotourism potentials of the Nir region, dynamic models that examine geomorphosites
based on three scientific, added and combined values were used; the Feulet model which is
based on four criteria of origin of formation, geographical distribution, tourism and
accessibility status and finally the Kubalikova model which emphasizes scientific, educational,
economic, conservation and cultural criteria was used. The results of the evaluation based on
the national park model, dynamic model, and Kubalikovd model showed that the Nir
geomorphosite has the highest value in the category of displaying geomorphological processes
with a score of 5 and the lowest value in the category of educational benefits with a score of
0.40. Also, this area has a high value in the geological feature index with cultural heritage
value from the visitors' point of view, with a score of 1, and has a low value in the diversity
index in geomorphological forms with a score of 0.11. In general, among all the
geomorphosites in Nir county, the Bulaghlar resort has received the highest score from experts
and visitors, and the Pol-e-Germez region has the lowest score. Therefore, it is concluded that
the Nir region has unique capabilities in the field of geotourism based on the results of the
evaluation models, and this has led to the economic development of the region at the provincial
level. Finally, it is suggested that artificial intelligence tools be used in future studies to better
and more appropriately evaluate the study areas.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Geotourism is one of the practical aspects of
the advancement of human societies in
deprived areas with potential tourism
capabilities, in such a way that with a correct
understanding of the sub-branches of
geotourism science, individuals' knowledge in
discovering new points in a remote location or
outside the scope of desirable government
actions increases, leading to decentralization of
geographical locations and consequently, the
progress of each place according to its tourism
potentials. This branch of tourism, particularly
by adhering to international regulations and
standards, introduces phenomena resulting
from geology and geomorphology to tourists
while preserving their spatial identity (Abedini
et al., 2022). Geotourism is created from the
interaction between nature and man-made
structures. In geotourism, geomorphological
phenomena have a greater dominance
compared to other geological phenomena.
These audiences are not only experts and
specialists in geomorphology and geology but
also ordinary tourists and nature enthusiasts.
Today, most tourism markets are influenced by
geotourism. This is due to the abundance of
tourists seeking attractions with a natural
nature that are completely unique (Abedini et
al., 2022). In fact, in addition to emphasizing
geological and geomorphological forms and
capabilities, geotourism also highlights the
issue of the local community as well as cultural
and ecological values, which are somehow
added values, strengthen and complement
geotourism. Iran's capabilities in the field of
geotourism have led to the nomination of some
regions of Iran for inclusion in UNESCO's
World Heritage List in this branch of tourism,
considering their natural, geological, and
geomorphological features, such as the Lut
Desert, the Sahand and Sabalan mountains, and
various caves (Karami, 2007). In defining
tourism and geotourism, numerous definitions
have been provided by experts and
organizations. Tourism refers to a set of travels
undertaken with the intent of leisure, including
a collection of motivations such as rest,
recreation, business, and culture between the
origin and destination (Khajavi et al., 2015).
Iran is known as the paradise of geologists or a

geological museum with an area of 1.5 million
square kilometres (Mohabbati et al., 2018).
Iran ranks tenth in tourism attractions and fifth
in the world's biodiversity rankings, yet it has
not secured a proper position in attracting
tourists (Mokhtari & Emami-Kia, 2016). The
purpose of this research is to assess the
geotourism potential of Nir County and its
economic development using quantitative
methods.

Methodology

Dynamic models for assessing tourism potential
include various approaches that consider
scientific, cultural, economic, and conservation
criteria. The dynamic model evaluates the
geotouristic value of a site based on scientific,
cultural, and aesthetic indicators, prioritizing
expert opinions over tourists. The Kubalikova
model categorizes criteria into five groups:
scientific, educational, economic, conservation,
and aesthetic values, with scores ranging from
zero to one. The Fiolet model, designed for
France’s national parks, assesses
geomorphosites based on origin, geographical
distribution, tourism, and accessibility. This
model features two main ratings: management
and tourism, which respectively encompass
conservation planning and tourism
development, scored based on their impact from
zero to one.

Results and discussion

This study examines the geotourism potential of
Nir County and its economic development using
quantitative methods. Results from the dynamic
evaluation model revealed that Nir's
geomorphosites hold the highest value in terms
of geomorphological processes according to
experts. Visitors rated the geological features
and cultural heritage highly. In the national park
evaluation model, the Bulaglar recreational area
had the highest potential among the various
regions. According to the Kubalikova model,
the Bulaglar recreational area received the
highest score of 13.5, indicating its high
geotourism  potential.  Jahanian  (2022)
concluded that geotourism can serve as a
strategy for preserving natural and geological
heritage while fostering economic development
in these areas. Therefore, improving
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infrastructure and amenities in Nir County is
essential for tourism development. It is
recommended that artificial intelligence be used
in future assessments.

Conclusion

The results from the evaluations based on the
National Park model, the dynamic model, and
the Kubalikova model showed that the Nir
geomorphosite had the highest value in the
expert's assessment for the indicator reflecting
geomorphological processes, with a score of 5,
and the lowest value in the educational benefits
indicator, with a score of 0.40. Additionally, in
terms of visitors' assessment, the region scored
1 for geological features combined with cultural
heritage value, indicating high value, while it
scored 011 in the diversity of

geomorphological forms, showing low value.
Overall, among all the geomorphosites in Nir
County, the Bulaglar recreational area received
the highest score from both experts and visitors,
while the Pol-e-Germez area received the
lowest score.
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Cities as tourist destinations provide a suitable environment for attracting tourists by offering
historical, cultural, artistic and natural attractions. Urban tourism development, as a complex
and multidimensional process, requires detailed and forward-looking studies in the field of
urban planning and urban management. By using futures research methods, it is possible to
identify the social, economic and technological trends and changes that affect the tourism
industry. This research studied the drivers affecting the development of urban tourism in Tabriz
and conducted this analysis using futures research approaches. In this regard, several
components that can contribute to the growth and prosperity of tourism in this city were
studied, and qualitative results showed how these components can, together, lead to the
creation of a sustainable and dynamic tourism ecosystem. Also, considering global trends and
local needs, the efficiency and impact of these components on tourism development were
examined. To conduct this research, first, four components were extracted as the main
components in the economic, social, environmental and physical aspects, and then the driving
factors were identified using the Delphi method. The interaction analysis method in the
MICMAC software was used to analyze the data. According to the results obtained, creating
appropriate conditions for the development of environmental carrying capacity, land
management, training managers, restoring tourism effects, expanding tourism-related spaces,
etc., can play a significant role in the development of tourism in Tabriz, and it was concluded
that economic components have the greatest impact on the development of tourism in Tabriz.
Finally, this study can help decision-makers and urban planners to formulate effective
strategies to improve the tourism situation in Tabriz and exploit the potential capacities of this
city.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban tourism is one of the most important and
complex spatial activities of humans in urban
society. According to experts, urban tourism creates
a great cultural, social and economic opportunity for
global metropolises and capitals, which can play a
very effective role in improving the quality of life of
citizens in various dimensions. Urban tourism is a
part of citizens' leisure time in the postmodern era.
Therefore, urban tourism is continuously and
sustainably related to leisure time, leisure needs
within the city and the surrounding environment. In
cities, this industry forms an inseparable part of the
multifaceted urban services needed by permanent
and non-permanent urban citizens, and therefore,
this industry falls within the scope of urban
management planning. Today, experience has
shown that wherever tourism develops haphazardly
and without specific planning and strategy, it creates
numerous environmental and social problems, and
in the long run, the problems of tourism outweigh its
benefits (Heydari Kooshkeno, 2019). Urban
tourism, as an economic and social activity, can play
a significant role in the growth and sustainable
development of cities. For this reason, identifying
and analyzing the effective components in this area
is of particular importance. Future research in this
field can help provide effective solutions for
management decisions by identifying future trends,
challenges, and opportunities. Ultimately, by
considering these components and analyzing them
comprehensively, it is possible to achieve
sustainable and effective development of urban
tourism in Tabriz that not only helps increase
income and employment, but also improves the
quality of life of citizens. This research aims to
answer the question: What are the driving factors
that influence the development of urban tourism
based on futures studies in the city of Tabriz?

Methodology

This research is of an applied nature and is based on
futures-analytical methods. The study is conducted
with a combination of documentary and survey
methods, and a questionnaire was used to collect
data. In the first stage, the factors affecting the
driving components of urban tourism development
were identified and extracted. This identification
was carried out using the opinions of urban planning
experts. In the second stage, a targeted questionnaire
was used to identify and prioritize the influential
components using the Delphi technique, which was
distributed among 20 specialists and experts in the
field of urban and regional planning. The time
horizon of this research is considered to be five

years, from 1403 to 1408. Then, the influential
components in tourism development were analyzed
using the MICMAC software. This software works
in such a way that it enters the variables identified in
the first stage into the impact analysis matrix and
experts determine the relationship between these
variables. After collecting the information, the
interaction matrix was prepared in two stages; so
that the indicators were placed in its rows and
columns. In the present study, the study of the
influential driving components in the development
of urban tourism based on futures studies in the city
of Tabriz has been examined. Considering the
specific characteristics of each of the Iranian
metropolises, the findings of this study can help
urban officials and planners to identify the strengths
and weaknesses of the tourism industry and create
effective strategies to attract tourists. Furthermore,
by considering the rich history and culture of
different lranian metropolises, the results of this
study can help design diverse and attractive tourism
programs that will not only contribute to the
economic prosperity of these cities, but also preserve
and introduce the rich culture and history of the
country. Finally, by using the experiences and data
obtained from this study, other metropolises can
achieve models that will improve local tourism and
enhance Iran's international position as a reputable
tourism destination. This approach can lead to the
creation of job opportunities, increased income, and
improved quality of life for residents of these areas,
ultimately  contributing to their sustainable
development.

Results and discussion

After ensuring the comprehensiveness of the drivers,
in order to identify the influential components in the
development of tourism in Tabriz in the future, by
obtaining the opinions of experts in the fields of
architecture and urban planning, the data was loaded
into the MICMAC software, and a structural
analysis was performed. The scoring method for the
research variables is included in Table 4. The
dimensions of the matrix were 36x36, which was
arranged in two sections. The degree of filling was
"84.10" percent, which indicates that the selected
factors have a relatively large impact on each other.
Out of the total 1090 evaluable relationships in this
matrix, "206" relationships were zero, which
indicates that these factors have no impact on each
other, and this number accounts for about "18.89"
percent of the total matrix. This matrix also shows
that the pairwise relationship between "325" factors
is relatively weak, "410" factors are medium, "231"
factors are high, and 124" factors are potentially
affected. Based on the output of the software, the
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impact of economic, social, environmental, and
physical drivers on the development of urban
tourism in Tabriz is relatively stable, and the graph
of direct influence of variables indicates that there
are direct relationships between the variables.

Conclusion

The present study aims to study the driving factors
affecting the development of urban tourism from an
economic, social, environmental and physical
perspective based on futures studies in the city of
Tabriz. The Delphi method was used to identify key
factors. In order to investigate the factors affecting
the development of urban tourism in Tabriz and
based on futures studies approaches, scientific and
logical tools are needed to conduct accurate
analyses. In this study, the MICMAC software was
selected as a tool for analyzing the results. This
software helps to identify the connections between
different components and examine their impact on
tourism development. Using MICMAC makes it
possible to conduct a more accurate and optimal
analysis of the current and future status of Tabriz
tourism with a systematic approach. Finally, the
driving forces affecting the development of tourism
in Tabriz were identified, including: economic,
social, environmental and physical. The influential
components in the environmental sector include:
raising awareness, traffic density, environmental
carrying capacity, training managers, etc. In the

social sector, including: awareness of the local
community, increasing the culture of mobility,
security and social welfare, modeling local
residents, quality of resources, etc. In the economic
sector, including: increasing fuel prices,
competitiveness, the number of local enterprises,
increasing the amount of capital, etc. In the physical
sector, including: the existence of a zoning plan,
land use change, employment rate of residential
institutions, land management, reconstruction of
tourism works, etc. It was determined that the main
components affecting the development of urban
tourism in Tabriz city are, respectively, the existence
of a zoning plan, economic growth rate, economic
diversification, competitiveness, strengthening the
local economy, increasing the amount of capital,
traffic density level, and reconstruction of tourism
works. These components were identified as the key
drivers that facilitate the development of urban
tourism in Tabriz.
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