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Parks and green spaces are encouraged to be built in cities to address the current need to natural
environment in cities. Deficiencies in basic design or sudden shifts in these parks result in their
inability to function as expected. Thus, removing obstacles could improve the ecological and
social functions of these parks. For this reason, we have endeavoured to obtain a greater
understanding of effective factors which lead to a greener environment in Chamran park with
respect to individuals’ views to develop the quality of these parks. It is necessary to know how
this park could increase and attract more people, how it could affect the quality of people's
lives with regard to their well-being, mentally and physically and how it could help people to
have a more enjoyable and peaceful life. The primary objective of this research is to evaluate
the socio-psychological impacts of these parks on urban quality of life. This study adopts a
qualitative approach within an interpretive paradigm. Data were collected via a survey, with
the sample size determined using Cochran’s formula. Ultimately, with regard to the evaluation
that has been done by the IT method, we have concluded that the most important factor which
has influenced people's happiness largely is their accessibility to public services. Safety and
security are, respectively, the second and third most significant factors that could impact
people's views or satisfaction with regard to the quality of these parks.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of cities cannot be imagined
without the existence of green space in its
various forms. Cities have no choice but to
accept the structures and functions affected by
the existing systems in order to guarantee their
sustainability, as they are the center of
concentration of human activity and life. The
presence of green space next to the physical and
lifeless parts of cities in order to play multiple
roles, such as physical, environmental,
psychological and social functions, is
unacceptable.

Methodology

This study is applied-developmental in purpose
and employs a descriptive-analytical and
correlational research design. Data collection
involved a dual approach: a documentary and
library  study—drawing from  scientific
databases and research centers to establish the
theoretical framework—and a field survey.
Field collection and survey studies based on
physical collection (multiple visits at different
hours and days, and collecting area information
through observation), collecting questionnaires
and analyzing questionnaire data in order to
measure users' opinions, taking photos of the
details of the park and surrounding gardens,
taking notes on the details, preparation and
analysis of maps. In order to analyze the data
and study the variables, calculations, statistical
tables and graphs were made from Excel, SPSS,
Word and GIS and Photoshop software were
used to prepare the required maps. The sample
size was calculated using the Cochran formula,
and considering the population of 1,460,665
people according to the 2013 census, 384
questionnaires were distributed and collected in
Chamran Marginal Park. Questionnaires were
randomly distributed among park users. In order
to confirm the validity of the questionnaire, the
views and experiences of urban planning
professors were used, and after applying
comments and making corrections, the validity
of the questionnaire was confirmed by them.

Results and discussion

In this research, the views of the citizens and the
evaluation of their views on the quantitative and
qualitative development status of Chamran

marginal park in Shiraz city and the
effectiveness of this space in improving the
quality of life of the citizens in terms of social,
psychological and physical aspects have been
studied through a questionnaire. The analysis
and review of the data obtained from the
questionnaires have been done in two forms:
descriptive and inferential statistical analyses in
the SPSS computer software environment. The
majority of the respondents have university
education (post-diploma, bachelor's and post-
graduate degrees) and are in the age range of 20
to 50 years, and this shows that the interviewees
are aware of the questions asked in the
questionnaire. The results of the satisfaction
evaluation of urban furniture (the number and
quality of benches and places to sit, the quantity
and quality of trash cans, drinking fountains) in
the marginal park of Chamran indicate that: the
quantity and quality of the facilities, services
and furniture of the urban space are acceptable.
About 80% of the respondents have medium
and medium to high satisfaction. The
accessibility of urban spaces is one of the most
important factors for the success of such spaces,
and in this regard, Chamran Marginal Park has
been able to gain relative satisfaction among
users, with the interpretation that most people
have medium to high satisfaction. More than
80% of the respondents believe that Chamran
Park has played an important and tangible role
in improving the quality of their social life. The
undesirable thing about Chamran marginal park
is the spread of undesirable norms and
behaviors of urban life (buying and selling
drugs and alcohol, harassing overweight
children in the park, insecurity in the park,
forming illicit friendships, etc.). It is from this
place that the majority of the respondents said
its effectiveness is moderate to high. Examining
the level of people's satisfaction with the social
security of Chamran Park indicates that this
criterion is high (about 97% above the average)
among the respondents. Examining the
willingness of users of Chamran Park to return
to the park is at a high level (about 96% above
the average). In the following, the relationships
between 1- age and satisfaction, 2- gender and
satisfaction, and 3- education level and
satisfaction were examined, and it was
determined that there is no significant
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relationship between the mentioned
components and the level of satisfaction.

Finally, considering the positive role of this
urban space and the high level of satisfaction
with the mentioned space, it is necessary to
address the weaknesses, however limited, in
order to prevent the deterioration of the quality
of individual and social life.

Conclusion

Although the existence of many facilities and
spaces has, in turn, helped the usefulness of the
park, the variety of functions is low, and if the
variety of uses is increased and the parts of the
park with less frequent users are activated,
social interactions and liveliness can be
increased in these areas. If the variety of uses
increases, the age, gender and cultural diversity
of people will also increase, and this will help
increase social monitoring and increase social
interactions and liveliness of the park. In order
to make the park more prosperous, especially on
the days when it is less used or during the hours
of the night when there is less traffic, a
temporary exhibition or other uses can be

effective. However, there are some problems
regarding the physical quality and facilities of
the park, which the users have emphasized. One
of these problems is the proximity to the
highway, which has caused noise pollution and
the relative danger of the route, although safety
can be increased with measures such as the use
of noise-reducing vegetation and traffic
management. A significant issue in this area is
the shortage of parking, which leads to vehicles
idling or stopping along the roadside. This
obstructs traffic flow, slows down commuters,
and compromises overall road safety.
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One of the most important components of a sense of social security that enhances and promotes
a healthy, calm and desirable society is social vitality. One of the key components in urban
space design is vitality, as a lack of vitality in space contributes to anomalous behaviors.
However, if urban environments provide a safe and desirable environment and healthy
activities and recreation are organized in a manner consistent with the values of the
community, the active presence of the people and consequently the vitality will increase. The
purpose of this study was to investigate the status of social happiness among citizens and its
relationship with the feeling of social security. The unit of observation is the individual
(citizens). The research method in this study is descriptive and causal. The results of the
correlation analysis show that there is a significant correlation between the variables of social
security and social vitality. Factors explaining social security in the regression model and path
analysis show that the satisfaction variable, with a beta coefficient B = 0.637, has the highest
correlation with the social security variable. The second variable that is entered into the
equation in terms of the beta coefficient is positive mood. The regression coefficient of this
variable is 0.293. The third variable with respect to health outcomes is the beta coefficient of
0.265. The fourth variable entered into the model in terms of beta weight is the self-esteem
variable with a coefficient of 0.195.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Security is one of the most basic principles to
achieve the desired standards of urban comfort,
and it basically includes a quality in which
citizens are satisfied with life in the city without
fear of any man-made and environmental
threats. From this perspective, urban security
today demonstrates a significant relationship
with health and quality of life indicators, as well
as social anomalies, environmental hazards, and
technological crises. Happiness and vitality are
the  primary ingredients of  change,
transformation, and evolution of human social
life. When the people of a society enjoy social
vitality, harmony, solidarity, social belonging,
favorable social interactions, and satisfaction
with life, the mental and social health of
individuals increases, and consequently, social
harms decrease and motivation to work
improves. As a result, society will take the path
of progress. Therefore, this article will answer
the question of what the state of social vitality is
among the citizens of Ahvaz and what its
relationship is with the feelings of social
security.

Methodology

According to the main purpose of the research,
which is to investigate the effect of improving
the quality of the urban space on the level of
vitality of the citizens of Ahvaz and to measure
the level of their social vitality, a descriptive-
analytical and survey research method has been
used. This research is an applied survey in terms
of its purpose, extensive in terms of scope, small
in terms of scope and a cross-sectional survey in
terms of time. Different methods have been
used to collect the required data; In order to
formulate the theoretical foundations of the
research, to examine similar theories and studies
in this field and to present the research model,
library methods have been used, and for the data
required to test the research hypotheses, a tested
questionnaire has been used. The statistical
population of this research is all citizens of
Ahvaz, whose number is more than 1 million
and 184 thousand people. The multi-stage
cluster sampling is used in this study. In this
method, the selection of the unit of analysis and
in other words, the main unit of the study, is
done through several steps of continuous

sampling. The sample size was calculated using
Cochran's formula of 384 questionnaires. To
analyze quantitative data using SPSS software
according to the variables and their type in two
levels of descriptive statistics (prevalence,
frequency percentage, mean and standard
deviation) and after carrying out the skewness
test (the test to determine the normality of the
variables) and determining the nature of data
distribution.

Results and discussion

After determining the potential independent
variables affecting social vitality, first, in order
to investigate the existence of correlation
between the research variables, the correlation
pattern  between these variables was
investigated using the correlation matrix in
Table 2. Also, the correlation pattern between
the independent variables and the dependent
variable was conducted in order to find out the
primary relationship between them and the most
effective variable on social vitality. In order to
answer the research question about the state of
social vitality and its relationship with the sense
of social security, in addition to descriptive
analysis and correlation as a quantitative
method, multiple regression analysis was used
to analyze the research variables and explain the
significance and the impact of each of the
independent variables. In this regression model,
the dependent variable of social security was
regressed on all independent variables. Multiple
regression is used to test hypotheses and predict
changes in the dependent variable of social
security.

Conclusion

Social vitality can be considered a special
feeling that a person experiences when they
achieve their desires and goals. In fact, social
vitality comes from satisfaction with life,
individual and group success and achieving
dreams. The social vitality of any society is its
driving engine. The results of the correlation
analysis show that there is a significant
correlation between the variable of social
security and social vitality. The test of this
relationship is through the Pearson correlation
statistic (0.667), which evaluates the intensity of
the correlation as very strong. The explanatory
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factors of social security in the regression model
and path analysis show that the satisfaction
variable has the highest correlation with the
feeling of social security, with a beta coefficient
of B = 0.637. The second variable that entered
the equation in terms of the beta coefficient is
positive mood. The regression effect coefficient
of this variable is equal to 0.293. The third
variable is related to health outcomes with a beta
coefficient of 0.265. Therefore, the level of
feeling of social security in the third stage
depends on the level of health. The fourth
variable that entered the model in terms of beta
weight is the self-esteem variable with a
coefficient of 0.195. Finally, the efficiency
variable was entered into the model, yielding a

beta coefficient of 0.149. Collectively, the
independent variables demonstrated a strong
predictive power, accounting for 68% of the
variance in the feeling of social security.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The study of knowledge—its nature, sources,
and limits—has long been a central concern for
both Western and Islamic philosophical
traditions. Divergent assumptions about what
constitutes valid knowledge have given rise to
distinct epistemological paradigms, each with
its own strengths and blind spots. In modern
futures studies, four dominant schools of
thought have emerged: positivism,
interpretivism, critical theory, and integral
theory.  Positivism emphasizes empirical
measurement and linear causality;
interpretivism foregrounds meaning-making
and cultural narratives; critical theory exposes
power relations that shape our anticipations; and
integral theory seeks to synthesize multiple
dimensions of experience in a single
framework. Despite their contributions, each
paradigm struggles to fully account for the
complex, value-laden, and often uncertain
nature of how societies envision and plan for
their futures. Recognizing these limitations, this
research undertakes a critical, interdisciplinary
qualitative investigation of the epistemological
foundations underpinning futures studies. Our
aim is to map the way each paradigm addresses
seven core epistemological questions—
definition of knowledge, possibility of
knowledge, sources and methods, types of
knowledge, concepts and representations,
justification and its forms, and the nature and
criterion of truth—and to identify the gaps that
remain. In light of these findings, we then assess
the promise of an Islamic epistemological
model—one grounded in the integration of
revelation, reason, sensory experience, and
inner intuition—as a more holistic alternative
for guiding futures research.

Methodology

This  study employs a  qualitative,
interdisciplinary ~ design centered on
documentary and library research. We
systematically collected and reviewed primary
and secondary sources spanning classical
Western epistemology (from Plato and
Descartes to Popper and Kuhn), contemporary
futures-studies literature (positivist forecasting
methods, causal layered analysis, participatory
scenarios, Agenda 21 critiques, and AQAL

integral theory), and key works in Islamic
philosophy (Avicenna, Suhrawardi, Mulla
Sadra, Allameh Tabataba’i, and Ayatollah
Javadi-Amoli). To analyze these texts, we
applied a qualitative content-analysis protocol,
coding for recurring concepts, argumentative
patterns, and relational linkages among
epistemological positions. We then conducted a
comparative analysis, aligning each paradigm’s
responses to the seven epistemological issues
and cataloguing the critiques levied against
them. To ensure rigor and credibility, we
triangulated our findings across multiple
authors and traditions, and solicited peer
feedback from experts in both futures studies
and Islamic philosophy.

Results and discussion

Our analysis reveals that each paradigm offers
distinct insights but also shares critical
vulnerabilities:

1. Positivism frames knowledge as empirically
verifiable and logically reconcilable, enabling
clear forecasting models (time-series analysis,
econometric  simulation). Yet it reduces
complex social phenomena to quantitative
variables, overlooks tacit knowledge and value
commitments, and treats uncertainty as a
stochastic error rather than a fundamental
feature (Carnap 1934; Popper 1934).

2. Interpretivism illuminates how meaning is
co-constructed through language, narrative, and
cultural context, enriching scenario design by
surfacing hidden assumptions and collective
imaginaries (Gadamer 1975; Inayatullah 1998).
However, it often lacks consistent criteria for
validity, struggles with reproducibility, and can
fall prey to researcher bias and parochial
sampling (Lincoln & Guba 1985; Schwandt
2007).

3. Critical Theory exposes how power,
ideology, and social structures shape which
futures are imagined and pursued, and whose
voices are marginalized (Foucault 1972;
Boonmavichit & Boossabong 2022). Yet its
normative stance can slide into relativism,
forgoing empirical grounding and predictive
capacity, and sometimes alienates stakeholders
who demand quantifiable evidence for policy
decisions.
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4. Integral Theory aspires to integrate the inner
and outer, individual and collective dimensions
of knowing (Wilber 2005; Hines & Slaughter
2007). By mapping four “quadrants” of
experience and development levels, it
encourages multi-method scenarios and inter-
validated insights. Despite its breadth, it suffers
from conceptual complexity, a steep learning
curve, and a lack of standardized metrics for
cross-quadrant validation.

Across all four paradigms, we find persistent
challenges in addressing seven epistemological
dimensions in futures studies:

*Definition of Knowledge: Ranges from
justified  true  belief  (positivism) to
contextualized meaning-making
(interpretivism) to transformative
consciousness (integral).

*Possibility of Knowledge: Varies from
confidence in linear causality to suspicion of
grand narratives to affirmation of multiple co-
existing truths.

*Sources and Methods: Spans empirical
observation and  statistical  inference,
hermeneutic dialogue and narrative analysis,
critical discourse and participatory action, and
self-reflective introspection.

*Types of Knowledge: Includes
analytic/empirical, tacit/narrative,
emancipatory/counter-knowledge, and

holistic/systemic/spiritual.

*Concepts and Representations: Eg. “scenario,”
“trend,” “myth,” or “quadrant” are defined
unevenly and sometimes clash across
paradigms.

«Justification and Its Forms: From falsifiability
and  repeatability to credibility and
dependability to critical validity and
emancipatory verification to cross-quadrant
coherence and systemic efficacy.

*Truth and Its Criterion: Ranges from
correspondence with reality to meaningful
coherence among stakeholders to fidelity to
power critique to integral mutual validation.
These findings underscore the need for a richer
epistemological framework that can draw on the
strengths of each paradigm while mitigating its
blind spots.

Conclusion

The critical review of positivist, interpretivist,
critical, and integral epistemologies in futures
studies demonstrates that no single approach
fully captures the complexity, uncertainty, and
value-laden nature of knowledge about the
future. Positivism offers clarity and replicability
but neglects tacit, normative, and emergent
dimensions. Interpretivism reveals deep cultural
meanings but can lack methodological
consistency. Critical theory surfaces power
dynamics but may sacrifice empirical
grounding;  integral  theory aspires to
comprehensive synthesis but faces practical
barriers in operationalization. In response, this
study proposes an Islamic epistemological
model—rooted in revelation, reason, sensory
observation, and inner intuition—as a desirable
alternative for futures research. By integrating
divine guidance (wahy), rational demonstration
(‘aql), empirical investigation (hiss), and
spiritual insight (kashf), the Islamic paradigm
promises a  context-sensitive,  ethically
grounded, and methodologically pluralistic
foundation. This framework can accommodate
quantitative projections, qualitative narratives,
critical awareness of power, and holistic
coherence among multiple ways of knowing.
Future work should focus on developing
concrete methodologies and protocols—such as
hybrid scenario workshops, cross-validation
metrics, and participatory intuitions—to
translate this Islamic epistemological vision into
usable tools for policy-makers, planners, and
communities  seeking to navigate an
increasingly complex and uncertain world.
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At the end of the 20th century, urban planning faced significant challenges due to the
dominance of approaches such as modernism, which mainly emphasized technological growth.
These approaches failed to meet the growing needs of cities due to their disregard for social
and environmental dimensions. Rather, they caused instability in the biological, economic, and
physical structures of cities. In such circumstances, sustainable urban development has been
considered as one of the strategic approaches in the field of urban policymaking and planning.
Accordingly, the present study was conducted with the aim of identifying and analyzing the
key drivers affecting sustainable development in the city of Kirkuk. The type of research is
descriptive-analytical, and its purpose is applied. The data collection method was a survey, and
the statistical sample was 20 people from the urban elite. The components studied in this study
were examined in 4 dimensions (economic, socio-cultural, environmental, and institutional-
physical) in the form of 28 criteria. For analyzing the information, the future research software
MICMAC and Scenario Wizard were used. Based on the analyses conducted, among the 28
criteria, 9 key drivers: efficient local management, income and employment, sustainable urban
development laws and regulations, urban competitiveness, citizen awareness and trust,
effectiveness of government development plans, regeneration of dilapidated urban textures,
tourism development, investment (both government, foreign and private sector) had the most
direct impact and the least dependence. Scenario writing was carried out for these 9 drivers,
and 27 scenarios were written for the drivers and analyzed in the Scenario Wizard software,
and 2 strong scenarios and 7 plausible scenarios were extracted.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

At the end of the 20th century, urban planning
faced significant challenges due to the
dominance of approaches such as modernism,
which  mainly  emphasized technological
growth. These approaches, due to their
disregard for social and environmental
dimensions, failed to meet the growing needs
of cities. Rather, they caused instability in the
biological, economic, and physical structures
of cities. In such circumstances, sustainable
urban development has been considered as one
of the strategic approaches in the field of urban
policymaking and planning. Today, attention to
sustainable development is more important in
third-world  countries than in developed
countries. The reason for the increasing
attention to the issue of sustainable
development is the recognition of the situation,
especially in these countries, of the limited
possibilities and the unlimited needs and
demands of humanity. development
bottlenecks—specifically  regarding  urban
sustainability and sustainable development—
have recently emerged as a key issue in urban
planning. In Irag, the weakness of the planning
system and governance, physical-functional
oversight of regional and urban plans,
extensive migration and rapid physical growth,
and most importantly, the implementation of
inefficient policies and methods, have reduced
environmental, physical, economic and social
development. Kirkuk is a city with a long
history and a strategic location in northern Iraq,
and is located in Kirkuk province. This city is
known for its rich oil resources and ethnic
diversity. This has led to a rapid increase in
population growth rates, which in turn affected
the rapid expansion of the urban fabric, both
vertically with increased building density and
horizontally with expansion beyond the city
limits. Kirkuk faces various challenges,
including ethnic conflicts, political tensions,
environmental  problems, and economic
inequality.

Methodology

This applied research follows a descriptive-
analytical method. The data collection method
is documentary and field, using a researcher-
made questionnaire. The statistical sample was

20 urban experts and elites, including
university professors, graduates of urban
planning and urban development, and experts
from the Kirkuk municipality. In futures
projects, a set of techniques and methods is
used that usually complement each other, and
the output of each one specifies the inputs of
the next method. In order to analyze the
information,  future  software, including
MICMAC and Scenario Wizard were used.
MICMAC software is designed to perform
heavy calculations of the cross-effects matrix.
To use this software, first, the important
variables and components in the desired area
are identified and entered into a matrix, such as
the effects analysis matrix, and then the degree
of relationship between these variables and the
desired area is determined. The variables in the
rows affect the variables in the columns; Thus,
the variables in the rows are influential, and the
variables in the columns are affected. By
analyzing the MICMAC and identifying key
factors, the relationships between the variables
can also be examined, and a future scenario
can be prepared. However, the basis of the
Scenario Wizard software is based on cross-
effect matrices. This matrix is used to extract
expert opinions on the effect of the probability
of a state of one descriptor on a state of another
descriptor in the form of verbal expressions,
and finally, by calculating the direct and
indirect effects of the states on each other,
compatible scenarios for the system under
study are extracted. The driving forces are
determined according to the opinion of the
research experts, and after that, these factors
are ranked based on the scale of importance
and uncertainty, and the most essential
components are identified and used to draw
possible scenarios.

Results and discussion

In the present study, after reviewing and
studying theoretical concepts, the theoretical
framework of the research was determined, and
sustainable urban development was selected
and explained by combining the futures
research method as the theoretical framework.
Then, the theoretical foundations of sustainable
urban development, related research, study
scope, and existing documents were examined,
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and a questionnaire was used. 20 urban experts
were invited to participate. In the first stage, 28
effective drivers were extracted based on the
findings of library studies in five dimensions
(economic,  socio-cultural,  environmental,
institutional, and physical) and were identified
as effective drivers of sustainable urban
development in Kirkuk and were made
available to 20 urban experts. Then, the
interaction analysis method with structural
analysis was used to extract the main effective
factors. By placing these factors in a 28 by 28
matrix, the effect of each of these factors on
the others was determined by weighting the
factors from zero to 3. Then the key effective
drivers in the sustainable development of
Kirkuk were extracted. After analyzing the
findings, it was concluded that the most key
drivers of sustainable development in Kirkuk
city are: efficient local management, income
and employment, sustainable urban
development laws and regulations, urban
competitiveness, citizen awareness and trust,
effectiveness of government development
plans, regeneration of worn-out urban textures,
tourism  development, investment (both
government, foreign, and private sector).

Conclusion

Finally, the analysis of the key drivers
affecting the sustainable development of
Kirkuk city concludes that Kirkuk city is far
from improving in the dimensions of
sustainable development and has a long way to
go to achieve the goals of sustainable
development of Kirkuk city. Although
statistics and information show the gradual
growth of Kirkuk in various sectors, these
trends are somewhat slow. Therefore, Kirkuk
city needs extensive change and transformation
in the process of improving the city's
sustainable development indicators in order to
achieve a desirable future and make Kirkuk
city more sustainable.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article type: One of the negative consequences of the lack of health services ina region is the reductionin
Research Article the health level of individuals, which reduces work capacity and income, and ultimately,

economic poverty. Therefore, to solve the problems inthe field of access to health services, it
Received: is necessary to identify deprived areas in order to provide appropriate services. In this study,
2025/05/18 using 54 health and medical indicators, the cities of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province were
Accepted: ranked in terms of access to health and medical services. The present study is applied in terms
2025/11/13 of its purpose and is of the "descriptive-analytical™ type in terms of its nature and method.
pp: Relevant statistics and information were extracted from the library and the statistical yearbook
80-103 of the Statistical Center of Iran (2016). Data analysis was carried out using the Shannon

entropy model (for weighting) and the EDAS technique (for ranking) in the form of Excel
Keywords: software, and the status of the cities of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province was displayed
Health and treatment using a Kriging map in the form of Arc GIS software. The results of the study indicate that the
Services; rural health dimension has a better situation, and the institutional dimension has a worse
Edas technique; situationinterms of spatial distribution. The results of the EDAS technique show that, interms
Chaharmahal and of health and medical indicators, Shahrekord county, with a weight of 0.923, is the most
Baknhtiari. prosperous county, followed by Farsan county with a weight of 0.770, Lordegan with 0.697,

Borujen with 0.694, Ardel with 0.573, Kohrang with 0.516, Kiar with 0.478, Saman with
0.363, Ben with a weight of 0.352, respectively, in the second to ninth ranks, and Khanmirza
county with a weight of 0.163 is in the tenth (last) rank. In general, it can be concluded that
there is a large difference between the counties of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province in
terms of health and medical services, which has led to a decrease inthe level of health insome
counties. Therefore, a justice-oriented approach to the distribution of health and medical
services is necessary to improve the quality of health of citizens.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In Iran, with the influx of oil revenues and the
resulting economic growth, the quantity and
quality of healthcare facilities have increased,
especially in cities. However, like other
developing countries, it is plagued by the
problem of spatial inequality in the distribution
of facilities, especially health and treatment
facilities (Jaafari et al., 2017: 19). The studies
conducted in our country show that despite the
significant growth of health indicators at the
national average level, there is a lot of inequality
in social groups and geographical areas. In such
a way that almost half of the medical and service
centers are concentrated in the provincial centers
and the restof the centers are distributed in other
cities. Even some cities are facing a shortage of
health and treatment centers. Therefore, in order
to investigate the health and treatment situation
of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, where
there are few studies in this field and not much
information is available, more studies are needed
to find the root of these issues. Chahar and Mahal
Bakhtiari province, like other provinces of the
country, faces major problems in the field of
healthcare and spatial inequality. In such a way
that some of the cities of this province have the
least health and treatment facilities, which has
greatly affected the health and quality of life of
the people. For example, Borujen city does not
have a faculty of medical sciences, and its
hospital has the fewest facilities. Or other cities
in the province are facing a shortage of
ambulances, MIR devices and specialistdoctors.
Therefore, this has been investigated in the
research of health and treatment indicators of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province in order to
determine and explain the degree of
development or deprivation of the cities of this
province in relation to health and treatment
indicators. Considering the purpose and
importance of the research, the question of the
research is raised as follows: What are the cities
of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces in
terms of health and treatment indicators?.

Methodology

The present study is "applied" in terms of
purpose and "descriptive-analytical™ in terms of
nature and method. The statistical population of

this study is the health and treatment sector and
the distribution of health and treatment services
in the cities of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
province. Data collection was carried out in the
form of libraries (books, articles, internet, etc.)
to support the theoretical framework and also
through documents (health and treatment data)
using information from the 2016 statistical
yearbook. The research indicators are divided
into three dimensions: human, institutional, and
rural health. The human dimension refers to the
specialized personnel and doctors in various
health departments; the institutional dimension
refers to the health and treatment facilities and
infrastructure; and finally, the rural health
dimension refers to the existing rural facilities,
namely, the health worker, the house, and health
and treatment centers. In data analysis, after
indexing the data, the weighting of the
indicators was done using the Shannon entropy
model in the form of EXCEL software, and
using the EDAS model, the cities of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province were
ranked and spatially stratified based on the use
of health and medical services in the form of
EXCEL software. Finally, using GIS, a Kriging
map of the study area was drawn in three
dimensions: human, institutional, and rural
health..

Results and discussion

One of the problems of today's world is the
inequality and class gap that shows itself in
different fields. Having a healthy body and
mind for communities requires having health
and treatment infrastructures. Unbalanced
distribution of healthcare services has created
many problems; to solve them, we must first
rank the regions in terms of the availability of
healthcare infrastructure. In this research, the
EDAS model has ranked the cities of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province. The
results show that Shahrekord city, with a weight
of 0.923, is ranked first, and Khanmirza city is
ranked last. Lordegan, Farsan, Borujen, Ardel,
Kohrang, Kiar, Saman and Ben citiesare ranked
second to last, respectively. Because it is the
political and administrative  center  of
Chaharmahal and  Bakhtiari  province,
Shahrekord city has the largest amount of
healthcare  services and infrastructure.
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Therefore, it is for this reason that it is superior
to other cities in terms of healthcare services
Among the most important reasons that have led
Khanmirza city to be ranked last in the above
ranking, the following can be mentioned; One,
Khanmirza city because it has recently become
a city and its health and treatment
infrastructures have not been established yet,
two, its relatively large population, so that it
ranks fifth interms of population..

Conclusion

In the current research, the cities of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces were
investigated in terms of health and treatment
infrastructures and their ranking was discussed
interms of having health and treatment services.
In this research, the cities of this province were
ranked by using 54 indicators of health and
treatment services with the Idas model, which is
one of the new models among the multi-criteria
decision-making modelsThe results of kriging
interpolation of the EDAS model show that
Shahrekord city with a weight of 0.923 is in the
first place and Khanmirza city is in the last
place, as well as Farsan city with a weight of
0.770, Lordegan with a weight of 0.697,
Borujen with a weight of 0.694, Ardel 0.573,
Kohrang 0.516, Kiyar 0.487, Saman 0.363, Ben
0.352, ranked second and later, respectively.
The kriging interpolation map of the province
(separately for each section and in general)
shows that, in general, most of the cities of the
province are on the 10th level of the 15 levels of
kriging interpolation, which means that most of

the province and its residents do not have proper
access to health and treatment services. Only
Shahrekord city is in a better situation.
Therefore, the research question and hypothesis
related to the different situations of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces are
confirmed. In the comparative comparison of
the research results with other researches, it can
be stated that the results of the research with
Akbari's research (2022) in the article
"Comparative analysis of health and treatment
inequalities in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad
provinces using the Mabak model” that
inequality between the cities of Kohgiluyeh and
Boyer Ahmad provinces There is an
environment in terms of health and treatment
development in such a way that, from the point
of view of having health and treatment services,
Boyer Ahmed city is at the highest rank, and
Bahmani, Basht and Lande cities are at the
deprived level and need special attention, in line
with They are together.
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The presence of Afghan nationals in Iran has a long history, particularly after the Islamic
Rewolution, when Iran hosted the largest population of Afghan refugees. One of the most
significant challenges has been the illegal residence and presence of alarge group of Afghans
in rural settlements in recent years. The presence of Afghan nationals in rural communities of
southeastern Iran, due to their proximity to eastern borders and cultural affinity, has had
various geographical and social impacts. The objective of this qualitative study, conducted
using grounded theory methodology, is to examine the effects and consequences of Afghan
nationals' presence inthe rural areas of Sib and Suran County. The sample population included
25 informed individuals, selected through snowball sampling. Data were collected through
semi-structured and focused interviews and analyzed in three coding stages: open, axial, and
selective. The findings were ultimately categorized into four main consequences. The results
indicate that the presence of Afghan nationals in rural settlements has led to several socio-
economic and structural impacts, ranked by importance, including: Increased wilnerability of
the local community, Changes in the demographic structure of villages, Low adherence to legal
regulations, lllegal employment, Emergence of competition over resource access, Insufficient
infrastructure and services to meet the growing population, Increase in unauthorized
movements, and other related challenges.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The presence of Afghan nationals in Iran’s
rural border regions can lead to multifaceted
adverse consequences. Key issues include job
displacement and rising unemployment
among locals, increased social harm and
deviance, the emergence of informal
settlements and demographic shifts, pressure
on public services such as education,
healthcare, and welfare subsidies, economic
burdens, illegal marriages between Afghan
and Iranian citizens resulting in
undocumented children, and the transmission
of contagious diseases threatening public
health. Sistan and Baluchestan Province,
sharing long borders with Pakistan and
Afghanistan, hosts a significant number of
foreign nationals from both countries. Among
its border counties, Sib and Suran is
particularly affected. The influx of Afghan
migrants into its rural areas has created
numerous challenges for the local community,
underscoring the urgency and necessity of this
research. Accordingly, the study aims to
investigate the impacts of Afghan nationals’
presence in the rural areas of Sib and Suran
County through a qualitative grounded theory
approach.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research
design  using the  grounded  theory
methodology. It is applied in nature and cross-
sectional in terms of the data collection
timeframe. The research population consists of
25 informed local individuals, including
educators, village administrators, council
members, and community elders. Sampling
was conducted purposefully using the snowball
technique, enabling the researcher to explore
the phenomenon through the insights of
knowledgeable  participants. Initial  data
analysis and concept extraction guided the
continuation of interviews based on emerging
theoretical patterns. In grounded theory, the
researcher transcribes and codes the data line
by line, resulting in the formation of multiple
concepts and categories relevant to the
research topic.

Results and discussion

The findings reveal that the presence of
Afghan nationals in Sib and Suran’s rural
areas has led to social, economic,
institutional, political, and security-related
consequences.  Social impacts include
increased crime rates, identity document
trafficking, pressure on education and
healthcare  systems, expansion of rural
settlements, and negative effects on the rural
landscape. Economic consequences involve
rising unemployment, displacement of local
labor, and substantial costs related to
subsidized utilities such as water, electricity,
bread, and fuel. Political and security
implications include heightened regional
threats such as unauthorized border crossings,
use of vehicles with Iranian license plates,
illegal rural residency, and growing public
dissatisfaction with the presence of Afghan
nationals.

Conclusion

Although Sistan and Baluchestan is officially
designated as a restricted province for Afghan
residency, the widespread and unauthorized
settlement of Afghan migrants in its rural
areas—particularly in the study region—has
become a major challenge for local
communities. This research examined the
consequences of their presence in Sib and
Suran’s rural zones. Results indicate that these
areas are significantly affected across social,
economic, political-security, and
environmental dimensions. The presence of
Afghan nationals has led to diminished social
trust, intensified social harm, economic strain,
increased unemployment, weakened
institutional  access, deteriorating living
conditions, and threats to local security.
Despite the critical need for effective
management  of unauthorized  migrants,
accurate and transparent data on their numbers
and distribution remains unavailable, and
efforts to regulate this population have thus
far been unsuccessful. Addressing this issue
requires coordinated attention at local,
provincial, and national levels.
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Urban public spaces, as the most crucial component of cities, serve as an essential element for
social life. They facilitate movement within urban environments, promote information
exchange and awareness, foster social integration, and enhance the overall quality of urban
atmospheres. The aim of this study is to examine and evaluate the indicators of citizens’ sense
of comfort when present in public and open spaces within the central district of Urmia city.
The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach with a futures studies perspective.
Data collection was carried out through a researcher-designed questionnaire, with variables
derived fromtheoretical foundations. In this study, 30 expert consultants specializingin public
spaces and futures research were purposively selected as panel members through non-
probabilistic sampling. To identify the key drivers influencing comfort and sociality in the
open and public spaces of Urmia’s central district, 43 factors were initially considered as
indicators for structural analysis using MICMAC software. Ultimately, 12 variables were
identifiedas key drivers. The findings revealed that suitable urban furniture and its optimal
distribution, adequate street lighting, visual comfort, and environmental quality had the most
significant impact, playing a vital role at the core of the causal cycle of drivers. Additionally,
the presence of retail outlets along pathways and the utilization of green spaces were among
the most influential drivers, indicating a strong interdependence between these factors and
others. In conclusion, based on these key drivers, improving their conditions can transform the
open and public spaces of Urmia’s central region into vibrant and comfortable environments,
thereby enhancing social interaction and revitalizing this area.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Public urban spaces are considered the most
vital part of cities; they are essential elements
for social life that facilitate movement within
urban  environments, the exchange of
information and awareness, and the enrichment
of the quality of urban settings. As accessible
areas open to all groups, public spaces are
places without entry restrictions or specific
functionalities, serving as venues for
exchanging ideas and information, and forming
social networks. They are spaces that do not
require an entry fee, are free of dress code or
uniform limitations, and offer experiences of
wonder and enjoyment for visitors, children
playing, youth strolling, adults engaging in
conversations, or people resting. These spaces
are primarily provided and managed by public
organizations. Research into comfort in public
urban spaces has increasingly focused on
improving  environmental quality  and
encouraging more outdoor activities. Public
spaces in the life of urban residents are essential
because the use of these spaces is a significant
part of their daily life in the city. In fact, these
places are environments for cultural exchange,
enjoyment, entertainment, leisure, social life,
and the exchange of thoughts, views, and ideas.
This study aims to examine and evaluate the
indicators of residents' sense of comfort when
visiting the public and open spaces in the central
part of Urmia city. To achieve this, the primary
researchquestion is: To what extent do residents
feel at ease when visiting different areas within
the central part of the city? Additionally, what
factors diminish their comfort? This study
investigates the components and key features of
successful public and open spaces, as
emphasized in previous research, including
accessibility, appropriate morphology, scenic
views, activity diversity, inclusiveness, safety,
social interaction, social cohesion, and comfort
and ease.

Methodology

The research methodology employed in this
study is descriptive-analytical with a future-
oriented approach. Data collection was
conducted using a custom-designed
questionnaire, with variables derived from

theoretical foundations. In this study, 30 expert
members specializing in public spaces and
futures studies were selected as a purposive
non-probabilistic sample and formed the expert
panel. To identify the key drivers influencing
comfort and social cohesion in the open and
public spaces of the central part of Urmia city,
43 factors were selected as the final indicators
and entered into the MICMAC software for
structural analysis. Ultimately, 12 variables
were identified as the main key drivers.

Results and discussion

Based on the analysis results, 12 variables were
identified as key drivers influencing comfort
and social interaction in the public and open
spaces of central Urmia city. These variables
include pedestrian priority, adherence to
pedestrian rights on roads, availability of
facilities and  amenities, visual and
environmental comfort, adequate street lighting,
appropriate urban furniture and its optimal
distribution, easy access for all age and gender
groups as well as specific groups (inclusivity),
comfort, vibrancy, mixed-use development, 24-
hour accessibility (open during and outside
office hours), fostering a sense of belonging and
identity. The findings also revealed that urban
furniture and its optimal distribution, proper
street lighting, and visual and environmental
comfort have the greatest impact and play a
crucial role in the causal cycle of drivers.
Furthermore, the presence of retail outlets along
routes and the utilization of green spaces
emerged as significant influencers, indicating a
strong interdependence of these drivers with
others in the system.

Conclusion

Public urban spaces are an integral part of the
enduring heritage, culture, and identity of
communities. They serve as venues where
collective life unfolds and are characterized by
significant social interaction and engagement.
The primary function of these spaces is to
facilitate and support the presence of people,
creating conducive environments for social
participation. The origin of social interaction
stems from the individual's need to perceive
their environment or external space as suitable
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and welcoming. Among the various urban
spaces, markets and shopping centers are
notable for being arenas where social
interactions emerge through the presence of
individuals. Due to their inherent nature, these
spaces are not only places for leisure and
recreation but also serve to fulfill daily needs.
Moreover, public spaces hold considerable
importance in urban residents’ lives, as their use
constitutes a substantial part of daily urban
experience. In essence, these locations act as
settings for cultural exchange, entertainment,
social life, and the sharing of ideas,
perspectives, and thoughts. In Urmia, the
creation of new streets inthe central areaand the
separation of these spaces have caused damage
to the traditional market and the historical
districts located in the central part. Considering
the conditions and events, the socio-ecological
situation of this region, and the manner of
replacing and occupying certain businesses and
residences, it can be said that these processes
have led to a decrease in the resident population
within the area, migration of some old residents,
poor access to services, intra-city migrations,
destruction of parts of the fabric, visual
incoherence, reduced cohesion and cultural-
social identity, and a weakened sense of
attachment and belonging among residents. In
the long term, these issues have caused physical
decline, negatively impacted residents' quality

of life, and altered the city's visual identity.
These problems have resulted in a lack of
functional diversity, especially the shortage of
service functions (such as sanitary facilities),
recreational and leisure functions, and an
increase in travel-oriented uses without social or
lively roles (such as offices, medical clinics,
pharmacies, Official Documents Center, law
firms, etc.). Collectively, these factors have
created an empty or semi-abandoned space,
while also attracting traffic and congestion,
significantly lowering space safety levels. In
conclusion, based on the identified drivers and
by improving these drivers, it is possible to
transform the open and public spaces of central
Urmia into active, comfortable environments
that enhance social interactions and bring
vitality to this part of the city.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The South Caucasus—Central Asia macro-
region has entered a phase of accelerated
geopolitical flux marked by the reconfiguration
of transport corridors, energy grids, and security
arrangements. For the Islamic Republic of
Iran—a pivotal land bridge between the Persian
Gulf, the Caspian, and Eurasia—these shifts
simultaneously open strategic windows and
generate new risks. Projects such as the Middle
(Trans-Caspian) Corridor and the Zangezur
route recalibrate trade flows and alliance
structures, while EU monitoring missions,
NATO exercises, and evolving Russia—Turkey
dynamics further complicate the regional
security complex. In this environment, national
security can no longer be secured through
conventional — military-political  instruments
alone; it increasingly hinges on regional
connectivity, resilient infrastructure, and
institutionalized cooperation. Despite a growing
literature on Eurasian connectivity, there
remains a gap regarding Iran-specific, future-
oriented assessments that integrate structural
analysis with scenario planning. Addressing this
gap, the present study examines how regional
linkages—economic, infrastructural,  and
institutional—reshape Iran’s security calculus.
By combining documentary analysis with
MICMAC-based structural mapping and a
crisis—uncertainty matrix for scenario design,
the research offers an analytically rigorous and
policy-relevant lens to evaluate plausible
security futures for Iran amid intensifying
competition and interdependence.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative—analytical
design, structured in three complementary
stages. First, documentary analysis was
conducted, drawing on governmental reports,
peer-reviewed journal articles, and strategic
assessments from international think-tanks
(e.g., Atlantic Council, OECD, EBRD). This
ensured the inclusion of both academic and
policy-oriented  perspectives. Second, a
structural analysis was implemented using the
MICMAC technique to map interdependencies
and influence—dependence relationships among

key geopolitical variables shaping Iran’s
national security. Variables were identified
through expert coding and then subjected to
cross-impact analysis to distinguish high-
influence, high-uncertainty drivers from stable
factors. Third, the study employed scenario
planning, specifically the crisis—uncertainty
matrix, to develop four plausible security
futures for Iran in the South Caucasus—Central
Asia context. This multi-method approach
enhances both the validity and reliability of
findings: documentary evidence provides
empirical grounding, MICMAC offers a
systematic tool for variable interaction analysis,
and scenario design generates policy-relevant
foresight.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that Iran’s national
security in the South Caucasus—Central Asia
nexus is primarily shaped by three clusters of
variables. First, infrastructural and economic
linkages—notably the North-South Corridor,
the Rasht-Astara railway, and potential
synergies with energy networks—emerged as
high-influence/low-uncertainty drivers. Their
stabilization effect suggests that accelerated
investments in connectivity projects can provide
Iran with structural resilience. Second, regional
rivalries—particularly the Turkey—Azerbaijan
alignment and its connection with the Zangezur
Corridor—were identified as high-
influence/high-uncertainty  variables.  Their
outcomes could either marginalize Iran’s role in
Eurasian connectivity or compel strategic
recalibration toward Armenia and Central Asia.
Third, external interventions—such as the EU
Monitoring Mission in Armenia (EUMA),
NATO’s Agile Spirit exercises, and Western
sanctions  regimes—introduce  layers of
unpredictability  that constrain  Iran’s
maneuverability. When compared to earlier
works (e.g., Kavalski, 2019; Balci, 2023), the
results reaffirm the centrality of connectivity in
reshaping regional orders but highlight Iran’s
unique dual challenge: the need to safeguard
sovereignty while leveraging interdependence.
Unlike studies  emphasizing Russian
predominance, our findings show that Turkey’s
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infrastructural assertiveness and the EU’s
normative engagement increasingly shape the
environment within which Iran must operate.
Similarly, while World Bank and OECD reports
underscore the promise of the Middle Corridor,
this study demonstrates its competitive tension
with Iran’s North—South route, raising both
opportunities for diversification and risks of
marginalization.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that Iran’s
national security is no longer solely contingent
upon traditional politico-military instruments
but increasingly depends on its capacity to
embed itself within regional infrastructures and
institutional ~ frameworks.  The  structural
analysis confirms that while infrastructural
linkages such as railways and energy corridors
provide stabilizing leverage, geopolitical
rivalries and external interventions act as
disruptive drivers that require continuous
monitoring and adaptive policy. Scenario
planning further reveals that Iran’s security
outlook ranges from strategic marginalization
under intensified Turkey—Azerbaijan
cooperation to enhanced resilience through
diversified partnerships in Central Asia and
institutionalized security dialogues. From a
policy perspective, four recommendations
emerge. First, Iran should accelerate completion
of the Rasht-Astara segment of the North-
South  Corridor, thereby reinforcing its

geoeconomic  centrality and  reducing
dependency on volatile routes. Second,
deepening  energy  and infrastructural
cooperation with Armenia can counterbalance
the exclusionary potential of the Zangezur
Corridor. Third, Iran must institutionalize
multilateral dialogues—both within the SCO
framework and through ad hoc regional security
forums—to mitigate crisis scenarios and
enhance predictability. Finally, Iran should
strategically engage with global financial
institutions such as the AIIB and World Bank,
not only for resource mobilization but also to
legitimize its infrastructural integration into
wider Eurasian networks. Collectively, these
measures reflect a pragmatic approach that
blends resilience-building with proactive
diplomacy, positioning Iran to navigate the
uncertainties of a post-Westphalian regional
order.

Declarations

Funding: There is no funding support.
Authors’  Contribution: The  authors
contributed equally to the conceptualization and
writing of the article. All of the authors
approved the content of the manuscript and
agreed on all aspects of the work.

Conflict of Interest: The authors declared no
conflict of interest.

Acknowledgments: We are grateful to all the
scientific consultants of this paper.



Sladluo (23 o T g Lil 2> aolihkad
1F+0 yle o) oyboi (F 0,99

m 2981-118X 1 ig AN
- https://grfs.urmia.ac.ir/
Arwgi g Cumol 3 593a85) YIS Ot Sladely g g w3 B Sligdy (g o
ol oMt (5 5002

T b (P93 o B Jlye 3500

el el iag (myte Con i ol ¢ Sludl pole 080y o uwliw (cLdlyis (6 5S> aid gl yzils =)
Ol el ) o plol ol s3I sl (sl Ll ¥

sauSs dlis eV
Sliolcul ot has e (SeepBlFs 9 (S polus Slacgls Sl (o @yl laans )3 ot jlaib dilate s £oi
e a5 g i 4 pliia)l Gk ) plml)3l e o5 Sl j9n S Sy plsis a €955 VY (g, Ao
IS8 dleisds ol oMl (gypen led poly Ol hgouid |y adlaio  awluo sLdlps aids Slg o S 0

st U (glayeiS b el g (olaiBl o)l (sladign 9 59d8 ©pf Sl 3 S yidie fye b catlaie (ol 015050 dl,d
Sty (pseanl Bun b Simgg ol )b Y ol ilele ) 26 gstie slaayie g Wty (o pme 5 VL ¥/5 Y
G5 gy Cal 008 plol il dngi g el 9954855 (YD (IS HI Jeizme lagy )l oy g (9 L VIR
SUblS 5 ale @lio diapllas jgp0 5 eoliasl o (S (350 )3 sl 003 )5 (A (5= (AS) (55 ©yg0ns R AWK
Sly €Cwabad pae = (oo g le (ke (gl STl (oS G5 53 g 0 plol (YVAY M) sl o
(B g B yme mlio j modl awl 0133 )3 ol Yo¥D 3311 Joisee (clnodn] mawy g sl (sl puite ol \WE \aF

el xlbad gyl S (dhdhie lapbojls owy Hll g Mdle i2gs SThe o 35 (el ©Yle Joli
ol 5 odb Lials |y dladlaiold (glayens S s oyl oo yiod Wil o 53a55; Y o Jlad &S dad o i 4l

(Saishgss phdllasil g Jlb pwlalyd olod pl) SBSTL b e )d S hmadd lavgyjlis (B0 0 |y 598 (St
bl > dlis 258 Ju laBl lag)Sen Cogli g Sathaio O)l5 Ay Glp o 4 Slge (Y

) . . (o o]

Wl g i NS I (AU clacus ) 5l g0 GiIET g Cliaeg (LSl sl slaylSal, 5l (dlas gee -
CeetY)

.J.m.)L;c ‘UL, wl

g jlaad

OYb @lisl (dlasely g lag sl 1 oo 5888 by (mgpodnl (VF+0) (LIS ( Sl (393 g Dgesme ¢ Jlye5 23 Lw]
RAREATAN ‘(\)\c <J/42bw L:’bﬁ)) o.l.u/’} LSLu) UI)’] L;OMM:‘ [ESL T2 Awy 9 w] )")9)&)

HE
Asog| oSl £ i U WSS e i |y s S8 5ais g Ol 3 By @“Nc

DOI: https://doi.org/10.30466/grfs.2025.56495.1148
DOR: _https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.2981118.1405.4.1.8.3

<AVFVANE-0 1 o8li emahmod.nourani@modares.ac.ir : (g 2SI Cow « 5lyg5 g0 1 glmno dliuns 95 |


https://doi.org/10.30466/grfs.2025.56495.1148
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.2981118.1405.4.1.8.3
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2218-5416
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-2341-7451

VYA e 2938555 Vb Glinl eladely 5 gyl 2 gtz a5 Szl (mohennl [ Fly4 (B9d 9 Jly9

TP

iy ool ol b bl slajye ool 3 B 1503 1S o el o wnd e Lt 3l ams 3 (Siadgiy Y g
SR sl ys iy (Baler, 20231 16) ol iy b )] (cladlaie <Moles g asign ylie 4 (glodi s jobody aSh w3gui sos
b el ojp o 5 (g5 e (slool desl 0 (BLs)l olylez o Solialgs shias cudse b 6)0dS plgiear lpl oMl
9 Cogia - Jlod 5ol P €954555 (VI (ozman (55 sbjgh S Cagl g Shal.Cugdgy (ke s g s
adhate (o3baBl g (el OY3lee )3 1) lpl Cumbge g oo & Cunl 00 laihaio Nt laplas (635 S Cge € Slo yo S
ibaie gl Sign iKa) ) 5l e 65K ] 48 Conlonia] Lol sy 2395 yxin o ool Chanss o i g0 15 b ams i)
los (Soliwl ool Gludes plp 39 WS pendS ) 395 (o el

5310 s Sl 5 o lol g g B ) ()l slodig) cunss Cusl s BB a9 imghy cnl bl gy
|y bl (sl ppo 31558 o ccslailaial b (slo )8 (B Cales b oS Cunl bl )3 (syspex 9 455 sz SRk S 4 )8
b1 olel s dled by cotel s Slg oo polts Cygo > Y05l oy Pl 4 plpl i & w8 Sk glaigsa,
S 0 b & dagi b pgd S i ) Loyl (B o (M slagsl )3 )9S SiogigS 1G5 Cumdge oSy jlo dxlge il
9)c50 o 4 (gtutal (659l a9l g (ool gyl b ablio (ol ol (oe slal3l dgane 1 (S5 (slatlaie slaig (lolloy
oo Slodl 4y on Bl e oS 2l (6,18 5 cale (g st (sladign 5 olpl o ol Gl e 383 () ecnl b
il S |y )5aS G Cwbw o pal) or 5 LS oS S 0je>

5 5 S0an] (sl yima s deseS 5| 5 48 SIS canl ond g ol o ool Sllllas )3 dgnge W 13,5 » B b alie oy
(Mot (slosign «anss 1) S ke 385 (] (69500 S sy ol (o ol (gt (sl ygr ST b 03> yymog i
Olnl oxl e 1y B p sty (S5 Jolse g o pita PS> S48 o il gl (o ool Cinnas b g5 5 o 02
5 St Y 5 st )3 ll (o astal 03] (sl (1 on gl 4 epgus Seatld Aalp (635 50 (Showl 5 (25 a5 >
(Bl ool glotig, b digey )3 338 | L g pheluy pas )3 o Ctel & g oo iy et 4253 b i (] 35
DS Gl ) Itz g (el (63,09) 09 Cusdge (Bl g i (gl sl U Glal 9398 o0 oy el sl

sMICMAC (ypmen (mgposl sl 5 oS slasigy csolins] oo J| 60y b 255 oo pol gy bl cl
o)t i glacus bl gole (g pgal 9 1S 5515 |y g9 g0 iliss sl usladpie = lu G ile g (ke (ool
b wljde Sehgs 9 (o cutel 0jer 3 s ol (b 4 kIS Buiod Bl 39, o0 Tl i cp e ST
258 )3 eolaiold jae 0 50dS (gldalaie sla g S Cuolow ) pudiimne Hobody

g 3 S Sl g Ay

bl g (I olKiagh | Gl 05 8] o Jlo (b wilate ool (315 oefgn g (g i (Sebg) oY S
GBS (D9) 93,59y Lol e 9 3000 0j9> (] > oMb piiie als Cllllae ( Seke (pp & i (el el 0357 G
S oo s ) Ol SRR L Sl
S oo

5 bt = Lo 3,500 b €l Sitlgi CuBge a1l 5 1954855 VI lsis b glllie ) (VF-F) s silancs 5 oS S
Oilg g A8 dgamme |y 5laed &y ]yl o piwd (s (b poe Ll o 5938555 YD @lisl a8 Wby LS goliwl mlie I (g S0 e
wlagironn] o il Lol anily 850 S cluseg p adllas ol amd s ol )3T (6)9003 g 4S5 dgw & | adlaie S5
(Golkarami & Mostafapour, 2024: 6) cul osile Jale

b g = Jlad j9158 5 dugy = ol = plpl asbaw (Sen> Glgie b (dmgh 13 (VP2 +) (s 05j509 9 2 Y5
asbdw (6)8en &S aad o Ll adl (08 wyp ) Cgn = Jled job S SeegisS e slacud b o aukay o 1 eolil



VD ke (V) Foglailue R ol g Wl paes va

3155 5558555 Y b (elo dglis &y 5 035 g = Jlod yo 8 2 365 (S 503 S S8 gladlate Coel s 4 il o
(Kolayi & Norouzi Zarmehri, 2021: 9) ¢!

23 sb oje il 55l lie JESI syl 3 plal Swihs ool (guyp g Jdoo» dlie 3 (V4V) e 5 slias
(vl sl yier) S5 Cumbgo o dngi b il & Bt comis oyl &0 il 5 oo (Slool Seagis8155 dnmngi 2 () 5 (sl
ool 4 g b ol Soacleay 10l 4dls Lyl 5 o3l sl 4 1) o jotS” oyl Jlail 5 (il (85 Wlgigo 200 45 (o
&5 o Slowl a8l Mzl o3 (glo )5S 55 g s JUal (gl pdb)lSSl cuslio a5 S lsisay o (Sl g (rb) (2Lél e
il Juis 4 lpl ly 35 ) bl o) e lul )it » & placesd ogMe Slue (ol sl e Bpae sbo)lil 4
3 5 e WIg e o Gl gy LSl 9 292 e 5 Wb o o o) dilaie )3 Sl o G50l ppds wiile el
.(Koneshloo et al., 2022: 21) a&> sl bl & amsgy sy 5l jgee 0 5l 9 1) bgyl 5Ld 90
B ol

«lasl — Ll s, L "Zangezur Corridor: Economic Potential and Political Constraints™  allis s (Y« Y¥) L
(JBg o> Gloj g aze SialS ol ) o a8 amd oo Lt Bl 55 ) ol (ol @lse 5954555 Y1 (oolal b b
(chedua, 2024: 19) 355 g0 Jo5' (5,13 0,8¢ lo gy 9 ol S5 5 ol 5 e ) e (s0lazel

Julos 5l eslasl L "Political Opportunities and Risks of Opening the Zangezur Corridor”  alis ;s (V+Y¥) Cilys )
el 2305 5 olaBl Gilocus B 489> Bl cp Siere 25 05 oY il 38 5L e g o B g o Setihs) S
(Karimov, 2024: 17) >¢ ) des I sladlaio |50 (ly

9 adls 3g, L "Armenia and Azerbaijan in a Geopolitical Battle: Zangezur Corridor” alis ,s (Y+Y¥] 53,54l

(Kavtaradze, 2024:31) 590 455 )]l sV i (651 ol o yg 1 0 93,5 (B yme 08 Culdy ine lgiedy |y 5954555 V1o ¢ ilas

S Sle
Sy 935 9 pold

giie N b 6 ()15, 5 3985 0jg> )3 &S oyl @ gy e el g lalul g (oldle lad | cul w)le (S gl g yel8
Hafeznia, ) .35 oo 03ab ()] (S5 95008 3,03 )3 ((laB) 35 50 y0uiS o5 s0j5> 3 &S Sgolym (2 ldlyi slaliad o by sy g
Sk 5 e bg pold wigd 1o,k (b Lld & sl (slag eld &S (loj )] b 95 o0 porio cl 0)ld (uisds S (20151 114
555 dilato 4y by celogil o Jos Sl wisl ik o Liabls > Seabss bl o) 5 (Griffiths, 2018: 232) c.él, wialgs
Hodlipm y9 5,5

iz (smogud | )lgi oo 5y )5 2 1D S o0 )8 odliiuly g0 J& g Jon (gl 4 D9d o wiS SYIOL gpaly 4 Vgl jo
(OSID) o yoll, (g)Kan ylojls o abas 13905 odlisl 5 5 s (g5, Jlisl bogkas 5 ol gl by o glodls L) g o>
w):l); 3 Jmsul‘o )9]&;&43 odls P Lml){I ﬁ,ﬂob bglas las D9 0 &S u_lloﬂuw Jmag}‘o S & u.l.ulw )9J.i)§ S5
Sl 5l (S5 3 )90 )5 0 38 (Sle 4 g wlei e odlatnl (golal (ga8po b olyer (Ses ploj Jlus ) Slus 5 VI Ml
2= 9 S syl S o o WSAL g Cgin — Jled Job Car Sl g CpE — 58 w0y o P S e B )
(Mousavi & Jafari, 2020: 34- Ghalehteimouri et al., 2023- Hoseinpour et al., 2024)
Sakigi s Y1

b sladlaie (glacs i3 le acjlio g colsy gilS 13 (g3 pl) g (oldle jas 51 aS s )ly (690 S L e 4 0)Lil S5 Yl
ol 3585 5555 o 38 T o 31 5 255 a3l b 651 ol b e oo Ygoms oVl ()35 )5 il

I Chedia

2 Karimov

3 Kavtaradze
4Geopolitical Corridor



V€. e 2938555 Vb Glinl eladely 5 gyl 2 gtz a5 Szl (mohennl [ Fly4 (B9d 9 Jly9

&S Cuwl pagae cpl il sliges 5534555 o YIs (Korybko, 2023: 53- Mousavi et al., 2024) xiad b 1y 395 olas b (gdlaidl

B9 H vg 9 Mg

(oo = hS) o 5 sty S S pSonte b Slagonal 09 )i Jl g sldawgs = (63,8 «Ban g Cunle s 5l img3, oyl
Web of Science « Scopus slaolsl ) (Y YF—Y+VA) Lale mle dioplas jgye b litl 1l (g)5l5,5 alsyo 43 50 ool L]
alas jl o3kl b o 05,5 (65913,5 46l slaodly ! o515 (el yos S b Ladye  wlw sl wyy ¢ SID 9 Magiran
B a3 laodls oo i ol adsl (clbodld ¢ pmass el iwp g giodn] g Siibgs B S 5,8 V8 b sl kb lodes
SIS 5 ol gl e (Lol (sl MICMAC J38lp 5 L ()5 Jelons dla yoie ool sl (5 (slgiome Jlons 5 plox]
Obolis )8 Jols g )lol (casels Scenario Wizard ,ljsle 5 g cushadpse — ol you u ylo 5l ookl b g )l (S g byl (ol 31—
gy dojgsy S aSud > olpl oGl) (Suhigy sbojiie Jold Limgh (sl yadld g diedis gy cotie pllicalo o
S )Son gaw) el g (2 ) IS Al o a5 auia 5 Gloj ()b 1) S8 155 o (2)B (Sl )8 398 (ladlats
5 Ol = i) (25 ks 35055 65 Jols s Cnbibpis 53 5 039 (olSebusd ouloos SIS (550 (Slo S i
)5 sl gladlaiol B glacs ;a8 CMBILe g (oon o5 (sla b

axdllaod y g0 08 guxo

2 sl 94d o oyl S g ubub)ﬂ Sy ylimio )| JEimo jouiS dus Jolds &S Cowl € gin 328 adlllandjge (sadlais
= Bpb g g = Jlad (515 (SolS)iS o (05 la als) jlaiB — o515 Jlgeal skl by sl 5 ol by Juo 2o
Cames 8 VYA X5 3905 Vo VY Jlo ;0 yliie,] Comes 383 o (L5 jg,a (ladygly ¢ sumen Hhate j1.aiS o (S 4] o 0yé
- UM:L,.» ol C)L" .(World Bank) Cawl 03 AAANFARAY dgd> um; S )] V4 \V0, V5 dgd> ubul.’)bi SR>
S o ol B e Jlal slagy o (Siibigf slasaly g (05l sy IS sy (ool yia o) (b)) 5 (bl

5 0Ll s o) Gliwin)l Sges (bl (plad o I a8 conl €oaS» plesl jo S Simoy cnl 3 355 o5
5 oo olnl ple (b jye ake 0l 23 0l 290 250 2 3 ) o)l g0 = B 5 (Ol osrer (o i
polg Vo casloaw 38lg e golae 3yl by g (slodls (cogdll (clayods S Colan 3 (oopnly LiE g amd o JS5 1) ol
bl ylo g Jan slabign o lioy) g3 5 €39 Sltus] gy b dilate )3 g o> ¢ solati] slaige (sdan ¥ +Y-
S35 S e S0 (3955 Slaon (gl & ogrite 105 o (e ) €l Jledss (Gyg0e2 9 (bl oyrer 28
Jib iz o5)35 165 g 003 5)I35 58 WEFM Ll VorY o sl (gladys (3T b Sigons Camor ol g |
.(Ghaderi Hajat et al., 2024: 28) ol Sigmw (idu (p F 9 0 €592)9— S poe? ($5p0 (8LL (liwio)l = (] ]

VEe e o timez 59l it = o)l g 208 b3 e b S = lal (50 ol aw gy el sz 1S
9 W i e Sipe — e sgls o (Statistical Center of Iran) wyls j& VYo« e ve 9 V,025,025 F, 0¥ Fev do0s
bl osren = ol saog s 5o 5 (eghS FF 290) o)) = Gl 5y S oo Wl ) (S (slooS B sl
st Bl o Siges )3 6y9 sl yo (el i (> ey g Ak oo dltel )l 39 s 2 Bdos (Bl iy Jold)
ahaie (haex g 28l — (ol gl | g0 gal cul NS Il il (ol (g50l8 sAble SlogSl g (o juod p eaitene
.(Mousavi etal, 2025: 126) 5,3 » 1,5 ;o9 sl slo oo (glie dllie gaold] > &S

55 15 gyl g Lol Juol s> )3 (52 (S ojs> () 4 dmd o (L gt a5 (oo )5S SeogisSISS Cundy g
ol Caenl el ddlaio Cpl @ Loyl B wad  Siuwly o)l Jaig e ldlis g o3l by )0 jogada oYUl Cucdl Cul
b y5uiS (olaidl gla yadls )y )55 (sow jl.(Zarei & MosaviShahid, 2024: 12) cuwl odd (ow yiwd Siidygis s jl 059
Y5 3)lka VA liaia)) (sl 08y ol g 03,8 g5 g ¥ 35k VALY XY Jlo 5 (bl o ams oo (L5 g 518 o>
ol y5 50 (glil b yauiS g 5 Mgl Cuenl Bl (aiSS cunl 030> pbosil g 3 W Yo TY Jlw 10 ;¥ 05Lbo VY 55 liwe S g 00y



VD ke (V) Foglailue R ol g Wl paes 1€

Jlo 3 5 50 lil 4 YoVNF 5o o)l g amo g0 (L3 1) YOVYS (B, VYV Jlo o 65 j0 (gl 4y g5 a5 ol ol
A amd o oyl 0 bayauiS (golaiBl Wby Fy wyy Gl 039 JYO FEYY lius S gl 08, (pl g 00l pbil g AJgi YAYY

(World Bank, 2023) cul ssilwy cud 4 VYV Jlo

W s

o)

D
$

T S P
llllllmgﬁ\\\ s

[Stieai]

obe!

axdllaod 90 (adlain g oia jLEEE Sllyoi5 odgusme — ) JSWS
(- ingi, ol i)

LAl &1 § ceu

3V Judoxs

)9)&) UY]J P u‘);lu.i‘“l’ﬁ) DK)B » )]Jf).u;b LSJJ.K d‘.tbc_{)?u 9 Lb.ﬁa) L;:L»l.wu XV L UA&B)J L)"l 5 L;Jl.w:l JJ&U
ool YVl Ml e 510 o5 sifcsd (oS sy ol ol ks Sl glite ool sl 33l
ol — e lcu’.u)Jl)J - dlaidl ‘;iul.ol»b = b g0je> oz o Sl L}:\" DS gy VoYY LY VA Sloj o5l 5o ol piiin

Aed o i 1y ojgs ya (ol slao)liS g canadb (pl jl claoME Y Jodo b gabadb (o3 pal) - (S g

oty 9o g SUinol 31 0ad ] ySiun] 5ulS o135 - Jgia

Jw ol S o)ls oj9>

Y.y Government of Russia 3888 0 5315 ol ppane Sl @)y e VoV e proly aibrdw 4sly Soilolyys — ol
Y.v¥ Kavtaradze VoV e Sin il e g o 4 bt ()b Calow 3,50 9 pui Seslodys — b
Yevy SWP Berlin Oy Jles cudy e (Middle Corridor) sl g 5 #)b ol — ol
Yovy Atlantic Council b 3> ()8 (0 5 Ebo 3 53 dusgy oo (Slagyed il ol — ol
Y- Modern Diplomacy b= By il sWejen 2 4 5 i Ll 8], — (Seiksis
e Mousavi et al 29745 ) CanSil ©y50 )3 (030l Sl e 1 0l 535 050 el 2yl = (Ssuhgy

(V¥ cLidghs slaail sxie)

S Il S Ay (515 059 S iSH 5954555 Y «Slelnd — (ol ans 3 &S amd o LS Sl (] Glgime Julos
ol sl Py — ooladl waw 3.8 (465,53 1) byl g 5laa8 4 ol o yians SV slee Kl oo &S ol ol (St
ool — ol dn 3 bl LS ) S0l gl yed STL Colsy g edly yialS 1y e = 5y o Bl ol ke Slgi e YD



VEY e 2938555 Vb Glinl eladely 5 gyl 2 gtz a5 Szl (mohennl [ Fly4 (B9d 9 Jly9

bles 298 oo ) o (gl po pr Jlid g (lailaie LS o 4 S5 g0 $b > g 4S5 L8 Ll Bl g duwg) ol jpis alS
2yel el olal sk 5l (o5l gl (2llib o B Bl g 195e555 0Fgp BB b S (63 pealy — Stk am

(MICMAC) (g,bs bw Jalox g ls

ol ol p ite V5 Lol (954855 o ¥Is @lisl g5y 53 olpl (Siihgs ool o] p oo (salS (sl pito Lol (sl
2586 e g blie Lailgy b 503 oy 3= S 31 o 3l b pite pl s b gl piasl (6 s s g (golisl ubos
b il MICMAC Jl38le 5 35 g madal3 YEXYE Jodo S O ygody (s yilo () 00,5 (oo B usie plo p juiite
W ko (5329 331 — (55135 51 (s o

=V chwgie Bl =Y whms J1=) Gl g =0 ) e d)lea ol S bl b piie pl p ke o ()18 Bl ¢ pile oyl
Cal 03,5 dlre yiite o sl |y bl s LIS 5l ggeome lidlay (295 035 b (s S

MICMAC Juo yd Byl (5503 5519 5,05 51 5yl 50 9 L paiiie JolS Cow 308 - Y Jgu

P I e K
O o YA Obiio)] (25 Gl 3,55, Vi
Ol % ¥ Oyl (2B ks 5,5, V2
Ol g ¥ £ (556 dygyl 3l A5 yal) (gladlatol,d (glocssyis alilis pedaus V3
ey Y g 55 5 olnl il V4
olrie v Vo gy 9 Olnl buly, V5

SIS yite \at vy olpl ade 0ye (oalaidl gl g o0 V6
SIS yuie A% Y. o3l 3l gl s )0 ol (6)I8 o puo \VZ4
Aasly Y YA Ol Sl sl yo el V8
sy A vo gbo 3 ) dpwgy (ol ypu> Vo
ol v ¥ it Gl lhole 2 45 i V10
oSy e YA Y4 L P N A DS e P Vi1
oS Jy s Yo vy 588 3515 ol yaao 4D s Do V12
oS s Yy 1% Lwlygl (ooladl apoloul b ol oo V13
lacly ¥ vy Ol g olpl 50 blie ) agb sl i V14
Ay ¥4 \f3 o) (31wl L5 o daws V15
JLItyes v vy 2945 @l ) ol (ol O3 V16
JIET \a Y. (3T ol ¢ J31) ! Jows 5ol gt o V17
JUEIS Yy A b5 g olpl by, V18
o2 Ju a3 Yf Y (INSTC 1) Jisg Ja> aibsisr clislys V19
SIS e VA YA Ol 3l g 5> Mol slasib, (i V20
Oyt vy ™\ oo 5B ) 5ol 395 V21
oSy a5 \(4 YV s ol by el ) g plaw V22
Aasly Yv \i4 Ayl sl pe 3 el el (slacanln V23
e vy vo S L il )b SYols w2 ved
Oyt vs 4 588 Yoo o1 1 g ol )9l Sin Y 955 V25
oS Jydss vo YA SbSls 6)en glojlo b ol oMol obs V26

(F-F i ol o)

(V3) clailazo |b (elos a8 alslio o yuiio o3ylse oyl oo 508 oo i) Lorgion 5185 15 31l Syt oSl (conns] o IS5
23 g ) > Slyeis & Cuwlime iy ()0 b pite a6l 1> (gm0 oSGl (YA) (ondy il 5 (FY) (IS5 lse o 5VL L

I Driving Variables



VD ke (V) Foglailue R ol g Wl paes \EAs

D9 dilate (o0laiBl g el (ol dm (pdiz ) (S50 cage plojen Slgie gL g L)l abslere VLI e plae)i8
s Y o5 s o g Ay S8 il e oo 31 Y s s dy il 5 ()5 HIL (V25) ol gl i Y555 it (paiean
ol aihe loasls plsiea (V2) Gbul)l g (VD) pliado)l (28 Casbus (sl ), U8 5 cpite 93l -l I35 51
S o Jos (Seikgh) OY 900 (6 S

Gblio > (o (slo 55 (VI) Ebojd )5 dg) oollsi i (VB) olnl b slojye ol jelai' aily (gl puiio ¢ Jlio 5
& porlliane (RIS ) (i yiaS g M B ol iy Sl @yl (V15) pliaite)] 31 ol (S 02 o 5 (VI4) (550
Py Gl S S slacalaw B 95555 Y Jlis] gladely copie sl ol pl a0 o ol yol cpl )l o] slag
Ladgy b (VA7) oyl Jlasd jolty s sisle Jikasgs (slo pita > inlS |y dtuly (sloyuizo Ll b 48 3561 o o)yt b
Lo (Sl b o] s g 1)1 it plo b 6 cims L)l egi90 cuenl vyt i (VI8) fliws S 5 ol
@S (sl it Sl (639100 degareo Lk Albghoss] wigis )l 5 (IS Cuslis 3 j03 &S Cunl 1 Sl o ] 01> s
it LIs Ty HlS b ys5 ©)08 o il & 29 55 jete )]yl

IMICMECHa den o o H— sl 480 0l

&
¢ X "
X

20 25 30 35 40
J5 syl

MICMaC 13310 5, W paike gy 51— (6158 51 S W8Ty o908 Y JSUS
(¥ (ings, (sloal i)

Cuxhd pas - o150 s yilo g S
Cazhad pae — 450w le Lzl 13 bl o gam ds e MICMAC Jse 5l esliial b (galS (ol izo  bolis 5| e

by pusiio oyl -Canol b5 55 b )] Canlad pas lise Vb (613851 1 ogMe oS Canl s pusiiio 5] dwd )]y s po ol G ol
3 (w5 g (> gy Sl s pSore b3S nl )33l i bB d g slate lagjl (23 JSE (sl Ty ity oyt
25 bl 0 B ol )3 peaite ya Cupabad pa (e Jlallon Laily) 5 SithS 0jg 05 V7

e lgsdy g Kilod S S oYL litel iuslad pash 5 €6 )15 3 an 90 13 ylojep aS ad o lis 1) Sl psie ¥ Jaus
Sleadsolses! o,\.ui le.tby)l...w u.l@l

Cualad o - 500 (Gl (S ke Jgso Y Jgo>
ol 3 oSl (0-+) Cuplad ous JS 5,158 51 e s
Skl ¥A ¥ lilaie 13 glac;u8 ddlie pdow V3
Skl Y5 4 \aad 4 Oi Sl g oS ol S Y g0 V25
ol \Bi A Oyl (2B sl 3,50, V2
ol £,y YA by o2y Calow 3,54, Vi
Sloglye ¥,) ¥\ g a8 55 Ll pl S9is V21
S 5 vt ©rf = Gy Gl slaojon 48 i V10
(0¥ F piags el ae)

' Dependent Variables



V€L e 2938555 Vb Glinl eladely 5 gyl 2 gtz a5 Szl (mohennl [ Fly4 (B9d 9 Jly9

Ao iz cpl 513,515 (VU canlad pis b (635 51) oo ile (sl = 2V 2y 3 Sl slopite ¥ IS5 ol
A8 i |y gy sl (M (6 S e g0 byl Dlpds g st Glp) (Suih g ome )3 (SRS OV 5 sl dsiane

o s 4 (V3) laalaio 18 (slacs a8 aldlie pdaw st a5 and o lis Cuslad pae — lon s yile ] sdolCuwdd s
e amled coslailate S5 o Jolse o imte S Sl g e S b 5 ol Calo 53 56 g ooV s
S50 3 b o ool 1 = iy el S 3l 5 ol S b b S e Shagsisles, GIF ) (S YYE o sl 5
. (OECD, 2024) ¢l a5l 35 1y o))yl 9 dwgy Colus aSly wisliS (50l <08

IS5 355 o e i S5 tel S5 )3 it bl (508 e (S olizmen (V25) (ol 55l Sz Y
el 4Ll 515838 53 598" cpl Seilekd g (ollas (lg5 (e 2 it sgbods cnlS gl 5y > 53 Awg) (ST Sl Siom 9
ol Y5 yol oyl g ool il 1y $liojs )3 395 yitas (slbg s 5l ity duwgy Vo YF pgd degs > & Mad o Ui Slie slaosls
(Foreign Policy, 2023).cusl odls iol38! ) cusamuo a5y i 9 4S5 (gl aldlie cus )b oS 03 S dby! 495 JiB

Slo i 20t el olpl Clse g i 5934555 VI S5 5 ST L 35 (V2) byl ()6 Casls 2,50,
JLosl 39059 33 o YoVY jroliod )3 &5 57 5 i 5 o b s 53 e 31 3t oy 3] s ol 03 Slaly
3559y 50 sow | . (AnadoluAgency, 2024)cuwl 5,559y i opl 5l Gubg)y gl € lpl 4 dianly e slaoly 51 Sy ks
ABg> cuxBge ) byl adloal & iy (]S g dwgy jl 58,5 Aol (gl J3 glajlid s 4 (V1) eyl ()b Cuolow
I8 e 5 Gl JUB 53 5988 ) i B et Sty g2 yel ol o8 B S )13

lole & pliaa 5 (> 5 b (gygen 0 el SleMbl ol (2lBl b (V21) (gt a8 ) slpl doi5 puite
Sipe o) 9 39ub Ol jl (i oS s oo LS (Malliye @lie bawg 0ad pdiie daled ol 0ad Sy adlate S0 sl s
O «ulys y (Caucasuswatch, 2022) cul odipmels 3ol 4 diaoly seS pi bwg lpl sbiye (S935 0 obubd
Jlod yg0 58 (0Nl (Sl e cansl By Sl 3 b 5 iz (o Colos b a5 (VI0) pe = 5,8 (3l sbeojon ) 4S5
A3 oo sl (5 )ps 4 ] adate (Seihg) il Il 035 )93 b g M e Cagl |y wogi> —

e S U PET B

V3
Scenario Map of Key High-Impact & Uncertain Variables

4.8

a7t V25

4.6

V2

e
w

Uncertainty (0-5)
FY
-y

bl
w

vi

a2l vzl

a1l V1o

4.0F

32 34 36 38 40
Total Influence
W e Copalad s — (3150 (0192 ylww (el -Y JSU
(VF ¥ imgh sloabl sxio)



VD ke (V) Foglailue R ol g Wl paes Ygo

W puiie Coalad pas — o )ow (o192 )l AR Jolodi

ol pis b a8 clo i s V10 V21 V1 V2 V25 V3 piie i o amd o Ui sy biow 4 j| Lol gl
oo ol G ilo (stsly = (2 Vb 2y o it il (28 )5 )18 S o s el (St CBsn g 595555 Y15 oyl o S5 10 Yy
s V3 yito cigad ey S ol i JS 1 (it olina B 1 503558 slotoly Wl o o] Cund g )3 S Ol s oS o
555 5235 00551 £ o s 3 008 (yppd ok ) Capalad pits s YL g (F1) (ol 5 s b e ghilaie |8 el o8 Al lae
OF 5 Jo pgboy | dilato titol ¥oles Mg o X VE (595 )5 (i 51 S jue laloy arliio ¢flaiB )3 15551l Ly ]3]
bausg il 3 505 33 (sl (gt ¥ 2 VF 3151 oS )3 g (slig 5 IS 31 g 03290 5 ]S o) S Y g5 V25 S
i 93 2 ¢l ) )b ool 3,509,V g oo byd 3y b 3,595 V2 da o] LS )5l 035wl )l )y 3050
Slliob a8 5 olulydl (255 b ol lg slasl alo da oS ) slse 5 S Sy ditid it Wt 9 by enlo
shcalled 3o )b 5l e g B )3 el 3985 V21 (oppizmon 23 o 1) M g b jgy S e S5 oo i)l 2l b (liaa |
S pe Oloisds 35 )8 = 3pd (515 Sojgn 3 48 5 i V10 .S e bl Gl nl sl conne (stitel Sy ¢ sollas 9 (Sl
S a3 o (i oo cpl sl Qg = Jlad jo S 18 GEalS g adlaie )b sl pne il Jb 3 ((Sthg) - soladl
Loyt ol ol 5 il 55 0 3,8 IS oyl e Y o5 ol Ao 5 (68 (gl iy 0l S 5 slino b iyl (slogy sl
A Cuwd Ty (o0 yly clacus 8 9000 WSBLE  Siulighs clypuss ply )0 ol plaS 20d el Sl o

TIPS
o jlw gilwg )l

2 Cal 008l MICMAC oo g cuskadpie — lon i ple (> (wlol p Giagh cpl 0 jlug b (sl yemee Ll
(V25) laalaio ¢ )u8 il g cpl Sl Kin slassly 9 (V3) (slddaio 13 sl )u8 aldlie pdaw w0id olwlid yiio YO e

S5l Sy ol pl (Jlod sbvjpe il b maiitene B > 4 ciie 93 (b il 1) Cohad e g (IS (e oy
0 O] €gy i 008 s (sl yoome? lgicds ¢ g a8 )3 ! il )l g o)l oy
By ) plete (gl g 5o 93 (il S D lgtal S )3 dsg) Sei8 Jebl b Lk e 5 (Sl S doxi (63900
> gy 1y 1954855 VI (a5 slmosn] oy peie JolS o5l a5lg o oS 3,9 oo
ww& ul.u 99945 d&d%‘ ‘J;‘ (59?.)&“’

3985 jl slodes ise Lais &y (3390 g 9 0392 Ol sladlate 18 (slo )8 Ablis o a5 b oo 385 (lalpd ) g2l (]
S pbe sbiles) 515 g ghojd )3 gy o Ll (slagys j9h polts (g (snlad Cunl 0dd (g I 53 39 (St
ool g oo Slles lpl xdle Lld b g 28lg (sla)5giko b 1958555 VI cdls cpl o il sumdg i %o «lgpl = sSuuo
b 3l e )3 395 mrew cplinio)] g dpug) b 3giome (GlocdSl g (jlsie (ouloles Bo)b jlams oo cuo b plal 4 )b
Sloy aae obdlpe Bls wags 5l g LS Cuss
L yrno (221,13 5 (obBiiy Culd) 1090 (591 Lims
Sl o 355 o0 prio (gl ool g oaosio VL] S 5 cdg)) S5 00k e (salabiz <o) (6 S USS 4 laee (i S
DS o0 JSB 4S5 g )b Sl b 503 (S g dwg) Coles Lol Sl oS finl e lojle slge 5 AN ©jgoa o pl5
i oo b |y 355 Lalg) o 4 (G554 8 Lt 3 (SuSH o8 aslbodin sl ol b ok (6lid ol 0 B el o)l
J.M:L awsly W;J)L‘wo Q_))C JQ.Q)M&L&:O)S)J )]M l) R 9 LS
Ol A (e g5 Bl 1090 (592 i

d';.aolf ddlais 30 Ay )99., Ola)'p_ao 9 00y d);"fl,b- L;]:\ila.;n])é db:c;)ﬁ FIESEVS ‘C)T 2 &Sl Jo.«m d?i)t-“’ PPV O'i‘
5 obrlydl & (el JuS )1 8T5 5 Elod (alS oGl I oy slrgy Geticds pren salgd ol 4Bl (g pSedn



Ak e 2938555 Vb Glinl eladely 5 gyl 2 gtz a5 Szl (mohennl [ Fly4 (B9d 9 Jly9

09 9958555 Y1 g Gpul8 il 5 s A5k ¢ S0l (sl ygs S e pliw (nl )3 sl (ndg (i (38 i odmI LS A4S 5
3 ol e (il g 0 Jlod 3 ol (Sibgs lgpl unidg cpl dal A0k (oo drwg (ol (35 )90 Baa b > g ol pl oS )l
S yno I (535 50 (hwl 4 Jlal (Rl381 g (JBD (515 gl e Sm] p b blyd ol o Glpl STy el (gladlate )l
8L S pele (152> 5 (B
Slatkuio (5,02 & CulS 5L 10,k (59 U

oS g 5laad )0 duwgy dga5 Lol )l JI8 ol daw ) (gladlaiel B lacs,u8 dilie o5 5,5 o0 S Sloj gyl oyl
Caowr & 5yl o 3 30 sl (455 5 liwsioy] cybulyd (o)) adlaie (clayeiiS o )l Labue ©yd S5 GLE 5>
aban o)l gilo sbel 3 Jas JSaI L Slg e ol dls ool 3 S o &S > (cladlaio 59,0 il g (oolaiil glo g Son

S Coghi |y 05 (Shg) Cadbge (> g 005 il ) 0 (555 p0 B (S e (Bl sloe g 1 (SIS 4le s g (sledlaie
.(Kazantsev, 2024: 22)

ladhio Sl 9 59555 1935 gl w92yl

i S 9 d9aoe SLOBII 21 guslins 180 (631g)Sayl 9 abBalz Cylb) P gujlias
Sl plad slo e Bio ¢ P2 Eloc)ad b0 plaliél ¢
x5 Sy s * (@0551S § o535 pusi
oSl b wlbline Jolas * Seaekistf slaSeid Sy *
S
)
,
3
'% Slaikio 5)Sa0 4 Ll F gyliar Oyl G 2530 B3 1V gylisws
A
=
3 ol asloriz Ol Cugl ¢ bl Gl glesigy plals «
iy sjluslazel * Sl sl e & Siuly *
Siidia g0 iuwiag: e 038 alzarlz *
53l glaglytuy Ih slecumbipas
T glanl ay uryians g 59305 <o, * adblio cypie § ey il gl
5yeS/isipe 43S Aclgd © 3 sy paais 3 By A/
{apang; 0! @S 7) slaibio slacs;ad o)lg3 Sy 0S5 peliane alblie Sy, *
/8 Jueil g 3l el Laghay ;3 ol ) sl *

(3 + pS) L2l lencs)a8 aldlso ljue
ag) Sobi = 53902 | ;215 Lol alslie = il ilejgme
bl s stely g 5SE0lgb sl vaslia wumhabprc—olsa guiile 9 MICMAC s iie Julad igiia

Ol (S35 015 5,534855 Y15 5] lags Lo iy o 92 s la —€ S5
(V-5 ong, slacil o)

(sfanbad Jalodi g Lagy jlww bawwy
o LS g D90 LAWY (599 L

2 AP HE Lo 4l a9 Sloy (Bl ol gladlaiel $ Sloc)8 dilie g ol o (ol (28 il ol
oo bis Ol 09 BBlas gl ylisle LBy (obaiBl g cwliw o ol (gl OS] AL atdly e 568 1> 23 S ] il D00
S o S 29290 (S f5
B80S byl
Slrl 099y (5 5 el 5 g Ebej 50 dy) o Ldl (glagys jpan asldl e
dilaio Cndg > 6l Sl Jlasl sl () sl ypaS o K0l (slo)ltd Sy @
Oyl g dmogy (ol b Jols )3 Jolos Lais C sls (glo )8 oo ) liaaio)] i (5 ledsn @

o8l — sl 03 )8 baas |y 095 Sl CuunBgo Jlimed fhoyd > el (glagys Laas b dungy F+ VY Jlo 5l &8 poiwn sald
“Trump Route for International Peace and sk pMel 51 w 0394 .08 oo Jugunss dalaio 0 1y ol ] oyilete yidh couss o
Slaled platiS @y oollas sagalye (sloay adlate il (S0 5k plo 5 dpg) olyen & (lnl ¥+ Y0 gl > Prosperity (TRIPP)”
(European Council, 2025) x4l <9,



VD ke (V) Foglailue R ol g Wl paes \EA

Il gl Basly

Ol?til.g)ﬂ 9 Obimio )l b dgate il ST g duwgy b (6)0n Lais — aljlu y5lgie Cunlw b Slg5 o ol pl i Siidi g5 ool cugii @
(PR oS (el A (1> Cd Sl g A8k e bl JBL -

35 il ply 8 Bl Bl Klgi e Gl 09 cogl I Sl dilate el Glogals b &S 5)50)0 1 Spiiapdls jl Clinl e

sl gilojl yi plal oS e lae Cojome b (o3 kel CliBly > Jlb Sl bigladhaie cuial JSgjlo cogls @
)5l cse ol 1) (gladlais

L yono (1113l 9 (b Culd) ¥ (592 )Uaw
3985 &S b yd gy oo (45 5 ey byl dabouloasie VL) (sladlaio 13 (glacs a8 aldlas i]58] Cuow 4y Loyl y eyl ol )

Sy T3 b 48 295 0o € pabiin ol 516 5)lg atlate e > Siloge (b Vb aw 3 lizeen (gt Sl L )

sl olpon (Sthg g (5l

G835 (548 byl

gy & (Sly (2 5 0l 35 Gl e JSnd Sln Glanl g U gyl bl g sroe VLI LS 8l e

st 88 (35 sl e &) (o piod sl I g Kol S = peS SO Ol 2 o U8 jea> @

(2 T B8 Sl gk S Olgied 098 (A8 Gl (S F0L cldgy Cogl (lp 48 5 Cwlw pols

(el g oolal s e 4 date (1S5 5L 39)9 Jlo ey bl (ol (ol g (el S5k lgieds dpwg, Lo 0

397 SV g (Sl g

S 5l by 6l S o Wb bgyl asloul g e b (Simben 3 ol g 4S5 oS "Middle Corridor” Sle o9y @
(Eurasianet, 2024).cwl (o551 b pue

oy g @il il b s Sl gy 0y lrylid &5 oy Lis Chatham House oaSiy sl i)l 5V +Y0 Jlw o
0Lyl B boyl (Sl 5 cnl)Sol Six 4 (23Sl 13 0ha9 cul odpy 355 gl 4 g S

3o Jol§ Bl @lo g 035 Lad 1) 395 oGl Yty (cwlolnd g (ollas Cudjlo a0 STh (Jlman dwg) Vo (pl o2 b @
(International Railway Journal, 2025).546 s ddleie Yolre

Ol ! 1y el

SYoleo )3 Glpl G5 g oo Jilote ol (b )3 5 4S5 Cow 4 05l Gl e (2 1Skl e D)8 i SialS e
A At Camay glaalaie cu il

Sojon > Jol Bl Sl A8 )55 ol b S dbml 5 dnegy b )8 plie bl plpl giome Silaby sloco s @
led xS ok 6y9 5

3980 P ol gl addate 1> )8 dijlse ot Culos 5 bmlydl = 4 bl Co gl b (Sl 5 el L8 I3 e
b dalgd 01028 Ale 4 Gl 0k )lok (slacanles
A8 )3 215 ol a8l Btz By s 4 dilain Sty IS dlojo soind 5 Sy 5l i p9d (S50 ki

a4 5 Lis) ) iy oais] (6la yrne CIE Lt oS sl ) Capably Lol S s i Bl (i 5 dsy b () Son

ol gwiiasls | b g clailaie (claojgy 4 dilkiedgn o Jleb 959 ¢l (sl dalylS 55Tl b ¢ ol i 53 by

Olp! GO (P p B Y (592 )L
Olojw 5 (VoVF 53 gbo | mdo LSl sagys Jol5 zop 5| o ohgd) Lhise (s (EBE dpg) o eon)liw a5
3l = el L B g (o e (B 02 9 4S5 gl sl /osoxie VL) (gladlate 13 ()50 50 Jlb jgan/alila
F ol @l jme L tcwl 0 = 3,d Jlail @¥ole ) glul (L) (58, andls gy cpl (S 5 doly 9 o0 ool >
2 olrl @bl Coje 5l oo (S 5 85 (o0 Syt G comelS ol She g 389 4S5 - ol — Gl 5 )b



VEA e 2938555 Vb Glinl eladely 5 gyl 2 gtz a5 Szl (mohennl [ Fly4 (B9d 9 Jly9

asilae yoss il Il (Vo VY (595) EbojB 5l wg)y slogy (5005 eSS g 9 (sl o g3 ialS o ) (sladlaio (slayg S
b Glaljal « Jlal aslgd i il sl ) 485 g 05 Hgile (sLad &5 Dy il
gaod  iliae AR gud

o) Bl e A G 831 Sl g SV VY poolies olisS aloo 18bo 8 2 oS S35 G g Ay ollss (5 11893
gy (55 ko> Mos 45 (6 yuais 105 035 Yo VF )3 gy slg 5 o> s 9V VF =V VY 1 £loj3 (lasles JHosil 4
25 5k e Ol lp LA )8 has €l Lol e jaeS 3580 4

VoYY 5l oS (EUMA) lisia,l ;5 byl ansbol ollai i o ygole thgl adloul e yods g 0y b olinioy) Sgn Gaess
(EUR-Lex, 2025) ol ialasye 53 5yl yew sbol o

g0 seSud 4 o Jlal g lpess — panl = o8 palely b a8 5 = s (sgma ol Jlail ozl (59
s ol sl ond el T (el jBlaalJl (slocud o 9305 o (68 €955 oS s lsisds o8 — s — S
(EBRD, 2024) a2 o (il 1y ol 51 (glo jno 4 0y — 5y Juail (Sl o615 p000 & yao 53

9 €Qbio)] CanSbllajye yusipde? Ggeli i (e @lge iplnl 308 bohd g 99305 Ggalim (s Gl 9 Lol
wuey y @opely (200 ol 55 Mallom g lailaie bails) fowsl o3g Jlly € inejpl b jo0 8 5l S5 o b cdlles
.JJ‘oJ)f

Ol 8l baely

Ol e s Sho e 359 €aS 5 = (lnst — e I oS 5 () Esh b iopE — 3 ppnecld )3 (35 SIS SialS e
il b ] Ko —al oo (10l al sgl ) ((Reska Situod 15505 [aan) 03933155 Sloss 5 VI e |
S Bl Wl 4S8 4 0)bgd 1) 395 «PlUG-INY Cunluw 5 Sy

STy s dig )l b lgpal 0aisl B o guad g (biato ) 3 gl adlod] (650 il g 1 Sy 5 (S o3k o ze Bl e
S (g0 3900 |y (5 (e ygile (e 9 300 VL ) plpl S 25 & sl — Sislals

Olnl 939800 05 €3l waalS sl s 2 ASIY (]9 iwg) (Sl ygan (B b K gug) paD () Gl p @
(Rashidi, 2024: 28) sl by (slajlge mlie cunl Hlab

Vgl gyl

o sl (o] by Sy glaaibl g 0 Jlod > ipe SrolRin) 1t Soobgl & aujpes (b b Jlail @
e gl s Jb b 5l s Gla g €6 35S 5

S e e Sjgo ) (> b (Sg sl pad 5 ciadign ()0l o) JoSo losd drwgi i 3ly Cujo gilwaYar o
(o3l o e Slbos lajls 1 blatwl) 2,50 S5 Glal SB 55 (85 0pen 5l cise (lnl Qo 5l ke

il 6 )globl el S b (slofs 5 530 — (B 55590 B 13 Sole 5 byl 40l EUMAVL iy 5 Juls

Seh g (S1bJa 5l sm g (el slapnlEegw (il gl

€y 85 By By (592 )l )3 oyl g — Cuo 5 Y Joua

Sl CIYS Olr! @lp 2 Olnl gy Cwo S
Sl aleyw g Sllas = (giye CBBlE | Loye = 550 )0 (Sekshs IS | lers = o)) s 4 g5 eSS iy o il s
RETERNERER oSl clbails s bles e 5 Bl 3k el 45y - i
5 85pe 1 ygele b puits (L)) US| o )la o ) opoles Bl Sny yil3él ool gy EUMAL 6 clagSges e
st S gl 1ok ol g gyl 430 iy Sl e gus e
& ygeofon 9o b €yl painy pulols| WS 3L e sl (g il G | ST 4 S la LSy isuges Gl hy S5
+9)

BYC I TS Lo ly

IPolicy Options



VD ke (V) Foglailue R ol g Wl paes 1£4

ol SV Olpl Gl s Ol &l Cuo b KeY)
5 Blonips Gaje p 55 a3 O 5 (S it slosol)> I | S a8l Stndfann) 1381 035)] Slass dngs )
e . ) . . 54 )5 (ool Sl
4By (55 ey (Olrl (o oo (blasl) 02555 ) ot ol sl (Wadg2
CopaSle Cob o (g (Bot> (IS pled| laisdy 193555 sz yb bl SKlaol qug\g)'ﬂ/om)llea)sgl?murmbjm oKl liiats el
A sipnj polyd y9 S 5 € )| OIS €jey8 > (bliwl) -comlu o 550 bl ¢ )

(VFF ingn cboadl o)

G (ool [ ()5 syl g5l 5 4S5 — )l (gign (slbefgp 45355 o OLd Sloj €1l B (o y 5 Blod (g4 s

g s gl Jlal )3 Vgl 235k cylnl (slp 42 3anS e 3955 3 Casmag)y il i) W g W9y g lojan liwte) )3

o3931085) e S5 g olpl sl Sk o i 51 2 oS Lo (3] & ol €OLoSD & o 1 35 a5 Ji

a5 51 Dlgi g0 € s pul 192 )% ply > Cpe p pliado)] CaaSor (Bgin ples | oalisiel cogdleay 295 35 olul o
S 6 Sy s o M

dldlio g (VoVF 13 gho | wo Lidls (slagys zo i | o ohod) Mhoe GEBE (g U 55 dpwgy 398 eyl cul

Coows 4y €g3b 2elgd» s 0 b o Sl Blas o Slpud maw 4 b A8 0 (iS9 8 o ybid 8 sladhaiel 3 glac,ad

asled gilweodle cloanld o (lus S cOL?ng):)i coyliaio )] + duogy S ol pl) Y oyl WGl o) Ken o (sl g 5k

Clas bl 1 (SG Y-V (595 50 ghod ) apgy slogys Job g8 3,5 ol (0lbmaliydl = i) a5 = o)) (sladlai

25 S |) ladlate 105k bawgs gitel plas (Sl diej oS 59

ganod  iliae AR gud
Cdybo a3 oo L pl 20 AT (551 )l (JBg o) Clags)lSon (135 sopme0fg > p g IS0 (dmg) 9) lmb)d]
ol s w8 b o gldalais la fuady o 4 cuiSiL

d iy p Byl g3 g Wb 4B S pl S pdie Gye pd oy BULe oSS YVY IS 5 - i)l (o) lodle @
Seloxiny € ol 550 (Slal o (LS5 & W55 oo slaihaio (5)\San (532l )3 L9y ] £053,8 48T by (9 (sjlocsole
(Umarova, 2024)

b L)l 10 1) Canld 0391 slrdrgy Lol Glusging Ve ¥O = Yo YF 13 oSy ppume 15l 3l = liio)) g pomo 6,5 0lis @
5 €ladlio ol p b Zliveo Lmo] &b sl e )’Léi ST R3] W FRSVES I PECI PR IS | 8 ¢S W R YL SR)
NS (oo (ot gl nl & G plod g Wl bajpe QUSTL/ Ol eq Ol

Oln! 12 Joies (sacly

5 SIS s «sipe S e Saofgy iy Bl isladate gla)gile aldd bieg (Bl g)lSer By GBS @
S oo I il Stk g slacamlus 5 bie (I ()5 — G0 Gl b g = Jlod) bajg S s Ngmen

Fomb SHPikslbanip cine gla i sl )len Sy (LR bic s Jled sbajye (gl Siel Sy pialS o
(Reuters, 2024) (amog) ol jois yialS o Y+ 0o sl p uloo blisiwl) g o YU (65105050 o (6 s S i g

2 Bl diabgn S peS) 5 (gloog SIS B 5 e lpl K Slles (2ubor oyt @l Gy Canpp @
S g5 €09 Caled 4 €l Canle Sl 35K Sl (18 (5351 P25 eslosle/ 5

lﬁbkﬁq‘bgm 9 ‘&M)

2 4SS 1y Colas ey oy g o Gl 5 an (51 s s shailae o gy 3 4S5 L oy B, @
Sladl b glawglie o) 48 0188 1) (6)l8en gy g e Byl a (algBodhj b jlassl (63wl pb 55515 coply
(el g Sl e



Yoo

e 2974555 Y Elisl sladely 5 gyl s g i Subsss ool [ F)L (B9d 9 Flye

Al oyl S g Olq:.;.b.)ﬂ ol j3 (A3 lagloa! (g)lub @ gl cpl i tlacowl (S 0 B b co 4

LS addg sl |y €lojgn (o) Ken? Wlg o (pwlow oyt

«slaslin (5, Sod 4 CuiS 3L (591 Luw 43 (1l e — Ceo B € Jos

ol SIS

Olrl Gly g

Olnl gl Cuo 8

)

i sl PlUG-IN» 55,05
S b (6 5kwdylilinl g SuB; (5,184 5

Blaae s 4 (35235 sl 45 5 <

Olrl 09509 9 6 Gp8

b sbedld b ogam Jlad 5o S (Ngnen

JEgex sl g S

pse sls SLA

950 sadb3dlr ¢ o (6 Kligus

19y (P Cawd

Cajo o5yl SbMol a8 &y

3Bl iy

Soaibl g 5j e ol 0 )oxiy iedign S yoS Sl
(L) - olpl 5l o 3l cunller Jholjal 18 e

S oS g Oyl

dbogd Jobs bolas b gladaie (555 )l
oSy 5yl aloyu

Ol GEB (e oy L] g9y
(38 03000/ L)

— o)) b asledes loalsw o 5675 Jols
Sy s gejyy a8 5l bul)dl
(blaz)

dn s iy

iy s bglas plKimg) luin )5 g5k
oS e (ool gla yiulejy g

O CaliS 3l el g slonlesel (Saisls
(]ol.,.;.'(.\»l) .C;..\aob’;f Sy dhzs‘_')\/oq »

slacyygale (sba € ag o)la» (3l
opdled Sl il ¢ claidaial 3

oyl g el

by @ (2B alopw Gl (gl <l

Sy b33 asle lopfaw sloojgn Sl Silidl

oolaidl wloly>

L Blas Sy ooty s o

Delpl ol

(b)) oyl (ool

(F-F g ol o)

B > a5 = Gluie) ilodle oyt 5 Gbul)l - plis)l do Clilg (il & b0k Sl sk

Q] La»L'j plad el 64 03 Sgm (6,5 oke b b 38lg (g8 > ST v S0 lods 99 (6 S (YHY) jooredialaie (sla,l8 g5k

b ol il €ygmo0ig (5,54 5l90» & K Jriio (S35 Glate 3| joe 3 pdly cp o ()l (sly sl € glddaie cuSIlo» 4
3 nlS |y o bl o 5 355 55 S e bl o o8 550 3255 bt 5 5 08 (5 Sl (20

(g ot 9 3l (0 5 wiee) (ot 5B it )3 Joiono (5Uogy )lw (JHpndad Jg =0 Jgor

EYRUNT-U{ VR ¢ VR bW
slaikio g ,So

ﬁ)ﬁ Jb :‘” 5.1,1.2..»
Ol ks

PPPULEIERURIE PR QPR
W poanno (21,150

SV 925w
o ol 99945

9-1)“**’/-’4-;

dilae + adly 2nlS ds, o
oS chailazo 1,8

alilne + Bl JEnlS aun) dgi
YU (ghailase 13

398 + YU (gladlatal b alilia
45 16 joi g,

ad e + duwgy 905 Lass
oS sldilael 8

LXWLNVE S By EYPL )

23 et sl i
S yidie Co e g (58
b2 5

J5S cos b ol lab
2kslyd % jb Loy
ol = (gl ydas )

Olnl sy Sy

oo el o,
PV (g0 (o5 Sinn

2 e ol gy 015

..“. l..“ .5

b o o985 (1Sl
S yudie (gladlaio gl )5 g5l

(3l e olina ials
bl Gis s

s oe (B2 52 i RS
&8 1B ,las

10 315 s (ornd o>
ol b dgure oSl

Ol G315 A o

S lopw o b il 38l
&b by 9 S e

¢ ol el el
lasel,> (3o 4 s

B ey b S (Bt puie
Sl el als

Cote o Mol Hluly
(S o slogy cus i)

L3l soly
(wae—2lgs)

sbadles + gldilaio K o
(Y+Y) (ldalato

o gl S 5
(8 ol i)

gyl bl coscecs YL @S 5

w9y O

L)l)"‘ ‘UL.u.wo)l g )

Ol 35 5L

S ploy Clo (gl e,
hibaio Ol i85 4

R P a3l
ol 4 S35 b ol

<o 3yl lyolo

2 Odedily deis 2y ialS
eis bl Cle

olx &lp ol yas

oy sloggp SNltus (6,550
Slass Ol g g jlod, bt

5 138155, leds dsugs

il (b lil e eas

L ooy Sbcuwso?
& yuo 4 (Plug- ins)

Setucd Glodd 40

sla@dlys 32y 5| il Cots

O‘ﬁ‘d‘)‘!u"’"w)-é

o3yl wiojlis) Lawgio — o5
Sl g ladlate (ol
(lnod (sloyauns” B

JeoSS & atsly) bawsgie
945 519750 o e

g bo,Lss 4 do g5 b) Yl—lawgio
(s5y0 Sldes slaoggy

(dwgy calos JolS 29,5

JUb 4y, 5) bawgio = o8
(1" 815 ) laco U8y 058 9 3l

(y+¥o G) Likelihood




VD ke (V) Foglailue R ol g Wl paes Y09

Ls‘d:ﬂm.o ‘S)wa O‘)‘o’o‘d‘“j" Lb).ym &‘)i)b’ W ULH 99995
ilaie clbasbedbles claol| ool o)yt 5 oSS | gyl alop (slaslyyl iyl . N
. . " . - 3 Sy SNk
2l Ll YR | el s lesss — 00| sMiddle Corridor Mt .
o "”P@‘“” o O R PR 0% T O e olmaal 3l sp tEbe | pka3g) ks sl s L
oo,y 9 S ke O 108 | She yans jload Jiie (VI |3 48 57956 sl iule, (i8]

9-1)“*"/-“;

S3re o)y Jl Y G, >30% ailaio Sakinad
(i S pibe ofon il g aaibl cile 1) o «PlUg-in»g, s 949y b oolalod Co gl
Gy Gaedde gladin | 4 oiBugsl €581 55, loss Slosd )3 (6 iS4 lo yus Ciloys ) (gilogs £ wlow sCy glel
hadate ()15 4Ly )b s, Sadgh S o5 g dop ¢ S Sire
Oygo 3 dilais (glo)euiS don . SE k3 Katd 5y S 5 ) i - ) )
Olnlefss) Syiie o ps bl @S s el sl 803k e pltunde | sy, | gldilake (W il WS JLS>

(5 b 51

(VF¥ ingh slbamdl sais)

038 (¢ e a3 Sk oo
Ao 51 g, 8L i
o B 5D Cs M (43550 O ygody S0 lpl il 9 W)l dgg «la L 1)y S i dbtl S gl don
bl b x5 08) Olpl jpe 4l & 4] wond Slgiee Golite (o3 ly b BT 5 Jlb K5k «unsy
asliolyen V25 5 V3 il Y (6,138 51 o) iy sl puize) MICMAC
(Yero-Ye¥es U) Caogbo o5L 43 saumo (3 o7 Joicee
Sopliw (dmwgy (il o bais lojed 9 oy HLid Middle Corridor  slles (b pin) (Slise Wlad oS 54 a9 b
Salo JLid gy 93 Slojen el s cenl ol 381 50 gyl oy Jeie Yieis! (1 o 2l)l5b o abiis <o) ¥
Hall oo (1) g (haBlin (undg 4 &S dnog) (e (5l Jcne)d 5 2 145 508 Culia ot (0l Gl s 6
Olxl 81y Gl 9 5598 (b SBS So
9 Slplo den o (Sitwcd sojgy iy (slodls/ Ly oy sl Jlasl) «Plug-iny 4ol y (gilw Jled (s Y—+) (5)58 @
s SSG B 51 (6ol sl 5 5 ol b (58 JUIS sl
oty (aly o) (55eS lodinlp (gjlod il (gjpe sloaibl 5 Jod by 3 ()l alo s o Jlo 0-Y) Sitopla
JRIGES ot dnwgi g (ollp (Std (slacS b (sl (o855
M3l plysdr S e phiniod @5l el dmg g (Blite b T4Y) aslesin (sladlaio Cllys 4 399 i Jlo +0) Ctontly o
(U.S. Army Europe and Africa, 2025) _wbuw — (golaidl cols,
(blos (e slopadls Joaa i) Sipgisle &8 2 F-F-
(Sl s o> LE5>200% &Y Lo i35 :adsl Jlaie k] Middle Corridor — (s 13 05) (yge 3W6 ol 1) yadls @
Oyl Glo Sy inl39l =nae 13,15 1 tailin] — (D9d o paw) sniliasl aslosis o5l claaebcdblye slawi Y jasls
(World Bank, 2024)
ool S y il 381 lis (51381 = (18 yaudn /oo 3y 2lass) 5laed p> (dladlaie |8 1S 5L ioley/ ol jods liue Y (a3ls @
ot Sl = ldos 6 oS5 = (o502 (S xb Sim) 0350 — 008 () (Sl e oS3 (000l F pa3ls @

[>4

odlgiius 4511 g (5 a5 40
oSl ) puis g axily )3 cladlaiol B g clailaio Y i 5l Cov o)lgen il claand j3 ol oMl (¢ yore uJ,o ool

Cutel porde )3 (a3l )98 el S pe (9ol 1> Sz S8 o) Julial g (b Bl sl e S (68 S (St $
bl S Lisss cladaio sligy 45 aad o lis b imgh (cladnl .l aslo KT Liwsl e 1y o] sl byl g



Yoy e 2938555 Vb Glinl eladely 5 gyl 2 gtz a5 Szl (mohennl [ Fly4 (B9d 9 Jly9

298 esiiel 9 Bl sl ol Son 2 e g (labrin Sl ) &2 Bad o0 Cguime (lnl Sl s3]y © )9y S S,
b S anles 5 Sl elopl g stiel clbisles b yme 5 Al 355 igel s bauswo b ol ol 4 45

sl piia o CElo (pdy) waabibpie — lpu ple p (e gl 9 MICMAC Jio (slse p oadplsl la Jolos
Olnl oGl g (Qliwye g dpmg) S ) slaidaio slocyi8 L Lalg) (315 slayg S i85 (o)l pl (Sishh] Cusbge (oo 45
sl x5l youiS o kel 2 1y (IS5 oy yiats (ool yol (g3baiBl 40l (SoSSLE (g Kan (lojl ko) (sladlaio (gl ylojlo 5
U85 1 ogMe g ol ol g 15 slodSus o Jlb s g (shiitaie Mol Cugis Spgeo 3 o8 133 (L5 (eiored
Pl o Bigy cpl jlcdas (Jlio 3 bl cowd 35 (olaiBl om0 5 ()8 slajlis (ials 4 B cuiel o (SW)I5k )8
Sy o iy o pdly clacus b g 03,5 Caumas (sladlaio oail Yolee )3 1) ol Cuxdge g o b Slg 5 clacaslu

S 3 Byo 6 GgS yae 3 e Cuiol S 3 (L5 pgponl g sbcdle, & 1L ol Siagh s s
D5ty o8 sl 5l 55 5 ol ustol Bly 53 il o Ume (S g (558 ey 5 o5l ol Molas )3 oLy uolius g polles
Jib 8l piliae yol cpl a9 has plbolinl Soil 6 & (350 sl g a8 dosl gl (2315 Glajgty S e
sl y9iST (Sihigy slocad bl oolinul g Loy (owlalnd

29850 Sl ol (oMl 5yorex lSmeea lp pj b sty doaidl o

5 byl salal 400l (kLS ()lSen Glojlo 13 558 jean b lpliladaie Slasles 5 blon 5> Hpas Cogli )
los Cogl (3 2l Rer Gl 5l ) 93 el o Mall s Cusgputio Gl (e b 2l il (gladate (sl g5l

S oyt b 5 5 (635 po slusl 4 wybgds Jlail )3 o) (s Cumbgo Sl siSone 15l g Rl emlals -
Clygg ply 53 03,35k Jole o e golaibl dnwgi 2 09Me (55l g JBg o> sl 3 6yl ko 398 (5 ttel o gl
g ol (Sl

e bailgy sl Y 33l dgl 1y lal Wl oo (g0l 598 93 b S 2 sl s S pe8 gt S50 4y ot ss Y
25 5858 pged )3 (655 o Sl (sl ygdS gy i gy S i b

elyx b dgn )l By sly olaiBl g (opde ((Kin 3 st b b glul (5> @Ml 2 oMo s odawsiz cwlols —F
iy 8] en g oo Sk o plyear | olal poadl Slgice (Kin b g (pges (wlolnd S ookl addaie

lgisn (Slee Sy & (22 g2 4 Canl 03> (L5 (3 s (Shsl g (g i )3 3 Y o5l oo dliiadgn o e =D
b ol glogy b (55 5 1S3 GGl (g S e «Y jots doy il by 13l 43l ol el (S (el slaely
DyS )8 B sl g el sladlys I jgiws 4

LSl & Jate )3 g pglie (S5 dlaiBl a5 g salss Ll Sloj (o cuteliling (2l Ken b oljen 15950 duwg —F
Milaie gl b ob 50> JialS |y o1 08 Sls vb lejen Blg5 o € 115 9 0P 9 € 01509, S 5 AL (slddlate (ool
ke b o gblio 4 1,

1 598 blg g (slaihaie &Y o0 b K5 lam 55 ol oMl (£ysren o ol & 3y ol pils dlis oIS joboay
Slgi e cdslrdiz sbg)len 5 (65l a0 ) Albiador (glocusluw 35T )18 555 (Sihigy s bl (g S0
30l e |y 598 o ustel it yol ol ST s adlate o] S¥oles ) (g3 yl) pome S 4y Jaite S5k 1) ol
Sl sal 8] syl ladaiy Mallie pls 5 (imy cdilaio ) 313 (x5 1) ol (Sithgs Cundgo &L 08

References:

Anadolu A. (2024). Turkiye's gateway to Turkic world: Nakhchivan. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkiye/turkiyes-gateway-to-
turkic-world-nakhchivan/3000744

Anri R. Ch. (2024). Zangezur Corridor: Economic Potential and Political Constraints. Russia in Global Affairs, 22 (1), 194-
216.doi: 10.31278/1810-6374-2024-22-1-194-216

Atlantic C. (2024). The Middle Corridor’s moment: How to unlock the Trans-Caspian route.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/econographics/the-middle-corridors-moment

Balc1, A. (2023).Iran’s regional connectivity and national security: Between opportunity and constraint. Middle East Policy,
30(2),45-62. https://doi.org/10.1111/mepo.12600



https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/econographics/the-middle-corridors-moment
https://doi.org/10.1111/mepo.12600

VD ke (V) Foglailue R ol g Wl paes Yoy

Caucasuswatch.,  (2022). State  Security Service of Azerbaijan  Exposes Iran's Spy  Network.
https://caucasuswatch.de/en/news/state-security-service-of-azerbaijan-exposes-irans-spy-network.html

EBRD. (2024). EBRD steps up support for Trans-Caspian transport route. https://www.ebrd.com/news/2024/ebrd-steps-
up-support-for-trans-caspian-transport-route.html

Eurasianet. (2023). Geopolitical shiftsin the South Caucasus: Implications for Iran. Retrieved from https://eurasianet.org

EUR-Lex. (2025). Council Decision (CFSP) 2025/319 on EUMA. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec/2025/319/0j

European Council / Council of the EU. (2025). EU Mission in Armenia (EUMA): Council extends mission’s mandate.
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/02/19/armenia-eu-mission-in-armenia-euma-council-
extends-mission-s-mandate

Foreign P. (2023). The battle for influence in the Caucasus: Iran, Turkey, and Russia’s competing agendas. Retrieved from
https://foreignpolicy.com

Ghaderi Hajat., M., Moniri, K., & Amirpour Ghojeh Bigloo, I. (2024). The Impact of the Zangezur Passage on the
Geopolitical Weight of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Central Eurasian Studies, 17(2), 189-213
https://doi.org/10.22059/jcep.2025.379784.450240 [In Persian]

Ghalehteimouri, K. J., Shamsoddini, A., Bayramzadeh, N., & Mousavi, M. N. (2023). Identifying the pleasant sounds in the
city's public parks environment (Case study: Mellat riverside park, Urmia). Street Art & Urban Creativity(Public Spaces
on the East), 9(1), 149-165. https://doi.org/10.25765/sauc.v9i1.690

Golkarami, A., & Mostafapour, S. (2024). Zangzor Corridor and the Future of Iran's Geopolitical Position. Quarterly Journal
of Geography (Regional Planning), 14(56), 1-20. https://doi.org/10.22034/jge0q.2024.440319.4086 [In Persian]

Griffiths, M .(2018) Encyclopedia of International Relations and World Politics, translated by Alireza Tayyeb, Tehran: Nay
Publishing House.

Hafeznia, M. R. (2015). Principles and concepts of political geography (New ed.). Mashhad: Papoli Publications.
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2023/11/24/the-role-of-turks-in-the-new-world-order-summit-of-the-organization-of-
turkic-states-and-turk-time/ [In Persian]

Hoseinpour, M., Mousavi, M., & Ghalehteimouri, K. J. (2024). Enhancing urban and regional development for border
security in Iran: A futures study of West Azerbaijan province. Town Reg. Plan, 84, 15-28.
http://dx.doi.org/10.38140/trp.v84i.7823

International Railway Journal. (2024). Tender launched for Kars—Igdir—Nakhchivan railway project.
https://www.railjournal.com/regions/europe/turkey-tender-launched-for-kars-igdir-nakhchivan-railway-project

Karimov, S. 1. (2024). Political Opportunities and Risks of Opening the Zangezur Corridor, Its Role in Increasing Transport
Connectivity in the South Caucasus. Society: Politics, Economics, Law, 4,41-46.

Kavalski, E. (2019). Regional security complexes in Eurasia: The role of Iran. Journal of Eurasian Studies, 10(1), 1-12.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1879366518814678

Kavtaradze, E. (2024). Armeniaand Azerbaijan in a geopolitical battle. Zangezur corridor. International Scientific Journal,
(29),124-129.

Kazantsev, A. (2024). The Issue of the Zangezur Corridor: International Contradictions and Israeli Interests,
https://besacenter.org/

Kolayi, E. & Norouzi Zarmehri, A. (2021). Cooperation between Iran, Russiaand the Republic of Azerbaijan in creating the
North-South Corridor and its impact on Iran's national security. Journal of Politics, 51(3), 811-789.
https://doi.org/10.22059/jpg.2021.318617.1007743

Koneshloo, M., Yazdanpanahdaro, K., Najafi, A, & Lotfi, H. (2022). Analysis and investigation of Iran's geopolitical
position in energy resource transfer plans from the Caspian Sea basin in terms of its impact on the geoeconomic
development of Central Asia and the Caucasus. Quarterly Journal of Geography (Regional Planning), 12(46), 848-879.
https://doi.org/10.22034/jge0q.2022.333961.3611 [In Persian]

Korybko, A (2023). us information warfare on COVID-19 discredits itself.
Global Times[Beijing,China].https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A732024817/HRCA?u=anon~42601013&sid=googleSchol
ar&xid=fc645dab

Mikhail.M.(2024).http://government.ru/en/search/?q=Unblocking%20Caucasus%20Transit%20Routes &dt.tilI=23.08.2025
&dt.since=7.05.2012&sort=rel&type=

Mousavi, M., & Bayramzadeh, N. (2024). Spatial analysis of the trend of regional inequalities in Iran. Scientific- Research
Quarterly of Geographical Data (SEPEHR), 33(131), 105-125. doi: 10.22131/sepehr.2024.2017054.3039 [In Persian]

Mousavi, S. M., WalialahV., & Hosseini., S. N. (2025), Iran on the verge of a Geopolitical Intersection, Challenges Arising
from the Possible Scenario of the Zangzor Corridor, Defens Future Studies Quarterly, 9(35), 77-97.
https://doi.org/10.22034/dfsr.2025.2047082.1856 [In Persian].

OECD. (2025). Realising the potential of the Middle Corridor: A strategic investment and policy roadmap.
https://www.oecd.org/eurasia/realising-the-potential-of-the-middle-corridor.htm

Rashidi, A. (2024). Middle Corridor and Iran's Interests in the South Caucasus, Central Asia and Caucasus Studies
Quarterly, 29(121), 24-54. http://ca.ipisjournals.ir/article_706613.html, [In Persian].

Reuters. (2024). Azerbaijan, Armenia, and the regional security challenges for Iran. Retrieved from https://www.reuters.com

Schmidt, J. (2023). Security challenges in the Caucasus and Central Asia, A German and European perspective.
https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/arbeitspapiere/caucasus_smj 030301.pdf

Statistical Center of Iran, https://amar.org.ir/statistical -information/statid/28511



https://www.ebrd.com/news/2024/ebrd-steps-up-support-for-trans-caspian-transport-route.html
https://www.ebrd.com/news/2024/ebrd-steps-up-support-for-trans-caspian-transport-route.html
https://eurasianet.org/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec/2025/319/oj
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/02/19/armenia-eu-mission-in-armenia-euma-council-extends-mission-s-mandate
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/02/19/armenia-eu-mission-in-armenia-euma-council-extends-mission-s-mandate
https://foreignpolicy.com/
https://doi.org/10.25765/sauc.v9i1.690
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2023/11/24/the-role-of-turks-in-the-new-world-order-summit-of-the-organization-of-turkic-states-and-turk-time/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2023/11/24/the-role-of-turks-in-the-new-world-order-summit-of-the-organization-of-turkic-states-and-turk-time/
http://dx.doi.org/10.38140/trp.v84i.7823
https://www.railjournal.com/regions/europe/turkey-tender-launched-for-kars-igdir-nakhchivan-railway-project
https://doi.org/10.1177/1879366518814678
http://government.ru/en/gov/persons/151/
https://www.oecd.org/eurasia/realising-the-potential-of-the-middle-corridor.htm
https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/arbeitspapiere/caucasus_smj_030301.pdf
https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/arbeitspapiere/caucasus_smj_030301.pdf

Vog e 2938555 Vb Glinl eladely 5 gyl 2 gtz a5 Szl (mohennl [ Fly4 (B9d 9 Jly9

US. Arfmy Europe & Africa. (2025). Exercise Agile Spirit 25 kicks off in  Georgia
https://www.europeafrica.army.mil/Media/Newsroon/Article/4020150/exercise -agile-spirit-25-kicks-off-in-georgia
Umarova, N. (2024). On the Prospects of the Zangezur Corridor for Central Asia, Caspian Policy Center, Available at:
https://www.caspianpolicy.org/research/category.

World Bank. (2023). World Bank Open Data. World Bank .https://data.worldbank.org/

World Bank. (2024). Middle Trade and Transport Corridor—Policies and investments to unleash the full potential.
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099042423144340042

Zarei, B., Mousavi Shahidi, S. M. (2024). Iran and the actors of the Caspian geopolitical region (interaction, confrontation,
capacities and strategies), Tehran: Tehran University Press. [In Persian]

COPYRIGHTS

© Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. This is an open access

article under the CC BY-NC license:
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ Publisher: Urmia University.



https://www.europeafrica.army.mil/Media/Newsroom/Article/4020150/exercise-agile-spirit-25-kicks-off-in-georgia
https://www.caspianpolicy.org/research/category
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099042423144340042
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Journal of Geography and Regional Future Studies

Urmia University

Vol. 4, No. 1, Spring, 2026
Online ISSN: 2981-118X
https://grfs.urmia.ac.ir/

Future studies on tourism development in Yazd province, with emphasis on
development drivers

Hassan Hekmatnia !

1- Professor of Geography and Urban Planning, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Received:
2025/10/22
Accepted:
2025/12/08
pp-
155-170

Keywords:

Future Studies;
Tourism Development;
Development Drivers;
Yazd province.

The main objective of this study is to conduct a futures study on the development of tourism
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Yazd province, benefitingfromrichhistorical, cultural,and natural capacities, has experienced
a significantgrowth trendin attractingtourists despite challenges suchas the COVID-19 crisis.
The continuous development of tourism infrastructure and the identification of key drivers
such as infrastructure, tourism branding, tourist-friendly culture, and information technology
play a crucial role in guiding the sustainable development path of this industry in the province.
The predicted scenarios also emphasize the importance of adopting realistic and sustainable
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Yazd Province, as one of the most important
historical and cultural regions of Iran, possesses
unique tourism capacities that can play a key
role in the region’s economic and social
development. Alongside these capacities,
attention to environmental, social, and
economic factors is of great importance for
achieving sustainable tourism development in
the province. Challenges such as climate change
and water resource limitations have asignificant
impact on the trajectory of tourism development
and require innovative solutions and efficient
management strategies. Moreover, the active
participation of local communities and raising
their awareness regarding the importance of
preserving natural and cultural heritage are
among the critical driversthat can pave the way
for balanced and sustainable tourism growth in
Yazd. Given the rapid global transformations,
technological advancements, and evolving
travel patterns, foresight into the future of
tourism development in Yazd Province is
deemed essential. Identifying and analyzing the
key driving forces will provide a clear outlook
on the opportunities and challenges ahead and
serve as a guide for designing effective
strategies to ensure the sustainable utilization of
these capacities. Therefore, the main objective
of this research is to conduct a foresight study
on the development of tourism in Yazd
Province, with an emphasis on developmental
drivers. By focusing on identifying and
analyzing future trends, this study aims to
provide a comprehensive framework for
strategic decision-making and effective policy-
making in the tourism sector of the province.

Methodology

This study is designed with an applied objective
and employs a descriptive-analytical and
exploratory approach. Data collection was
carried out through both library-based and field
methods. In the library section, reliable
academic sources such as books and scientific
articles were used; for statistical data, official
statistical yearbooks and upstream documents
were consulted; and in the field section, a
researcher-made questionnaire was utilized.
The study area is Yazd Province, and the
statistical population consists of 20 experts and

scholars in the fields of land use planning and
regional planning, who were purposefully
selected. Data analysis was conducted
guantitatively, based on a future studies
approach, using MICMAC and Scenario
Wizard software tools.

Results and discussion

Based on the analysis of statistical data and the
results of modeling conducted in this study, it
can be concluded that tourism in Yazd province
has experienced a growing trend in recent years
despite significant fluctuations caused by
external factors such as the COVID-19
pandemic. The increase in the number of
foreign tourists inthe years 2021 and 2022, with
growth rates of 368.79% and 375.47%
respectively, compared to the previous year,
reflects the post-crisis recovery and the high
capacity for rapid rebound. On the other hand,
the gradual and continuous increase in the
number of accommodations, beds, and rooms
from 2018 to 2022 indicates the development of
the physical tourism infrastructure of the
province, which can meet the rising demand of
tourists. Furthermore, by utilizing MICMAC
software analyses and identifying 24 key factors
for tourism development, itwas determined that
seven main factors—tourism infrastructure and
services, tourism branding, tourism-friendly
culture, security and protection of tourists’
rights, development of specialized tourism
educational centers, tourism entrepreneurship
and support for startups, and development of
information and communication technology—
have the greatest impact on Yazd’s tourism
system. The analysis of impact and influence
indicators showed that these variables play a
decisive role in guiding the sustainable
development path of tourism. Subsequently,
using  Scenario Wizard software and
considering three optimistic, moderate, and
pessimistic scenarios, potential futures for
tourism in Yazd province were analyzed. The
third scenario was introduced as the most
realistic and sustainable option that can ensure
balanced and sustainable tourism development
in the province. Ultimately, the combination of
statistical results, driver analysis, and scenario
development demonstrates that achieving
sustainable tourism development in Yazd
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requires policymakers to focus on implementing
realistic strategies based on these key indicators.

Conclusion

Based on the theories and findings of the present
study, tourism is recognized as one of the key
pillars of sustainable development and an
effective driver for the economic and cultural
growth of regions. Statistical analyses indicate
that Yazd province, benefiting from rich
historical, cultural, and natural capacities, has
experienced a significant growth trend in
attracting tourists despite challenges such as the
COVID-19 crisis. The continuous development
of tourism infrastructure and the identification
of key drivers—such as infrastructure, tourism
branding,  tourist-friendly  culture,  and

information technology—play a crucial role in
guiding the sustainable development path of this
industry in the province. The predicted
scenarios also emphasize the importance of
adopting realistic and sustainable strategies by
policymakers to ensure balanced and
continuous development.
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